
DO-MINION MEDICAI. MOINTIILY

work in the secret service in India and at oneC stage under
I.urgan Sahib hie wvas allowed to look for a minute at a tray
which contained varions objeets. Tt was then covered and he
xvas required to detail wvhat was on the tray. To iKimn' s eniquiry
as to how another had attaincd grcater accuracv titan himseif
in doing this, the answer xvas, " By doing it many times ovei
tili it is donc perfectiy-for it is worth (,oin-.,' \Ve migbt al
carrýy this around as a daily reminder.

Daily life offers rnany chances of practîce. llowv (areful a
description can you give of the persona] appearance, elothing,
etc., of the last patient who consiulted vou? If hie had been a
thief who walked off with sornctbing frorn vour office could yon
give the police a description which wouid lielp tbcrn to capture
himl The people we meet on the street, those in the stree cars,
ail with whom vwe corne in contact. mav serve a s subjects. Tt

rny bie objected that thisisunesrvndteon, rap
using iup mental enerp- on tbings of no special îiportance.
But notbing whicli traiîns the powers of observation eaun ]w
inimportant, and far frorn being tiresome it adds to the inftcrest
of the day. " Strive to bc one of those upon wbom notin i
lost," said a wisc teacher. To endeavor to make ont aý muacli
as possible about tbosc about uis from observation aloue is ani
interestîng studv. Besides it is using a part of our mnetal
equipment whîeh some of uis ]cave nnused. Tt demands bera
tion and reilction. Wc rernember the bcwîldcrment of Wto
when Sherlock illmes made xvhat seemned to be mari-ellouis
statements about bis doings, and bis surprise at the apparent
simplicity of the mnethods.

But wýith this oiutsidc training-if it may bo 50 called-nust
go tbe stcady daY by day observation of ouir patients, and withi
this there rnust be an bonest reckouing of our -itksNo
part of tie training is more essential., We ail know the man
Who bias made an incorrect diagnosis, but wvho, before the opera-
tioen or post-rnortem îs over, has nearly convineed biscif that
be, dIid make the correct diagnosis and before nigbt îs quite suire
of it. For him no g 'ood bas corne from the lesson. To learn
%\( we mu face-( th'le inist 'aes and try to fl nd out w'bY we made tbem.
Thien ones ou)ýr gain., lu this connection is an excellent sav-
ing4,,"ti easy to be wvise after the event. 'but verv <ifficult te

ho isc,"wbicb ean be illustrated by an example. A patient
dies In whorn you ha *ve made a diagnosis of typboid fever, and
on autps ri]iary tuberceulosis is foundç. You ire wseafter
th(,vet but tbe laoaoyDiener or a flrst year student is
just as xvise as you. To be' uiser, or in other words to lessen


