
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY

under the observation of the student, is iinniieasiurably superior to

that obtained f romr the carrviing out of a large number of physical

exarninations or Iaboratoryv examinatiolis, \Vhilst the care of the

p)atient in othcr respects is left to others. 1 tbiiîk it higlîl 'y desir-
able that in a cliicial serviee iii fiediii(e or silrgerv the sidif

sbould 1w encoiuraged to fake individual cases anîd work tbern ont

nplon a scientifle basis. This shoufl iinclifde the clinical observa-

tion of the case tliroiighiott, and the perforiaaiîce of the varions

investigations reqilire(l, fogether xvitli a studv'N of the pafbology.
Tt us Iiiglly (lesirable that everv student who cornes 11p for bis

final exarnination should be require*d to go throughi practical train-

ing iii a goo( l ospital for a certain Iengtb of timie before receuving

a license to practise 0on lus owIi acoiinf, and ftic competitioli

amongst gralUOtes for intcriiesipis shows fluat thcY fiully appre-

diate the value of sincb experience. In the Carnegie report it is

stafe(l that tHe oniditioîîs as regairds cljic(al training arc more

favorable in GreafIt Britain thaný anvwberc cisc, tlhc svster of

medical educationi beiig basc(l upon the opinion tiiot if it is to,

attain a rmaxinuhin (greof efficicîicY it is esseiitial tbat tho

stiudent sholuld corne freclY into contact \vitli patienits. and thuis

becoine acqiuaîntedl wifli fhe actilal maniifestations of disease. Tf

tîjis pracfical experience is not gaine(l iii the bospitai1 under comnpe-

tent supervision if bas f0 be acqitired suibsoqiientl ' in private prae-

fiee without supervision. wvhen mistakes ma.v bavc disastrouls anfd

even fatal resits.
I believe tbat from fhe poinit of view of flic stiudenf tiiere is at

the present time a considerable amoiunt of djssatisfacfioni ani lack

of confidence in fbis coainection. and man 'y of tbem fullY appre-

ciate the faot that althoiugb tbev bave devofed five Years fo flic

stud ' of Medicine fb have nof at anY timne diuring fhis period

been in sufficientlv infiirafe relatiotisiiip witb fbe clinical work

of the biospifal as to fit flîern for luidertakinig private practice. The

systern outliined above feaclies tbe stuident f0 look i poîî tbe patient

lie is cxarning as h is patient, and to feel thaf to a certain ext cnt

ho bimself is responsible for making flic diagniosis, for watcbing

tbe progress of the case, and for 1 )rescribing appropriate treat-

ment. Hec thius graduallY acquires confidence, and with if that

faculitv of iinspiring confidence in the patient, wbîcb is s0 essential
f0 success in private practice.

Tt bas been suggested b * sorne tbat the clirnial teacbing in our

hospif ais shonild be done by professors wbo devof e their wbole fime

f0 elinical feacbing. and uinderfake no privafe practice wbatever,

no doubf oecripying a chair in the UTniversity, and receiving


