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theni. In other wvords, iany people airc practÎcai1y inmmune to
nioderate closes of iethyl alcoholA. In miost cases«wlîere srnall
closes are takeni , serions initoxication nicanis tliat there is in thc
poisoiued iid iv'i(ual an id',iosvniciasy agicainist this agent. It is
ow'îng to this fact tliat in timies p;ast jiiany perfectlv sincere
observers asserted, andi intercsted parties lottýlly pî-oclainîied, the
innocence of imethy'l alcohiol. 1)uringr the triail of thc Baltimiore
suits against Gilbert & Co. a (iraniatie incident occurred, based on
this belief. A eheniist dr-ank a quantity of miethylated spirits iii
open court. 0f course, Nv'c now' kniow that, althoughi this wvas a
daugrerous act, the chances werec greatly ini fax'or of the witniess,
especially if at the timie bis stomlachi w'ere full of food, or if lie
took an emietic shoi-tly afte- the draughrit of woocl alcohiol.

Pirof. WV. A. Puckne-, in the 1J1'cstciru Dritggist f or Decenîber,
1897, wrotc:

"The only constituent of Nvoocl alcohiol likely to be prescrnt iii
sufficient aniount to be poisonous is acetone, and, silice niethyl
alcohol is comparatively fi-ce f roi tlîis, the preparatiois, now
iniie ic iai-ket ai-e prestumably also fi-ce froni the poisoiîous
1)lopcrtics asci-ibecl to w'oocl alcohiol''

Suppoî-ting this proposition, lie took initernally singyle 30 c.c.
doses of a conmmiercial woo'J alcohiol contaiiîing about o.5 per cent.
of acetone, andl experiencecl no tinpleaisant iesults theî-efroin.

"Fuî-the;- doses of 15 c.c. taken at intervals of thirty minutes
uîitil 90 c.c. hiad been clrunk, left the bodly tenmperature niormial,
at fiîst soniew~hat acceleî-atiîig, later sliglîtly clepcessing, tlîe pulse,
2.c., produciîig the clîaraeteristic effects of ethyl alcoliol."

On the otlîer land, Dr. Reidl lIunt,* of Jolîîîs H-opkinîs,
showed that, in. experiienting on dlogs, the latter were ail killed
by closes of Colunibiaxi spirits andc other fluicîs contaiîîing nethyl
alcoliol, w~hile animais survivecl the saine and largeî- quantities of
ethyl alcohiol aîîd pure acetotie.

In coiîsidering the actual p1oisonous agent in the metliyl
alcohiol of commner-ce, mie îîîust îîot forg-et the secondary orgaîîic
compouiîds forniei iii the intestines and iii the blooci. It is quite
likely t!iat tliese piay anîiîportaiit r-ôle ini the dlamage inflicteci on
the systern.

Tiiose interested iii this subject hiad better write to Dr: Buller
for the acldress, or read miy article iii The Daily Sta.r, Toronto.
wvhicli, at ieiîgtlî, witli. notes,. deals witli tlîis subject, and cites
several cases.

*Toxicity of Methyl Alcohol, 1903-


