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 the Australians ih the following terms :—¢I re-

- peat the word “ loyalty;” becadse Australia has
<recently ~suffered somewhat from over-hasty
“critics, who have suggested otherwise. May I
* be allowed, after some ten years’ experience and
intercourse with all classes and conditions of
. Colonial fife, to say that the Australians are
real'y and inlensely loyal—loyal to Englands
Queen, loyal to England’s laws, loyal, lovingly
loyal, to the dear mother land from which they
have come, No greater evidence of ths need
be quoted than the fact that a few years ago,
.when England was troubled wiih the disturl)-
ances in the Soudan, the young soldiers of New
South Wales rosc to their feet.as one man, proud
to offer their Jives in defence of Englard when
she seemed to be in diffienlly.  And let me fur-
ther say, tha: of all the Australian Colonics none
exceed in loyalty that one to which 1 Lelong,
which proudly bears the name of that Right
Royal Lady, the Head of our Empire—the Col-
ony of Queensland.”
————

WHY AM I A CHURCHMAN ?

CHAPTER 1L —Coxvinurn.

2. Again, the Church may e regarded as the
“ Hume of God's chosen peeple,” It is spoken
of as a lFamily, of which Gad is the Father,
Christ the Elder Brother, *the firsthorn amony
amnong many brethren,” and all the baptised
“hrethren™ | Iiph, ii. 19 ; Rom. viii. 15, 16, 29;
Acts (i .75 Heb.iio 13,10 15 Eph i, 5],

Into this * Family ” we are born anew by
water and the Holy Ghost [S. Johniii 5; 1
Cor. xii. 13], in the “washing,” or bath, * of
regeneration ” [Thws il 5. 1t1s evident that
a Family must be Oxg, and that men cannot
form such a family for themselves, God alone
can form it—Cod alone can add by adoption
new members to it [Acws i 47 ; Eph i 5,

* And just as in any well-ordered family all is
done that the children may grow up.toa hgatthy
manhood and delight their parents, so it is with
the family of Gord.”

In the Chareh is provided abundantly all that
children need:

(e} Sustenance for the life,

(¢) Teaching for the mind.

{c) Disciptine for the character.—Canon Ash-

well, * Lecwures on the Church.”

3. The Chureh is also, “the Guardian of
God's Trath and Word.” .

This is & must importantaspect of the Church,
but it is w lrge subject, and we must deal with
it as concisely as possible,

Many people seem (o think that the Bible
alone is ail-suflicient for instruction, and that
the interpretation ol its words can be fefi, and
ought to he lfy, to cach man’s private judg-
ment.

But two things concerning the Bible are evi-
dent ; )

(1) ‘That Aistorical/y the Church was in ex-
istence, and possessed, and propagated
very widely the Laith Defore there was
any book called the # New “J'estament.”

The liest of the Books now contained in the
New Testament—the Gospel according to S.
Matthew—was wrilten not less than fifteen years
-after Christ's Ascension, while the last, and that
one of the most important—S. John's Gospel—
was not written till nearly seventy years after
that event. Yor a long time some places had
only some buoks, other places had other books.
They were not gatheied together till A, 170,
and the Canon as we now have it was not scl-
tled till about the fourth century.  Even the
Council of Lwdicen, in 364, om'ts the Apoca-
lypse of S. John the Divine.

. " Slowly, and with an ever<leepening convic-
tion, the Churches received, after trial, and in
some cases after deubt and contradiction, the

book# which we now reccive.”—Dr Westcott,

% Bible in thé Church.” .

- (2) That the Scriptires are nct, and ‘do not

' profess to be, a systematic trcatise .oc
Christian Doctrine and practice for the
teaching of unbelievers or the unlearned.

The hooks contained in the New Testament
“were written for those who were already mem-
bers of the Church and had received her primary
instruction,” and knew about Chrisiian customs.
[S. Luei 4; 1 Cor. i. 47, ¥i. 2 ; Heb. v. 12.]

Hence— -

(1) There are several things, concerning
which the Apostles and livangelists not having
had occasion to write definitety, that we receive
rather from tradition, confirmed, perhaps, by in-
ference of what we find there written, than from
any actual command or distinct statement con-
tained in Scripture.  E.g.,

(@) The observance of Sunday as the Lord’s

Day ;

(4) The baptism of infants ;

(&) The admission of women to the full rites
of the Church, contrary to Jewish and
lastern custom,

(2) Some doctrines, even of the mnst funda-
mental character, have tc be gathered from a
number of converging statements, and are no-
where enunciated formally as docuines, ey,
even the doctrine of the “Irinity in Uniiy.”

(3) Scripture itself tells us that there are pas-
sages in it which the “unlearned -and unstab e
wiest to their own destruction ¥ |2 Pet, it 16],

As amatter of fact, the promuigators of every
heresy that has ever arisen in the Church have
appea’ed to passages of Scripture for a confirm-
ation of their own peculiae views. Those wha
deny the divinity of our Lord do so as much as
others.

Hence it is evident (1) that there was a
Teacher before Scripture ; and (2} that Scrip-
ture even now neuds an ¢ Interpreter,” The
answer of the Ethiopian, when asked by Philip,
as he was reading the Scriptures, * Understand-
est thou what thou readest ?” © How can I, ex-
cept some one should guidz me,” is applicable
1o all men at all timws,  [Acts viii. 30.]

And thus we find that Christ gave 1o the
world living teachers. Lo His Apostles Hesard,
“Teach all nations,” and He gave them the
promisc that the Holy Spirit would lead them
unto the end of the world |5, Mark xaviil. 20],
i.c., not only during their natural lives, but with
the body of which they were then the repeesen-
tatives—His Church. :

The Fath was *“delivered” by Christ, and
the Holy Spirit, to the “saints,” i.¢., the Church
|Jude 3], and they who were inspired to be the
“divinely authorized tongues of the universal
body ” taught that Faith by word of mouth and
by letters written to the Churches that they
founded.

That I'aith was distinct and definile :

(1) Itwas Ong Liph. iv. s, 13.

(2) Men were 1o use the utmost care Lo con-

tinue inst. 1 Cor. xvi. 13; 2 Cor xiii,
5; Col. L. 23,1i. 7.

(3) They were to contend ea nestly for it
Jude 3; Phil 1. 7.

(4) 'T'nvose who tried to oppose or subvert it
were Lo be expelled from the Chu-ch.
Gal. 1. ¢9; 1 Tim. i. 20.

(5) The essential articles of this Ifaith were
already consolidated into some * Form,”
orcreed. 2 Tim. 1 13; Rom, vi. 17.

2

teachers [as Timothy and Titus] were to
be careful to conform their teaching to
these  “standards” (Rom. xii. 0).
(“ Praportion of faith,” should be *of
the faith™) © 'Tim. & 3, vi 13, 20;

Tim. i, 2, iv. 3 ; Tites 1. g, i, 10
Dul if there was thus * One Faith” which it
wits 50 important o keep * pure and undefiled,”
it is evident that'there must be One Body to de-
,termine what that Faith is. 8. Paul saw the
danger to ‘“ the Vaith" in divisions when he
said, ““ Every oae of you hath a doctrine,......
hath a revelation, hath an iaerpretation” [t
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Cor. xiv. 26]; and, again, * The:time will come
whenthey will not endure sound:doctrine ; But
afier their own lusts shall they heap up to them-
selves teachers, having. itching ears, and- th€y
shall turn away their ea's from the truth” 2
Tim. iv. 3

And so he aflirms. that— ,

“THg CHURCH " {5 % THE PILLAR AND GROURD
[or basis] oF tHF. TRUTH." 1 Tim, iii. 15.

It is so in declarinz, maintaining, guarding,
and promulgating the ““faith once delivered to
the saints” and the 77ue Canon and True Ex-
position of Holy Scripture, as the record in
which that Faith was in all its fulness and suff-
cieucy enshrined by inspired men. [See Bishop
Wordsworth’s Com. on.1 Tim. iii. r5.]

The Church has always believed that * the
Faith ” was in all its fulness * delivered” to the
Apostles, and they were “inspired” to commit
to writing a sufficient record of all that they were
commisstoned to teach, so that asour Article
[vi.] says, “ Holy Scripture containeth all things
necessary to salvation ; so that whatever is not
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not
to be required of any man that it should be be-
lieved as an article of faith, or be thought re-
qui-itz or necessary to salvation.”

Thus, as it has been often said,

THE CHURCH TEACHES ; SCRIPTURE TPROVES.
And what the Church teaches as Articles of the
Faith requisite to salvatign, is embodied in

Tuy CRrEEDS, )
which “may be proped by most certain warrants
of Holy Suriptwre.”  In other points of doctrine
the humble and teachable Christian will gladly
be guided by what that branch of the Church to
which he belongs teaches through her formul-
aries and by her chief theologians, esteeming it
most reasonable 1o yield *the individual judg-
ment to that of the whole body, and to those
who, ‘inside the Church, are her authorized
teachers.”

We nced not dwell at any length on the other
aspects of the Church o which we have have al-
luded above. It will be sufticicnt if we refer to
a few passages of Scripture.

4. The Church s “the Dispenser of the
Means of Grace.” 2z Cor. v 19.  The ministry
of reconciliation comprises—

[1] The Preaching of the Word, which re-
quires duly commissioncd teachers. Rom,
X 15, ‘ : :

[2] The Administration of the Sacraments.

Saint Paul claims that the Ministers of
Christ are also “Stewards of the mys-
teries of God.” 1 Cor. iv. 1.

L4] The Absolution of penitent sinners.  S.-

John xx. 23, cf. 8. Mast. xviii. 5y, 18,

5. “The Educator of elcet souls for the Beati-
fic Vision of God in teaven.” Ephesans ii, 19
| 22, 1. 10 19, iv. 1-13; Col. i 27; Rom. viin
28-30. [The “called” are those who are ad-
mitted ino Christ’s kingdon. 2 Thess. ii.. 12;

(6) Those who were commissioned 10 be’

Rom. ix. 24.] So the Catechism teaches a//
baptized children to say of God the Holy Ghost,
| Who sanctifieth me and all the elect people of
. God.”

“The Church is a school for instruction in
righteousness, as well as in doctrine” « The
oniy g.eat school of virtue existing.” 'The very
i purpose of the Church is to make men perfect.
© 6. The Cnurch is to be hereafte: Christ’s all-
glonivus Bride. Rev. xix. 7-9, xxi. z, g, cf. Eph.
jv. 2332 and Heb. xii. 22,

And in this “great mystery ” we return once
more to the first thought of the perfect uuity, or,
rather, oneness hetwixt Christ and His Church,
and of the necessity of there being but One
Bedy, for it is only because according to God’s
law and the mystery of our being, a man and
, wonian when joined 1ogether in the holy estate
of matrimeny were no more two but ““ one flesh,”
that this union is a type of the mystical union
between Christ and His Church.  “ The Church
is in Chrisy, as kve was in Adam.” And her
children *are members of His bodys of His
flesh, and of His bones.” Eph. v. 30.—Qu'Ap-
pelle Church Messenger. : ‘



