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who takes part with'-the weak’ againet the
sirong, with tbe worker for a starvation wage
sgainst' the man or the system whish keep3
him down, . In the beginning his duty i plain
He maust say boldly, since the question has
arisen, what the Gospe! of Christ teiches. He
must run the risk of offending friends, perhaps
thoss of his own household ; perhaps, even, he
. may have to surrender something himself ;
soything, everything he must do for the right.
This will be diffoult, to help the wesk to the’r
dne. But perhaps it will be more diffioult still
—at least it will be as dificult—when the
{ables are turned, and the weak 'party has be-
come strong by the help of a spasmodio publio
opinion, or hy & more permsnent alterition of
the ourrent of affuirs, to spesk the words of
warning, o chack the rushing tide, to prevent
the victors going too far, Thoy want to know
then the true value of money, to learn the
meaning of the commandment of love, and, in
consequence, to check the spirit of retaliation.
Tarn coat, half-hearted—these epithets will be
freely nsed concerning him who will always
submit to higher guidance, and not be oarried
away by momentary impulses. Bat now look
on other piotares. See what ie, not what ought
to be. LA

How many liviog Among the rich and power-
ful, having their own friends and relations
smong them, dare to tell what they know freo
and boldly ? Somwghere are, of course. Thank
@od it is so! Many there are, too. who pat
the truth forward, though they take care to
water it well with ‘if's’ and ‘but’s, and allow-
ances. - Bat many there are who never speak
at all.  Of these last, some exerocise taot till it
becomes a vice ; others take no steps beoause
they are not hypoorites enough to say one thing
and do another, and they dare not act aright
themselves ; others have ‘eyes and ses not,
ears and hear not,’ for the prejudices of their
-class still oling to them, the Spirit has not yet
led them into all truth, they have not learned
that they have nothing which they did not
_reoeive. ' :
This same class, too, does infinite harm
among the poor. They indeed preach the troe
@ospel, that the things of this world which
passeth away, are by comparison a8 nothing;
“that men should be contented with whatever
lot in life God may give them, Bat they give
the lie to their words by their deeds, Thney
lay up treasures mpon earth; they keep all
they bave for their own uxe, giving away a
periunotory little; they carry class distinotion
into most holy pluces. From them we turn with
joy to think of those others who, though they
err, err through exvess of zeal rather than
throngh selfishness. Nowadays there are many
such,. Qar Chorch has become alive in recent
years to the fact that whatever her aims, she is
the Church of the respectable rather than the
poor, and with the knowledge has come the de-
sire notonly to do rightin the fature, bat also to
remedy the neglect of thé past, Some of her
best snd noblest are engaged in the
task. They wili do anything almost to reach
those for whom they yearn, and with whom
they symputhise, They see their difficulties,
they learn their deficiencies, they even project
themselves into the very life of theirr new
friends; but they still see all things from their
own standpoint, and are led to preach the gos-
pel of discuntent instead of the Gospel of Christ,
Weo know what you miss, they cry, by living
thus—you are shut out from a world which
gives us joy. They forget that the truest hap-
piness, the best riches, the pearl of greatest
price, is the property of all men, especially of
all those who are wesk and foolirh; thoy
magnify the power of wealth. There are, as
we #aid, many like this, so anxious to let the
poor know that the Churoh cares for them that
they forget the messsge of the Charch and
preuch any other meseage.
This is true also of the friend of the down
troddep, and for the same reason. How many
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thera are who urge men into unwise courses,
‘who hesitate to tell them to remember that the
ends for which they are striving sre only of
this world, that they must seek firat the king—
dom of Ged. By their lack of orat rical por
spovtive, by their one sided enthusinsm, they
make the little big, and the big little.

These things ought not to be. Magna est
veritas et prevalebit is true hero as elsewhere,
The Christian who will bring about the real
brotherhood of man can only hope to do to by
setting before all, rich and poor alike, the
pearl of great price’ as the one great object to
be sought in lifs, When all know this, know
it ag it may be known in sll its fulness of mean-
ing, then we shall understand what Kingsley
meant when he made one of his obaracters say,
‘ The only thing to regenerate the world is not
more of any system, good or bad, but simply
more of the Spirit of God.—W. J. Praoxy in
Church Bells.

HALF-HEARTEDNESS

masne

- I have read somewhere or another an anec
dote whioh runs, I think, as follows. A man
waas onoe standing on the platform of a railway
station, waiting for the train to start. Daring
the delay he overheard the following colloquy
between afarmer and the engineer:

“What are you waiting for? Have you no
water "’

¢ 0h, yes |” wus the reply, ** we have plenty
of water, bat its no doiling /"

This answer shall furnish me with something
to say to you on the subject of * Halfhearted-
ness,” For some reason or another, I can't
help saying I don't like the npame, One has
preconceived notions about men and things,

very poor recomendation. It may be because

the Bible speaks to us in words of such strong
condemnation about & man who is half-hearted.
Barak the son of Abinoam, was & man of thie
stamp, and the comneequence was that the
journey he took was not for his honor The
Angel of the Lord attered anything but half.
hearted words against the inhabitants of Meroz;
and that for this reason,—not beoause they op-
posed the children of Israel,—not because they
expressed unfriendly remarks—not becaase they
said, ' We are not of your way of thinking,”—
but beoruse they were 8o lnkewarm a3 not to
come ' 10 the help of the Lord ; to the help ot
the Lord against the mighty."

I could multiply instances; I will only re-
mind you of that scene whivh our Lord desori-
bes in the 256ih chapter of 8t Matthew's Gospel.
There Ho says to those on 1he lefthand: “Not
heocsnse ye were swearers or fornicators, or
liars, or disobedient and unholy, Depart from
Me!’ but because, “* When I was hangry ye
gave Me no meat; when I was thirsty ye gave
Me no drink: when Iwas a stranger ye twook
Me not in ;"—all sins, the outcome of half-
heartedress, .

Now, half hoarted as some ove may be, yet
he cannot but admire what I may call a whole-
hearted man, He cannot read without a re-
proach to himself, the daring, intense, passion-
ate aotion of the three mighuy men who jeopard-
ized their own lives in order that they might
draw water out of the well of Bethlehem, and
bring it to their king. He cannot read with-
out admiration of Phinebas, the fiery son of
Bliezer, who, filled witu a holy fury, ran
throngh and through with his sword the wicked
pair who were defiling the camp of .God's" peo-
ple. He oannot help but be struck with the

faithful, nor Moses the obediént, nor Job the
patient, nor Solomon the wise,—that none ot
these were called the men - * after God's own
heart.” ‘No, none of these; but David the

and & half-hearted man comea to me with a

tact ihat, not Abel the jost, nor Abraham the

all the great Saints‘of the Old Law, he was the
Saint who was most térribly in earnest. . One
of his burning tears as worth 8.million of our
juy prayers. . Neither luve nor gricf was a half-
hearied matter for him. He know tbat love
meant & yearning for & union with the Lord;
and he knew that to yearn for God by. halves
was a thing for devils to laugh at. He knew
that for a sin & man maust be, if he be anything,
contrite ; and he knew that t. be really ocon-
trite & man mnet be in some sense broken- -
hearted,

Again, we, by baptism mombera of the
Church, know that our Lord not only * oame
to be a sacrifice for sin, but also an ensample .
of godly life,” and the keynote to that life was
ever this: “I am come to serd fire on the
earth, and what will I if it be nlready kindled,”

What a rebuke to our hslf-heartedness, when -
we read, * The Kingdom of Heaven sufforeth
violence and the violent take it by force,”

“Btrive to euter in at the straight gate.”
% Every man went unto his own house ; Jesus
went unto the Mount of Olives;” and at the
Last Supper we read of Jesus turning to Judas
snd saying, * What thou doest, do quickly 1"
80 odious to Him is dollness and balt-hearted-
ness in any matter, :

A farmer sasid o me ono day: " What an
easy life the life of you parsons must be; you
have only to preach your two sermons on San-
day, and then your work is almost over,” = A
detailed »oconnt of -all the nther daties whioh
devolve upon o priest faithfal to his Master,
tuithfal to his promise, faithful to his fluck,-
would have boen thrown awsy, perhaps, npon
him, g0 I simply said: * When you have fia.
ished ploughing that two-agre field of yours,
what an easy life you will have for the rest of °
the week 1"  And said he: * What a half-
hesrted man you take me for. Havn't I the
oattle to look afier, the sheep to see to, and the
horses to avtend ' And axid I: ** What a half
hearted man your took me for, when you thoaght
my weok’s work was over when the two ser-
mons on Sanday were preached.”

Let us rise, Brcthers in Christ, tothe dignity
and responsibility of our cailing, Let us not.
be hulf hesrted when we are twitted abont
‘‘ those binding rules,” as some puople oall
them, The ebhag and flowing waves of human
opinion, however tascinating evea in their very
changesbleness, shoutd make very litile im-
pression On thoad who know that they are bat
waves, Lot us be less negative 1u our religion,

d more positive ; and wnen, for iosianve, we
are asked 10 join some party which we know
will prevent var falfilling & Christiun obliga-
uon, let us be whole hearted enough to aay, I
cannot; aud not be su ready to full back npon
uhut aubterfage of u roply, Well, I will think
about 18, ’ :

* Of course,” says the half-hearted, “I be
lieve in some religion. 1 beliove in saying
prayers, and going to xome pluce of worship, -
uod reading the Bible on & Suaday, and all that; -
bat why can't people bs peaceablo sbout their
religion—why be so strict in paying rent for .
all the mercies God sends ms?’ [ will ‘answer
this in & very few words and say: Itis & sad
thing to bo near to Jesus and to get no word,
no look from Him, to be within reach of His
unsearchable riches and yet to mies them, to be
so blessed by His neighborhood and yet not to .
be savingly united to Him, Okl this is indeed
a desolntion, and it is tho resnit of half hearted-
nestl —Selected, :

A Nova Bcotia advertiser and subaoriber
writes : -* Your papor (TEx CHUsCH GUASDIAN)
i the best literature that & man van read; it is
good sound common sense reading, and is cer-
ainly a paper that every sound Churchman should .
have in his house.”.

“The stone that is fitted ior the wall will ind

marderer, And why? Why? Because smong:|

& place there,”—Smiles, -



