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VISCOUNT STRATFORD DE REDCLIFEE, the
oldest member of the House of I.or&s and
of the Privy Council, complsted his 92ad

| year recently.

Tug London Stundurd says the mum-

Zber of lieutenants in the Royal Nayy is

4
£
g

¥scheme of 1870. :
Fnacessary on account of the serious stag-
E pation ix premetion which las fer a'lqug
¥ time existed on the sub-lieutenants list.

% to e graduclly rised to 1,000, being 400

ero than previded for by tho retirement
This step has become

Tug Chureh Gazette of Aucklamd,

E New Zealand, of date 1ecomber 1st. 1879,
¥contains an account of the ninth synod
¥ (sscond
27, of that diecese. |
B ddress stated that since the }ast meeting
Bihe clergy of the diocesv had increased

session), convenod on Qctober
The bishep in his

frem 31, incluling 5 Maoris, to 50, in-
cluding 12 Maeris. IHegave an euceur-
aging report of Church work. ~ Many of

£ the churches had been enlarged or w

proved, and in seme parishes mew build -

E ngs were nceded te roceive the over-

llowing congregations of worakippers.

A Uindoo almanae has besn publish-

" od in Bowbay wnder the patrenageof

Mr. Bulwantrao Vanayak Sha§lri. 1t is
printed in Sanskrit, Mahraiti, and Eng-
lish, and is of great local service, because
the Hindoo neuds an almanae mere thun

- amy other luunan being, siuce (to quete
- from the almanac itself) “in his public

- other sccupglions to

t Church (Lstablished),

3 the highest significance.
increass of numbers had besn purchased

 and private accounts, and in his usual
“daily occupations, he keeps ie civil reck-

oning ef tiine. In hix 1'eligip'.m caremo-
nies hs must keep his allzaiicn to astro-
nemical aspects, and in his fes!'vities and
' the natySISHER
aspects of the planets.”

Tue Dishop of Chesler has appeiniad
the Rev. W. E. B. Gumen vicar of St.
Jokn's, Egrement, near Bivkenhead., Mr.
Gunn was, until about three years ago,
minister of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Liverpoal. He
had then a stipend of 800L a year, but
left the Presbyterians and was ordained
at Chester in 1878. Ha has since been
curate at Northenden in that dioiese. St.
John’s, Egremont, is a large chuith, but
has enly 191 » year endowment :ud mo
house.

Tre Bishop of Durham says that hav-
ing finished his reund of confirmations
for the year, he ventures to think it would
not be unminterasting to the clergy tc hear
the results, “With the aid of the Bishep of
Dever, 1 beve been erabled to hold forty-
one cenmfinnations in the diocess this
autumz, almost entively iy the ceunty of
Durham. The whole number of candi-

~ dates confirmed was 3,376 males and 4,-

907 fomales, making a

total of §,-
283

the total for the year ex-

 ceoding by mare than 2,500 the tetal of

any preceding year, while the excess
ovar the average is very far greater,
Other facts eonsidered, the increase is of
f this large

by any lewering of the requirements or

' any laxity of any kind of the clergr, it

would have affsrded no matter fer congra-
tulation ; but s far as 1 have been able
te learn the preparation has been, if
anything, more careful tham hitherto,
and the stamdard of provious years has
beem mere thar maintained, and in some
casss the after resnlts bave been mest
striking. . . . . . . . . .,
The value of corfirmation is very far
from ending with its influence on the
Young persoms thomselves. It is a rare
opportunity ef moving parents through

 their interest in their children to adeeper

gense of their Christian privileges and

. obligatiens, and thus it may be made the

turning-peint. in the religious life of
whele families in-a parish. Honce ne
part of a clergyman’s work deserves mare
attention, fer nene yields a richer ar more
immediats harvest, and the impartance of
systematic afforts to sustain and deepen
the effects. of confirmation is gbvisus ”

Tug wud;ling of the Bishop of Man-
chester and Miss Duncan, of Bath, was
solemnised in Lordon en Thersday weok.

Ox the last day of the year two English-
men staying at Daves made the ascont of
the Schwarzhorn. They found the summit
free from snew ; the sun was unclouded,
and the air warm and genial.

Faruer Curct, who is living in retire-
ment at Noples, has written a Preface 1o
a mew [falian translation of the New
Testament, in which he deplores that the
Scriptures ave so little read by ltalian
Roman Catholics.

Prerrsson NoRrbEXskioLD fourd in
the Arctic regioms, it is stated, a new
remedy against scurvy —a little berry,
hitherto unrecognised, produced by a
plant which finds an. ephemaral existence
in the smow and ice during the sheri
Arctic sumnmer.

Ix the midnight of January ith, a
high wall of ice. 1,500 yards long, form-
ed at tho junction of the Loire and Indro,
forcod the rapid curromt of the former
river sut of its bed. Five houses near
Chinon ware swept away, and the Profoct
caused others to be evacuated, as not safe
to inhabit.

Tie King of ltaly has conferred upon
Mr. Samuel Smiles the rank ef Cheva-
Lier of 8§, Maurice and Lazare, as a
token of his Majesty’s appreciation of
that gentlemaw's werks. Fifty thousand
capies of Self-flelp have hLwen sold in
Ttaly, and it has alse bepn condensed
into a little velume—sold af thue book-
stails alomg the situsis f0r-iS~ceutesimi
—under the title of Ajutafi cke Dio
t'ejuta.

GerMax  statisticians have recently
publisked an estimate of the total amount
of capital invested in the construction of
railreads since Stephensen’s experimen-
tal locomotive first glided over a double
rail, revolutionizing the transport system
of our earth. The result of their calcula-
tioms is the amazing sum of seventy-five
millintds of franes, or $15,000,000,000.

Pror. CoLrapoy, of Geneva, is rs-
perted to kave effected an important im-
provement in the ingenious contrivance
for enabling denf mutes to hear through
the teeth, lately discovered in the United
States. For the lndiarubber apparatus
used by the Awmerican imventor, which is
somewhat costly, the Professer substitutes
a piece of elastic cardboard. By this, it is
said, deaf ;nutes are emabled to hear voices
and distinguish the netes of a piano.

AvoTuER “REFORMED” COMES BACK To
tEE Cuurcit.—The Chureh Record, the
organ of the * Reformed Church of Eng
land,” annources that the * Rev. Philip
Nortor, late * Missisnary Chaplain’ for
the American branch ef the R. E. C.,
was ordained o deacen by the Bishop of
Worcester on the 21st ult., and is mow
assistant-curate of St. Paul’s, Black-
heath, a remete parish in ‘the Black
Ceuntry.”

-
FLATTERING STATISTICS.

The Rev, Dr, J. K. Hepkins, in the New
York Churchman, after cemparing the
Church's statistice with thoss ef the Presby-
terinn hady, much te the advantage of the
former, speaks in this way ef the Church's
present and {uture prospscts :—Ths figures
fram 1868 te 1877, inclusive, give us & .tem
years' increase of 60 per cent; the figures
from 1869 te 1878, imclusive, give uaa ten
yoars’ imcrsase of 55 per cemt; the figures
fram 1870 to 1879, inclusive, give usa ten
years’ increase of 77 per cent.  Or, tiking an
average of the thres, we have an increase of
sizty-four per cenl. in ten years, or nearly
liwice as fast ss the gensral growth of the
country.  If the prasent rates ef advance are

maintained . for a-litfle mere. than twang
years, o shall thew be equal ix numbers wi

our Prosbyterian friends, if not & little shead;

OUR ENGLISH LETTER.

Col.CHESTER, ING., Jan, Tth. 1830,

A Happy New Year to the veadors of
the GuagbIAN, and its editors as woll.
Tho latter part of 1879 brought te us
hera seme very cold days, und the
Christmas seasom was observed with
skaling, to the great dulight of the
young people. Uit every corner I met
oxcited yeung men and maidens, hurry-
ing away to the ponds and meadows, all
armed with skates; for ice which wonld
be cordemmed as tue poor fer use in
Nova Scelia, will attract a large crowd
in England,

The New Year, howover, has beon
ushered in mildly; and now the useless
skates ave laid away to wust, probably
for months. This heing a very orderly
tewn, Christmas was observed in a quisl
wanner. The usual services were held
in the various Churches, most of which
wera well atlended. T have been in
several of them, and think they are not
=0 tastefully deceruted as our Canadian
Chuichos would be, had we holly and
box as well as spruce, for wreaths,

Last week I visited Cawbridge and
Ely. Asthe students aro home for the
holidays, the former place was very uiot.
The colleges aro left opsu, howsver, and
visitors always admitted. Une soen
tires ef gesing many of them. [ thought
them very much alike. Xach college
has se manv stained (with age and damp-
ness) stone buildings, many half-covered
with lovely green ivy; se many spacious
quadrangles, with the seft English grngs
in the centre; so many lofty dining-halls,
the walls of whick are adorned with
dingy pictures of past celebrities, whe
must leok grimly dewn and spoil one's
appstite; and so many gorgeous chapols
with eriel wirdews

Richly dight,

Shedding a dim religioua light.
Anothor thing they shed is o great deal
of damp chilliness, which makes one
reflact that our amcostors could net have
hed much knowledge of rheumnatism,

From Cambridge to Lly is fifteen niles
drive by rail. The track is over the foms,
the countor-part of the N. 8. and X, B,
marshes, Bewling smoethly alomg, it
was very easy te imagine I was gliding
ovar the great marsh between Ambherst
and Sackville.  There are the long
stretches of gray flat land, and the wide
ditches.
net Nova Scetia. It is “beautiful as &
dream.” 1t is useless te attempt te
describe it—one must see this glorivus
old pile te judge of its grandeur. I was
fortunate enough to hear the Bishep
preach at merning service, and ar excel-
lent discourse ho gave. He is a fine-
loeking, gray-haired, old gentleman, with
that fresh complexion ons sces so often
in England. His voice was most sencrous,
and rang like music through the arehes
of the Cathedral, as he told of the prayer
and praise that sheuld hegin the New
Year.

Antua,

Loreign Rlisgions.
INDIA.

ManoxET AND mis RELiGiox :(—No. 11.

Tn writing of the religion of tho Mos-
lems, their Keran or inspired beok first
claims eur atlentior. 1t is made up ef
those revelations which Mahemet pro-
fossed frem time to timae te have received
dirsst from Gop, which he raepezted to
these abeut him and af which, according
te strict Makomedan doctrine eévery
word is of Divime command. When
made knewn, the different chapters were
by his fellewers committed te. memory,
or writtern dewn en palm-leaves, white
stones, pieces of leather, shoulder blades
of the sheep. amd camel and thess in
later yoars, Were put iute a chest in the
prophet’s.. house.  After Mahomet's
dsath a complets copy of all the Surus er

«chaptera were made - by his ~ secrotary. so

But Ely Cathedral—tiai, is;

“that there aro aniple grounds for leliav-
ing that the present existing Keran con-
sists 6f ths genuine werds of the pro-
phot” {Sir. W. Muir) Wrillen nt dilaer-
ent periods of lus life, the sentimenis
change and vary with the gmdual dove.
lopemont of his systom. In the earlior
chaplors we find him sesking divection
frem Gop thus “Praiss be to Gop, the
Lorp of all creatures ; tho mest marciful,
the King of the day of Judgoment. Theu
do wo worship, direct us in tho right
way.” (Komu Sura xv. 87.) In tho
lattar chapters the Doctrine of Iate is
taught, and also the Unity of the God-
head. Plurality of wives isallowed and
sensuous piclures of Tleaven and el
are intreduced.”  The just shall drink of
cup ol wine mixed with the walms of
Cnfur, and shall bo rewarded with a
gardon and silk garmeuts, therein shall
bo fruits and  palm-rees and agreeabls
ami hoautoous damsels, having fine black
oyus"ES_um 1v.] The genoral judgement
ig said to be announced by the trumpet
of the angel “Israfil” when the earth
shall shine by the light of the Loun and
the book shall be kid open and every
seul shall ho fully rewarded.” This is
the Feith. DPraclical religion ccusists of
five ohservamees. 1. Raocital of Beliof.
2 Prayer which Mahemst calls the pillar
of religion. 3. Fasting. 4. Almsgiving.
5. Pilgrimage to Mecen. Wa will new
turr te Archhishop Trench's analysis of
this systom, )

“Tho name which the Makemedans
give to their faith is Iefam, & word signi-
fiying the yielding of enssalf to Gon.
lere, ns 90 ¢ften we have in the nameo
that which lies deepest and nearest te the
heart of the thing. The contral idea el
this roligien in its noblest aspect is just
the surréndering of oneself to Gen ; but
then it is tho surrendering of eneself to
1lim as absolute power, net as hely love.
Wa behold it hero at once in ils strength

and its weakness; in its glrength
inasmuch as it doees prench this
vielding of self te Gon; in its

weaknoss, in that this surrender is lul
the surrender of the weak te tho strong.
Power belongsth unte Gon—this truth
the Mussulman had grasped with all the
cnergies of iz heart and seul; but he
had missed tho truth whiehjought evor to
ge along with it, that this absolute power
is wielded by perfect love. Man .is for
him Gon’s servant mot son. A mighty
gulf dividas them and shall devide them
for aver. The very titls Son of Gon is
blasphemy in bis ears.”

“Dut Mahomodaniam is mot marely
this falling back from the blessed truths
of the Gospul, it is a atill further retre-
cession in the spiritual history ef man-
kind. It falls shert, not merely of Cluris-
tian but also of Jewish truth. It is a
Judaism stript ef its prophecy and its
promise, reduced to a religion of nature,
witkout a priesthesd, witheut a sacrifice
aven a8 it is witheut any deep conrcious-
ness of sin, without a Massiah, It hns
no ideal of holiness, and indeed how
should it, when the man who stamds at its
centre, not without neble qualities,is yot
so full of blotsand blood-stains? You
read the whole Koran {kreugh witheut
coming on werda which in the leasl ro-
gemble these “imake ms a cloan heart, O
Gop, sed ronew a right spirit within me.
Purge me with Hysep and I shall o
clean ; wash e and I shall be whiter
than suow.”

“Qr turn te it i ifs social werking, as
it has approved itself during the twelve
centuries duriny which it has been upon
its trial: It has all the faults, all the
narrewness of a lecal religion, which by
strange umexpocted successes kas out-
grown the -region .of its birth, and" has
obtained & deminier mot limited bat
universal. o

The despetisms of the East are not the
accidents, but tho legitimate: outgrewtlis
‘of the Koeran, and a0 long as _this existe
as the autheritative ‘book, they teo must

truly ebserved, in- the. very act ewt of
slightly .alleviating, the - Keran - has-re-
cqgnizoi and ._porpbutod,’ ’phe. twe. fatal

exist with it. Then again, ea has heen|.

social evils of the Vast, polygamy amd
slavory” (iv. Lecture Zelum.)

The locture gloses with the following
remarkabla words. “Not munly things
which aro made up of both 4 mingled
woel of light awd darkuess, hey oll
sorve Gob, aud shall be shown al last lo
hava dene their part for the working out
of His ypurposy inthe world ; evon as in
tastern Lagend ofher spirils beside the
geod were eotpellad by Solomen 1o take
thair share ind dv drudging werk in the
rearing of the templo uf Gou

e ———
THE CONVERTS FIRST CURIST-
MAS.

Asdifferent as Ileaven from wvarth!”
forvantly exolaimed a yemng ocepvert
when ho contrasted his lirst Christotos
Day  with days spent when he was a
Mohammedun, Mo liad boen a bigoted
and bitlor oppenent of cur faith ; now, n
huwmble Leliaver, ho had parlakon, tfor the
fivat time, of the moemerials of a dying
Suvieur. He was ens of a large haud ot
tative Christizns who kopt o holiday al
Rataln, {u tho Punjab.

A peculiar tnterest in kenping Yule ot
Butala avese frem the  fiet that it was
only the second time that any Christinns
had heon there al the hely season, They
uew loeked frein various quarlers te the
Rev. I H. Baring’s school for untive
Chvristinn beys, as lo a centre of nitrac-
fion, thal school heing established in a
paluce of the former Malurajah Skers
Singh, near Batala.  Thither comae the
teachor's /07 (lady) from the mud-built
village in which aho is the enly Chris-
tian wenan; the eonvarted Faqir wrapt
it his Dlanket, the tradesinen Srom his
shop, the munshi, Lhe- scheolmaster, tho
youth in Govermmont - empluy; monx,
ween, brighl-eym! brown babies enme,
some frum Lhe distauce of twenty or
thirly miles, to have » hely and happy
Christinng tegether. e al loast nine of
the rdults prosent it was the first one
whiclt they ever had knewn. Semo came
unexpsctedly, though sure of a walcome.

About sixty Chrislinng asscinblad in

tho chzpel.  The wulls of the ence Mo-
hummaedar palace rang with *“Mark ) the
horald angels simg.” hewlily sung in
Urdn. The latter part of the day was
spent in imnocent wirth,  Thero were
fool-races holwaon Christinn, Mohamsme-
dai, and Mindu lads, boys from Mission
schools in Batala and neighbeuring vil-
lagos joinimg in Christmas amusemonts,
though strangers te deeper Christmas
joy.
The fenst was spread on  the floor of
the large sehool-roem, tables and chairs
being ucedless luxuries. Mora than sixty,
including children. sat down to the meal
in pleasaut followship, as tho early Chris-
tians might havo dono. ‘Those are the
oarly Christians of the P'nnjab, soms of
whem have knewn well what it is to he
“persecutad, hub net fersaken; csatl
down, but not destroyed.” Thore are
converted  Drahmins sharing the feast
with the lad of the despised Miltar eiass;
the “twice-born” have given up the proud
privileges of their caato. 'Fhe whilem
Mobammednan i chatting merrily with
the foriner Hindu. There is ne for-
mality or gloom ; Christinas sumshine is
over tho little flock gathered eut of
Loathen darkness,

Is there mo joy to the missionary in
svch aJmeoting as this? s it not werth
seme oflort and self-demial o sea day
dawning evera vast nation}

Perkaps soma one who haa hitherte
contented himself witk reading missien-
ary reperts,and subscribing te missionary
funds, will: pause and ask himself the
question, “Is mot Christ new - calling me
—even me—to go forth and lay my
grésp on the sicklel . May . it net ba that
the Christmas of 1880 will he my firat
Christmas in India?”

- A. L.\O. ‘E. ¢
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Ix 1869 there were 620 Chure

872, =

London and suburbs, - In 1879 they had i
increased ever 40 per cent,, aad mumbered «
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