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SPECIAL NOTICE.
sSUnscRIBEiRS IN ARtREARare respectfullyxeque ted.

to renitt at their earleste convenience. The very low price
at whieh the paper le publiahed renders necèessary a rlgld
enforcementf the raleopfpaymêntnadvanco.~Thelabel
gtves the date oi expiration.
Wihz fubeuribers pleae examine Label. and REMIT,

PROMPT rLr

CALENDAR FOR DEGEMBER.

Dia. 6th-Second Sunday in Advent.
13th-.Third Sunday in Advent.

•1lbh

" 18th EMBER DAYs.
t,9lth '
20th-Fourth Snnday in Advent.
21st-St. Thomas A. & M.

" 25th-OfiusnrAs.
26th-St. Stephen'-First M.
27th-St, John-Ap. & E.
28th-Firat Sunday after Christmas.

" 28th-The Innocents' Day.

AD TENT PAST ORAL OFTHE BISHOP
OF MAINE.

The solrimn season of Advent upon which we
have now, entered bas the same relation to the
Christmas festival as the season of Lont to the
Eater festival. The:meditations and spiritual
exerciseoa to which it Galle us are designed ta
cnable us to celebrate the Nativity of the Saviour
of men with tha joy of those who both realize
their need of a Saviour, and recognize in Jesue
ane whom God bath provided to be their Savi-
our. Christmas brings a cortain gladnss ta àll
hearts; and it exercisas a gracions innflence
even upon those who give littlo.heed to its real
siguifiosulce. IL basons tho bonds of selfishuese
and iricites to doeds of kindness 'and diffuses
pesce and good-will aven where tha source of
its poculiar power ia quite unrecognized, and
thç, <.unspea kablo gift" from God, which it
commemorates, wholly ignored. But only
thsec w/o believe in the reality of that gift, and
apprecitits value, Anow the true Chritmasjoy;'
and, therefore, the Church soks, during this
holy season, to ,quicken anew our. faith in
Christ, and ospecially to renew Su us. thesense
bf our holploss aud bopaless condition apart
ltn Rià.' Shb WouId'alsh ave us'serioualy
coôsider that We mqay pot clim ,the incàaiite
Son of God asour personal, Saviour, unlss we
are- serviùg Him as our Master, and are striving

ôtappp ourselves unto Him as -our 'Judge;
sliklid us to try and 'amine ourselves, e

'pont us of our sins and lioricoaings, to rouse
purselves to greatoe.watchulposs'nd more zeal-

us labors; that our rejoicing at the great fes-
ival mayýbe. with amore-reasonable confidence

ud tflle asstùee'àf faith. 'Lot ùs heed Her
ovîng voice d biikided by Éef wisddiî,
hnàking' ready thb wffy of the Lord ii our hearts

life14s•: sirud H&iielf shall beconie "the

portion of our inheritance .ad of our
dwgling within is, à rénniaà wel -spring ?
joy' and peace.-Th èNorth East.

SPECIAL MISSION SER-VICES.

These have bocome,airecognized and accepted
meaus ofoarrying ou the4ork of the Church;
and s l 'ell known have been in England
signally blessed of God. The great Advent
Mission so.long and sothoroughly p.repredfor
in New York bas been.most auspiciously opened
and now ia -in full operation. Our earnèst
prayer is thàt i may be e ectua n urning
the heona of tha 4isobedient to off
the just,. $eve eminentEnglishl Missioners
have been secured-.amongst them the Rev. lYÇd
Pigou, Tilcar of Halifax, England, and chaplain
in ordinary to the' Queen andtthe Rev W. H.
Aitken. We also notice that in varions other
cities of the United:States like services are be-
ing or have been inaugurated, and the thought
ha suggested itself t6 us that it would be ill
ifthe Caadian-Church wuId follow suit, aud
secure the services of somo of these experienced
and able Missioners for conducting Missions in
the chief cities. of thè Dominion. Could not a
Gei-eral Conimittee for thé Ecclesiastical Pro.
vince be fOamçd at once to carry out snob ser-
vices with the concurrence of each diocesan?
The Churc/h Press, of New York, thus speake of
the expectant attitude and active' life of the
ChuFch in the United States
h We are on the eve of a gloous revival in

the Church. ,It.ifa, indeed, ,already dswning.
The "showers of blessing " are now ,coming
down. In almost every part of the Churcli
there is a revived feeling, an invigorated faith,
an. earnest expectancy, a funess of communion
snd joy almost unparalled in the hisiory of the
Ch utoh. These mission>' elservices, are an]ly
the outome of the revival. which bas set lu.
They are in part the resulte of thé Spirit's bap-
tism and, power; and so again,, rightly used,
they will become means for obtaining a still
ripher baptiam of the Holy Ghost. Are not the
vlast days e" near at hand ? as .not the ' set
time " to favar Zion come.? I ;pot God even
now.waiting to be graciaous? And shallnot we,
asahgrea nnited Church eçmeup tathe "help
off the Lord, the help of the lord against the
mighty?" "S:ve now, woehbeaeech Thee, C)
Lord; O Lord we beseechli Thesend now pros-
perity I

Mayanot thebChurch in Canada participate in
this outpouring of the Spirit by the use of like,
means? We know mission services have been
held in several places, but not, we.'believe, gen-
crally, and, perhbps, not as effectually as might
be don if suh experienèed -leaders as those,
above mentioned could be and were obtained.
We.woùld very muchlike ta see a movement,
towards thinia4 4e:ln Montreal.

PROFOUNDER REGARD FOR .-THE:
SACRED SCRIPTURES.

(JYom T&e .:Curch.)
There are not a. few persans who have

"evolutionized" 'themseles eut of the rever-
ont use of the Sgcred Scriptures. They are
searcely consoions of? the çway in which- the
change has taken pl'aee'inthem. They simply.
know that they have lived in a different at-

mqphere, anu tl ey have gradually, come
under, its jnffueges and power; 'criticisms
whiêh once, ehocked them;..they1 now aocept
fnding nù otheriult with t hem thauithii.

that they are not thorogb enough. And now
their 'condition Ile the vr opî âits Il<tstt
of mind, possessed by the Psalwist; when he
cried out, Lord, what lové have I unto Thy
]aw I Ail thé day long is my tud? in it. O,
how sweet are Thy words unto my throat, yea,
sweeter than honey unto my. mouth i

It seems ta the writer that the farce of the
etaek upea ' B , fid e aide of the

"higher criticism,' t ã ba pent'tsel. In that
attack, very little bas been brought out and
established'at is new, aud mànt"of the argu-
ments advanced have not stood thetest iof a
still higher crfièlcsm to wlich ts? have be
subjeéted. Th& Bib le sa book, not ta be wor-
shi'péd i'but -t'b raverentI st'na wr-
clm is nt ta bedeprecated, but thie character
of that venei-ble booki o h h 'and ;is boue-
ficent influence so mighty aiid contant;'that
there l ittle excuse for the scholar.whd at-
tacks it oùn grounda that are uùhitori snd
that do not commend themselves ta the common
senne of mankind.

One year ago we illustrated "the power and
authority" of the Bible from the writings of
two scholars, with whoss genoral teachings we
do nt agree. But the etatements of atthew
Arnold in respect to the Bible as the "teacher
of righteousness" or "inspirer of conduct which
is more than thre-fourths of human life," and
the teaching of Dr. Pusey' that '! the authority
Of the Church depends upon Holy Seripture,"
had deeply impressed us, and we felt that they
would do gooa ta our reàders, as they had dons
good ta oursolves. We pursue th'e same course
this year, and we call attention ta a book lately
reviewed i our columns, ta wit, "A Layman's
Study of the English Bible," by Professor Fran-
cia- Bowen, LL.D., of Harvard College. Pro-
fessor Bowen indulges iu pretty free criticism,
but this increases the weight of his commenda-
tory irords.,
We wuote first is statemnt as ta the value

of the ible as an " English classic," illustrated
by its influence in forming the style of John
Ruskin.

"Jobn Ruskin is .certainly the greatest mas-
ter that the present century bas produced of
pure, idiomatie, vigorous and cloquent English

rose; and as the first volume a hie 'Modern
aintere,' perhaps his beast work, appeared ove

forty years ago, wbn ha was a recent 'graduata
of x Qford,' his style was perfectly fôrmed
while Le was yet a young man. -EHow was it
formed. In one of his latest writings ha bas
told us that in his childhood, as part of bis
home education, Lis mother required him to
commit ta menory, and repeat ta ber; passages
from the Bible. A similar custom, as seme of
us old men know,, prevailed hore in New Eng-
land oer balf a century ýgo, and I hope that.
ln some families it linger R stil uskin gives
us, thé exact list, twenty-six in naumer, of the
?salmsand chabptes he thus learned by heart;
and as thleation was, an the mai, an excel-
lent one,,wo. .eed not seek further for the
secret of his adiirabla diction and perfect comn-
mand ai Engli phrasealagy. lu his'Bat ae
contained two chapters froa the Pentateauch;
ti 15th and 20th e frorn xodus; eight of the
Psalms,"anion'g which ave the 9Oth, the'll9th
and. tho 139h;' the 5th, 6th and 'th of- Mat-
the*, being the whole Sermon on the Mount:
and othiers"

The Rible as a Text Bock of-Political Science.
With 'Prof.- Bowen the Bible ie something

more than a book of noble and lofty style. For
Le says:-
4"For the mere student of political science,
of the origin of governmeat, af thé thory of
legislation, - and "of the doterràiínîg causes of
national ahâraètst 1 iktiài .n stud? Mars
instructle -ù fruitfln ta bistr',
thd instution d a la of the Hebrew
p iople ." t t . . ' it 'i

B


