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SPECIAL NOTICE.

- ¢.* BUBSCRIBERSA IN Anmums are respectiully :equested
to remu. at thelr-earllest convenience. - The very low price
at which the paper 18 published renders nEcesun.ry o rigld
enforcement of the role of paymont, in advance.  The lakiel
z‘lvas ibe date of explration.

wil Sub:crtben please ezamine Label, and REMI T
s PR OMFT LY .

CALENDAR 'FOR DEOEMBER.

——

Dzu 6th—Socond Sanday in Advent.
¢ 13th—Third Sunday in Advent.

© « 18th
%, 18th
@ 19th

“ 20th—Fourth Sunday in Advent.

}Emnnn‘ Daxs.

e

. % 21st—St. Thomas A. & M.
¢« 25th—CHRISTMAS,
i 26th—=St. Stephen’s—Firat M.
 27th—S¢, John—Ap. & E.
« 98th—TFirst Sunday aftor Christmas..
¢ 28th—The Innocents’ Day.

ADVENT PASTORAL OF THE BISHOP
OF MAINE.

——

Tho solemn senson of Advent upon which we
have now entered has the same relation to-the

t

B thdso who believe in the reality of that yift, and
appreciate its value, know the true Christmas joy;

—

| Christmas festival as the season of Lent to the
Easter fostival. Tho:mieditations and spiritual
exercisos to which it calls us are designed to
cnahle us to celebrate the Nativity of the Saviour
of men with tho joy of those who both realize

1 their need of a Saviour, and recognize in Jesus
1 one whom God hath provided o e their Savi-
3 oour,

Christmas brings a cortain gladness to all
| hearts; and it oxerciscs n ,g}'acious influonce
' even upon those who give liftlo heed to its real
! significance. It loosens the bonds of selfishness
and mcxtes to deeds of kindness, tmd diffuses
penca and good-will oven whore tho source of
it poculiar power i8 quite unrecognized, and
\the “nnspeakablo gift” from. God, which it
commomorated, wholly ignored.. But only

g and, thorefore, the Church secks, during this
% holy, season, to guicken anow our. faith in
Christ, and cspecially to renew in us the.sense
of onr help]oss and hopeless condition apart|:
from Hith," Sho would ‘alss’ have us sériously |-

iSon of God as, our- parsonnl Sa.vmu;, unless we

o ap‘praVé ourselves unto ‘Him as-our Judge.|

| Si&e bxds us to try and examme ‘ourselves; ’co re-

jpent us of our sins and shortcomings, to rouse
Jourselvos to- greater watohfulness .&nd more zeal-
us labora; that our rejoicing at the great fes-
ival‘may be. with aimore. reasonable confidence
%.nd tufdller assumnce‘ of faith. ‘Liet us heed Her
loving vowe, and b gilided by Her 'wisdor,
?nakmg roady | the Wiy of the Liord in our hearts
md lives: nnd He Ipmself shall become “the

\
i

| in ordinary to the Quesn;and’.the Rev. W.. H.

| secure the services of some of these expenenced

‘I'the expectant attitude and active life of the

. the Church: .It is, indeed, already dawning.

| erally, and, perhips, not as effectually asmight

oonauler that wo may not claim the mcmnate ‘

iale« servitig Him as our: Master; and are striving | .~

portxon of our mhemta.uce and of our cup,
dwellmg within ds, 4 perenmal well-aprlng of
Jo y .and peace.—The North. East.

SPECIAI MISS[ON SER VIC’ES

——

These have bocome a 1ecogn1zed and accepted
mesns of‘earrying on thework of the Church;
and as'is'well known have been in Engln.nd
signally blessed of God. The great Advent
Mission s0.long and so thoroughly. pr epared for
in New: York has been most auspiciously opened
and now-is.in full operation.: Our ‘earnest
prayer s that it may be effectnal in tm'nmg
the hem‘ts of the, dlsobedlent to the wwdom of
the just.” . " Several emment ‘English Missioners
have been: secured——mnongst them the Rev.Dr,
Pigou, Vicar of Halifax, England, and Chaplain

Aitken. We also notice that in various other
cities of the ‘United States like services are be-
ing or have been maugma.ted and the thought
has suggested itaelf to'us that it wonld( ‘be well
'if the Oa.nadmn Church would follow. suit, and

and able Missioners for conducting Missions -in
the chief cities.of the Dominion. Could not &
General Committes for. the Eceleslastxcal Pro-
vince be for med at onco to carry out such sor-
vices with the concurrence of each diocesan 7
The Church Press, of New York, thus speaks of

Chuich in ¢the United States :—
 “Weare on.the eve of a .glovious. 1ev1val in

The “showexs of blessmg "are now .comin
down. In almost every part of; the Church
there is a revived feeling, an invigorated faith,
an earnest expeeta.ncy, s fulness of commumon
and joy almost unparalled i in the hisiory of the
Church. These ' mission” services are only
the outcome.of the revival which has get in.
They are in part the results of the Spirit’s bap-
tism and power; and so .again, rightly used,
they will become means - for obtaining . a still
richer baptism of the Holy Ghost. = Are not the
“‘lagt days” near at hand ? Has not the “ set
time " to favor Zion come? Is not God even:
now waiting to be gracious?  And shall notwe,
a8 2 great united Church, cqme up to the * help
of the Lord, the help of ‘the Tord against the
mighty ?”  “Szve. now, we, heseech Thee, O
Loui O Lord we beseech Thee send now, px 08-
per. lty I

May not the: Churchi in Ounada pm thpa.te in
this outpouring of the Spirit by the use of like
menns? . We know mission services have been

held in several places, but not, wé. believe, gén-

be done if snoh'experienced :leaders as those
above mentioned conld be and were obtained.
We.woiild very much'like to ses a movement
towmda thig, qnd,,mnde in Mont.ren]

SAC’.RE.D SO'.RIP T URES

(From; Th& Uhurch)

“There ave not a. few persons who have
“gvolutionized ” thewselves cut of the rever-
ent use: of the.Sacred. Scriptures. They are
scarcely..consmoua of: the W&y in. which - the
change has taken place'in'them. They simply
know that they have lived in a different at-
mogphere, - and.. they have gradually, come
under, ifs. mﬂuenoe .and . -power; - criticisme.
whi¢h once: shocked s thém;: they! now: ‘aocepl;

.,.;

thexr condmon is the vary opgom.te tq the stato

. ; of ‘mind possessed by the Péalmist:when he
L cned out, *Lord, -what: love bave I unto Thy

law! All'the day long is'mystudy in it. 0,
how sweet are Thy words unto my throat, yea,
sweater than honey unto:my mouth !

It seems to the writer that the force of the
attack upon the . Bible, from: the - mde of the
“higher criticism,”. has spent-itself., In that
attack, very little has been brought out and
este.bhshed tiat is new, "and most of the argu-
ments advanced -have not stood" the'‘test of a

still hlgher criticism to which they have been
subjected "The Biblé ia'a ‘book, not to be wor-
shipped; ' but-to, "bé’, reverently  stidied ; eriti-
cism s 1ot to be, de_precated but the chamctm
of that venerable baok is so bi h] and its bene-
ficent mﬂuence 80 mxghty an constnnt that
there is little ' ‘excuse for the scholar: who at-
tacks it on’ grounds thaf are ushistoric and
that do not commend themselves to the common
sense of mankind. :

‘One year ago we illustrated “the power and
authority” of the Bible from the writings of
two scholars, with whose general teachmgs we
do not agres. But the statements of ..atthew
Arnold in respect to -the Bible as the “ teacher
of righteousness™ or ‘‘inspirer of conduct which
is mere than three-fourths of human life)”’ and
the teaching of Dr. Pusey that  the authority
of the Church depends upon Holy Seripture,”
had deeply impressed us, and we felt that they
would do good o our rendel s, a8 they had dope
good to ourselves. We pursue the same course
this year, and we call attention to a book lately
reviewed in our columns, to wit, *“ A Layman’s
Study of the English szle," by Professor Fran-
cisBowen, LL.D., of Harvard College. Pro-

8| fassor Bowen mdulges in pretty free eriticism,

but this increases the weight of his commenda—
tory words. -

“We quote first his statement 24 to the valne
of the Bible as an “ Englizh classic,” illustrated
by its influence in forming the style of .T ohn
Ruoskin,

“ John Ruskin is .cer tainly the greatest mas-
ter that the present century has produced of
pure, idiomatic, vigorous and cloguent English
g rose ; sud a8 the first volume of his ‘ Modern
amtora, perhaps his best work, appear ed over
forty years 880, when he was a.ueeent graduate
of Oxford, his style was perfectly formed
while he was yet & young man. -How was it
formed. In ome of his latest writings be has
told us that in his childhood, as part. of his
{home education, his mother required him to
commit to memory, and repeat to her, passages
from the Bible. A similar custom, 8s-some of
us old men know,, prevailed here in New Eng-
land over half a century ago, and I’ hope that,
in sompg families it lmgem still. Ruskin gives
us, the exact. liat, twenty-six in number, of tho
Psaims and chaptens he thus learned by heart;
and as the selection was; n the main, an excel-
lent one, we. need not seek fur ther for _the
secret of his admirable diction and perfect com—
mand of Englieh phrassology. In his list are

.| contained two chapters from the ‘Pentateuch ;
PROFOUNDER REGARD FO.R THE ]

Ythe 15th and. 20th from Exodus; eight of: the,
Pealms,” aniong which are the 90*h the 119th’
{and. the 139th; the Bth, 6th and 7th of Mat-
thew, being the whole Sermon on the Mount,
and others.”

The B:blc asa Text Book of _Polmcul Science.

With :Prof.: Bowen the Bible is something
more than & book of noble and. lofty atyle For
he says:—

“# Por the mere student of political scmnce,
of the origin of governmant iof the theory of
législation, and "of ‘the determmmg causes of
national charagter, ‘I kiow''of no study more
instructive and fnntful thau that of the history,
the: mst;rtut.xonh and the laws of the HeerWj

ﬁndmg nio 0ther *ﬂmlt w1th them than thu,

people .



