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TIHE ASS AND lITS 3AsIASTeRS.

UNEI what unlucky star was 1
bora? asked an ass of Jupiter. "[ I
have to rise beforo the sun: and why ?
il order that I m:ay carry herbs to mair-

kect. A very fine reason, indccd, te.
spoiling my "l sleep." J upiter touched at
lis complaints, rave him another mas-
ter. The anima with long Gars and a
treniolidonis voice passed into the hands
of a tanner. Master Aliboron was soen
wveary with the weight and ba« odor of'
skins. I 1 an sorry I left my first
master;" said h ; I eould at least occa-
sionally meet with a few cabbage lcaves,
which ost me nothin ; at preont I
get nothing but knuclks. Again he
changed hands, and became a charcoal
burnier's ass; again complaints. " What
now 1" said .Tupiter in anger " this ani-
mal gives us more trouble than tn
others-Go back to your first master,
or be content with the ee you have.

We may go further and fare worse.

TUE rEACOCK TUE GOOSE AND THE
TUaî<EY.

A PEACoCiK vas in a barn yard with a
goose and a tarkey, who regarded her
with an envious eye, and laughed at
what they called lier "extrente gaudi.
ness." The peacock, safe in ber superi
or merit, despised their low bred envy,
and spread out her beautifal feathers te
blond them: " Sec with what pride
that haughty creature walks 1" cried the
turkey. " Was ever bird se vain ?" 'If
people coulid only sec interior mne 'i,
turkeys have far whiter flesh than that
villanous peacock.' " What hideous
legs I what ugly claws !" said the goosc!
99what horrid cries; they would frighten
the owlîs 1"

It is truc, said the peacock, I these
are defects; you may despise ny legs
and mlly voice, if you like ; but it yon
had thei, they woild not be faults."

Defects are easiest se'n wvhen aceom-
panicd with great excellences.

TiE CAT AND THE TwLo SPARROWS.

A YoUNG sparrow had been bronght up
with a kitten. They were intinatc
fricids; and could hardly ever be parted.
Their friendship indCrcased with their
age. Raton played with Pierrot;
Pierrot played with Raton o; ne with

his beak, the Other with lis paws though
Raton took care net to stick out bis
elaws. One day a neighbourimg spar-
row came to visit bis conrade. Good
day ! friend ; smid he. Good day I i-
swr d the Other. Your servant sr,
said the one. "' lo'r servant I sir," said
the otier. They vore not long
together befo ·e they. began te quarrel
and lRaton took part with Licrrot,
"l What V! exclaimed he, is this stranger
se bold as to iîîsult my frind ? It shall
not be I swcar by al the cats;" there-
îupon lie cat the stranger without cere-

nuy. ;" Truly l' said he " a sparrow
is a deeloous iorsel . I had no idea that
birds were so swet, cono my little
friend, I mnst eau you too; you took
part viII your fellony sparrow, there is
something to be said te you on that
scoelc.,

The society of wicked men is always
te be feared.

THE ACORN AND THE 31usH1ROOM.
AN aeorl fell from an oni, and fOund
itself side by side with a mushroon.
"l Scouidrel 1" said the aeorn, " have you
the presumptiàn te approach so near
your superiors ? offspring ofa dunghill I
howI do you dare lift up your head in a
place enobled by my aàncestors for so
mnany ages ?" " Do you know who I
am ?" " Ilustrious lord.l" said the mush-
roonî, "I kiow you w'ell and your an-
cestors before yon; I do ouct pretend te
deny the honor of your birthi, lor te
compare it -with mine." "On the con-
trary, I declare that I do not.know
whence I sprung ; but I have giïalities
you have not, I tickie the palates of
men, and I give a delicioIs flavor te the
most exquisite and delicate meats,
whereas you, with all your pride of an-
cestry, are oly fit te fatten hogs."

It is riot whiat we have bee, but what
,ie are.

TH1E GOAl AND, T11E FOX.
AN old goat wnith long beard and nuch
expeionde having passed the day in
philosophical refiections on the nature
and Ounditions of things in general and
cfanimalsin particular,cane to the
conclusion te be contented with lis lot.
Puefectly satisfied with himslfhis beard
and his reflections Ilc startöd towards
night for his stable On pmssing a deep


