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OUR TABLE.

wway, and Anno opened the door expecting to
sve Her husbund. The dug dashed furicusly out,
but no sign of Mart appeared.  The young wile
went ont into the piercing air--saw and heard
nothing, and was slowly turningin, when a sound
“eaught her ear—it was the sound of haofs striking
full und sharp upou the frozen ground.. So hud
. Mart never approached before.” Dut there was
no time for wonder, for the neXt moment. the
horse gulloped up to the door and stopped.  An-
no saw instantly thut something unusual had hap-
pened——the nnimal was dripping with fonm und
trembling all over—the sledge was veversed, and
above all, Mart was not the
Anno was but the girl still ; she called quick
to her grandmother--the okl woman did not an-
swer—-she {low into the inner room.  Liso was
studing motionless with her fuce turned from
the daor. There was no light save from the lit-
tle snowed up window; but Anno saw enough to
Lnow thut she stood in prayer.  “ Oh! Jummal!”
(Gad) suid the poor girl w horgelf, “ hewe hor!”
~and Jerving her undistirbed, she ran nzeain ont of
! the house, gave one look at the trembling horse,
- “ond then nll trembling lierself, bogan to retruce
-othe o aack in which it had come, - -
© - We must now veturn to Mart, whony we left
ittt position.  1Te knew what it was to
put torth his strength i games and wrestling
matehes, nud it was sueh ns, shoulder to shoulder,
amd - musele to musele, few eonld - withstnd,
Jut- it was as nothing now:agninst the héavy
*welght, the;vieelike teeth—the. re
¢ thut held him down_on- every;side. - Jo; ‘
“steonds the desperate” violenee - of. [a” mah 1o
whom life is sweet,nnd suéh o death most horr
" ble, shook off the pitiless nssailnnts; but his own
blood hud dyed the stuow, and the sizht of it
. scemied to tuen ferocity into fury. - The blond-
"‘honnds closed upon him—they pulled him down!
. Teople sny there is no time 1o think in swlden,
l‘dungt —they hay There

v never known one.

are more thonghts struck Trom the mind in” one ;i

lision:with sudden and desperate pe-
of Tenrless seéurity. ‘The sweels
of thiis cartli=the hume that luy’ so near—the
mys iy of ieaven, swept over puor :\l':u'l..'s minds
Ty, even purticulars found time to inteude. e
thonghrhow Annoand Tiso wouldwatch through
the night—how his mungled remains would tell
allin the morning—Annu’s despair, the villnge
lament: he thonght ol'n)} this, el nore, and knew
himself in' the jows of hungry “wolves! "Then
those foud lurid eyes glaved over him; the tigh-
tening of the' thront tulloweil, and thinking was
over.. Still he struggled 1o reléase his arm:
zonsp on the throat was ‘suffoenting  hin
senses reeled==whien o a sudden—ias )
wnother muimal bavd-breathing along; thréw it-
self into the midst with one sharp howl, and fus-
tencil wpon the ehief assailunt.* 'Tho wolves re-
Tuxed their fury for an instant; Mavt reeled wid-
" dily to his foet, and recognised his brave dog
~Por n second he stoud stunued and bewildered;
* When' he s ene wolf recrenting, aud all theee
attncking the dauntless Karrin Luis. Ile_turncd
to hielp im, and a bright- object caught his eye:
it was his hatchet 1ying on the snow, within ari's
lenggth of his lust strugte.” Mavt satehed it up
and swas now himself agnin, - Blood was dripping
from - him, Lut his limbs v
Fious were the blows he denlt. -

re uninjured, and fu-

ding wsp,

‘earessed him more and more,

One wolf soon lay dead at his féet; the otlier
cowed, and retrented, spilling his blood s he went,
and held off, skulking rowul; and now Mart pour- o
ed his whole fury on the great monster, which )
held Korrig Pois in as, stifling o grasp as he had
done his master. - It wis 1o ensy task to relense
thedog, * The hateher rang on the wolf's skull,
rattled on liis ribs, and lnid bare the gntnt buek- <
bone; but the dug’s ‘ewn hody interrupted any
mortal wound, and the wolt' seemed to feel -no
other.  Toor Kurria Pois’ ease was desperate;
his legs were all drawn tugethey, protecting the
ve s he songht to wound, when suddenly
he stretehed himself out with ssme tresh agany
and the hatehet was buried deep in the woll
throat,  Many more fierce. strokes were needed
buefove fife was extinet; und as Mart rose, a hand
on his shoulder startled him, aud his wife fell on
his hosom.

“dart!”

“ Anno! : -
T.ung did the young couple stand in speechless
embrace; bue the weaker sipported the stronger, S
forr Mart’s manly terve was gone, and ‘he. leant L

on’ Ao like o strengihless'ehild. -0 - i
o Aart,. Mart! Oh! you .are safe--dear g
Mart!” For all answer, Murt pressed hercloser, 2 b
“eT3ue what is heve?” for her hand  which Juid ;
on his shoukler wans wet with a warn chunmy :
e, and there juht enough'to see that -
dark stain which nothing else is ke, © ° 7
aave hurt, you are bleeding!” and -
aoiner bnek wstep, she saw for the first'tine Jier &
hushand’s_comdition, . The:two dead wolves, the i
ausping - dog—the bloady “and. furrowed - snow!:
and the fl and’ dreadiu) truth enme’ upon” Yer, .
anel ‘she burse into passionate.sobs. Lo

In trath Mart presented a frightful aspeet; his =
sheepskin hung in strips, for-cach claw bad cut
it like u knife, his shoulder was bare, not only to
theflesh, but to the bone; his long hair was dis-
Nl irticle of clothing was torn and

JIt was ton evident (hat” some: drewdful
gle had wken plice,” and . Antw now sow
d . # i

“NMarts tirnto support; | his
strength was retuined, and with it his unflugging
swuetiess, | P o ;
wAnno! Einokenne! Annol pait don'tery so;! - FO
I am safe and well, - only.« few seratches on ny. | I
skin: you'll have to pateh me np. as well as my E
clothes. ~ Let's attend to poor Karrin, Pois—no= " i
lndy but yon could have mule me forget him— - 00
1 fear heis more hurt than his master” )
And the young conple leant over him and ten-
dorly exemined his wounds. Then:with wany f
tears Ao reluted Jow jo the deepest sleep the
faithtul uld dog had seemed to réceive tidings of
his wastee's danger; and Mart deseribed huw ho
ek veachid his side when® his need was ag the
areatest—thongh he did not .suy how great that .
Teed had heen—uit Anno knew; and then both

There was life in the old dog yet, and more than 1+
they had ventured at first to-expect; his: throag ;.-
wass lucerated, his-ear torn;through, and many a ',
Dbite and n rent bad he on his body, but he licked
the bands that felt his wowids, and, rising on his -
feet, shook o shower of ‘bivod from him.>‘Llien;
B deliberately-smelt. first ut orie; wlf's carcase, .
andl then at the other, to see that all;was right,
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