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io“ fhi-s morning, T wish you to make yourself
8 klllmg as possible, that my pretty Florence
m}? ]“0t be outshone by her ladyship; for I
on “‘ d not \\'or.xdor if she made a violent assault
tions ® attentions of poor Fred, as his expecta-
gall, are rather better tlmf) those of our other
cﬂm-ents, and I am dctcx:mmcd she shall cither
on s:t herself with the Knight of Lincoln, whom
Poor E)l'l ha‘s 80 lauded her beauty, or, throwing
. 0 in the shade, condescend to smile on
dgar Roscoe,”

i
Ishall not enter into any of your schemes,”

sl

Must pot rely on me to assist you in your

o Us plans, Byt You know we are to walk this

l‘nmg.n ] .

::’;{ were soon ready for their walk, and lady
beg 4 o'f‘;f she placed thg neat straw hat on the
'f"‘;rnq Florence, kissed her check and led ber

» ¢ chambey, . .
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:::EN the
o, © Companions awziting them, and sll arose at
ddresseea"e t.he room. As they did so, Florence
he A 3 slight remark to Sir Edgar, who, as
tﬂnwn;"ed' Presented his arm., She accepted
Jen, "‘31:)', for the remembrance of what Sir
to vai 1 ;a:d! mad.e ber wish- in some manner
od oy the B“ F l‘ede'nck. .A dark frown gather-
°f~lad). "% of his-lardship as he drew the arm
%"’ﬁtur ATTiet through his, much to the dis-
the o ® °. l':awton, who, as if determined that
]."’*‘nt sh?;e "Lthe formerly established arrange-
R ar? ]ful\i., Gr :cge’neral, Placed himself beside the
fello,, s Yas rather coolly done fur so quiet a
she gansg"'. dgar,” remarked lady Harriet, as
egin 1o th‘o “eary of her brother’s silence! I
A~ Nk he has some of the true spirit affer
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"oy SL:‘;’:S Oakley,” said Lord Frederick,
fing tha 1 M0k thus to trifle with me! She shall
 hep o " N0 Subnit 1o become the victim
Betry! I hag thought her good and
as beautiful, but I fear L. have
*if she will listen ¢ he fl y
Meg vur. sten to the flattery of
of & s”\\ ilmot, gng encourage the attentions
Barg 0;’:' Roscoe, she i3 not worthy the re-
Cvep. aet] “ho hag studiously endeavored, in

ftud °“0:f):1§.s life, to follow the path of rec-
toth, )
Iy Conr.+ dear brother! do not judge too hasti-

orence, when Sir Edgar presented
’ °F Bcceptance, consistent] have
I % T, but T prefer to walk wid

) s preler to walk with lord

saj
) d lorence, whose heart beat painfully; “so

Y entered the drawing-room they found .

- A
Frederick,” and on what other pretence could she
have declined him? No, brother mine, you
must admit that she is entircly exempt from
blame; and if You  do not abandon at once
all your jealous thoughts, and grant her a
free and unconditional pardon, I shall pronounce
you devoid of even the common feclings of hu-
vnanity, and proclaim you to the world as mon-
ster of malignity, who should be seen only to be
dreaded and aviided.” !

“ But the affuir of Sir James,” said his Lord-
ship, laughing. “’Twas you, yourself, that in-
truded on the flirtation, and how will Yyou excuse
it?” . .

It was too trifling to need to be excused; it
merely was, that they, entirely by chance, were
the first to enter the breakfast room, though
which preceded the other I kuow not. When I
entered, 'tis true they were conversing, but the

subject of conversation could have had but little-

interest for either, for they were speaking of
lady Emily Percy, whom the baronet seems to
think a paragon of perfection; so now that Flo-
rence is exempted from all the accusations laid
to her charge you cannot longer withhold your
pardon,”

*“ You .are so persuasive an advocate, that it

were hard to withhold any thing you please to
ask; more especially as my own heart adds its
pleadings; but, seriously, dear Harriet, did you
believe my attentions to Miss Oakley dictated by
affection, would you not have hesitated to vindi.
cate her? Would you not rather have cherished
the belief that she was unworthy of my love?—and
would you nut refuse to acknowledge as the bride

of your only brother, one so unknown as she is?” -

* Seriously, then, if you wish, permit me to

say that the dearest wish of my heart js, that |

dear Florence may become my sister; the bride of
my brother; and you know not how I have re-
Joiced to mark the attachment apparently spring-
ing up between yow. And now I have one im-
portant request towmake of you;—it is that when
the Lady Emily Percy is added to our party,
your devotion to Florence may not be transfer-
red to her ladyship. Promise me this, dear
Frederick, it you love me, for believe me, much
may depend on your present firmness, I am well
aware that to promote a uuion between you and
Lady Emily, is the motive of the present visit.
Do you ask for proof 2 Then know that I learn-
ed it from & privute conversation which I overe
heard between the Earl and Countess, They
are ularmed at your apparent partiality to Flo-

rence, and think this high-born beauty may” de- |

tach you froin her. Be firm in your purpose, and
neither by word or act permit them to hope, for
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