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aftcr the seranon whosc text biat dtiurbet Mabel, she entcred Mrs. flur-
nisu's charining litile boudoir to ask directionis about soine leiters titat lady,
wished written, a-id she foutut Gabb atininistering restoratives to lier tiis-
tress, wlto %vas in tears. Mabel, with an ipoiogy, 'vai ibout to %vitildraw,
wheîi Mrs. llurnish, to Gabb's il-concealed atunoyance, erutreateti lier to re.
main, saying 'I shail bc b)etter lîrtsently.' 'Mabel féit sorry to sc a li<îtor
stand on the table, andi that ithe facile dotstic, ivitît cagur mntifestations
of intense syîiipathy, %vas miixing a copious potion.

IlYoitr nerves, tuent, nîust be awfully weak. X'ou're £00 iendcr'..arted,
memn,' cycing as sIte spoke a leiter oit the table. 'I1 neyer but once livcd
wiîth such a lady with such a 'art, andi that was dear Lady Penbicat, who
used to write sucît beautiful poeiry, about the pcasan£ry and the lower or-
tiers ; I do tlîiîk sIe broke lier 'art about 'cati, nient. lier feelings nlever
tvould let lier sec 'cni or speak to 'cm. I always dit tîtat for her ; andi you,
ment, are jest thte saine; sich a 'art. Won't you try a hittle more?-jest a
taste-it won't hurt you, mcm. Dr. filand, Lady Pcauîbleat's own physician
tatight nie how to attix it, mcem; 've alwvays called it Dr. Bland's mixture,
andi I never foufit it fail-never 1"

IlWbat is it to do ? said Mabel.
44It's a certing cure, MNiss, for loiv spirits and 'sterical sentimens-

sensations I shoulti say, mcm-which aIl] delicate and tendcr.arted ladies
suffers front, though seltom ta such a dcgree as ycuu, mcm.'

There was a tonle in this reply that somehow indicaiet that Mabel was
neither delicate nor tcnticr-heartcti, and Mrs. Burnish liked sympathy ail
the better that conveyet a disparagement of anr>!her, aven if thiat otîter
vas ber friend. 'lo bc thought more exquilisiîely susceptible-afi ner fa bric
titan any ane aise, 'vas, as the wily Gabb wcll Lkaaew, her wenkness; and, like
a skilful tactican, sIte bat tmade not lier mistress's mtîcits, but ber defects, a
study, kîiowing that people are alivays nîost easily ianagedt £lrough their
ruling foibles.

4Wlîat dit poor L.atiy Pcniblcat die of, Gabb ?" said Mrs. flurnish,
relapsing into tears.

"1Oji, dear, tna, don't distrcss yourslfý-don't nowv. Not af nothinîg
-east ways flot of bier rmes. Dr. lant kep bier alive, i ccrting sure,
for years. She 'vas quite elderry-I nîiiý.ht say' ot, only age, isn't mentioned
ta ladies-and she nijglit have been living no-., but lier ladyship) over-ex-
cet herseli, going ta parties 'vhen ber grandson, young Lord Simon Pecn-
bleat, came of age, and married thte rich Miss Mlasb, of Trnon on I3rert."

"«Ah! I rentember," sait Is. Burnisi, drying ber tears with sueden
anjimation, gratificti b>' rccollecting thte aristocratie iarriage Miss Mash,
the ricli brewcr.ç daugîtter, had matie-buying 'vitî the 'vealîl lier (ailier
bat filteret from, fools, a liusbant whc' conubinct i t ingredients of fool
and bruie in as admnirable proportion as ainy compound that distillers' or
brewcrs' art couit mix. 'Happy Miss Mash'

Mrs Ilsmisli, whcthcr tenliveneti by the picasant recollection of this
joyful wetting, or feeling the glow of lir. Blant's nuixtur2-. %vas sooti quite
anotîter creatura. And thoui Gabb contintîed to linger abuut Ille roomn
as long as possible, she 'vas obliget to go awvay a- last, without finding out
the co>ntents of the lettcr whicli bat dit:îrbeti ber mtistress, and wbiclî ber
instinct toit bier containcti some fatîtil>' secrct. She scentcd it as a crowv
scents camrion. She mate herself unends as soon as she shut the door by
shaking ber liead, anti snauîping lier ingcr- * ant i nuttering beit-.een bier
tccth, 'Ah, Matani Tun anti Noggi n, Fil be ulisides with -oxt yet.'

M;\is. Burnish, at thtat vcry monment, 'vas sayiîtg taIo e "Wha.t an
excellent clcvcr creaturc that Gah is ! Sa well trained by Lady I>etîblcat.
TIlicres nothîing hikec having a maid îhat's livcti in goot fanîiilies2

"lo which Mà%abcl, as shc liat nothing to object, assenteti ; anti Itan
%m Buratish conzinte, iooking ait the ]citer on thte tableand taking ih ini 1
lier hanti, 'vitî a sigb, Il I thtought Miss Alterton, as yoît are a quiet youing
pcrson-youing lady I mean-and I mîust -av' linvca-sist nie in ni> nuanyI
occupations-for -il *1of my naie must Icat active lives -its axpcctiý of us,anti I arn great>' worn, as you sec, ii> nerves qutite shtateret-but as I 'vas
2aYtng, you have been of use ta mite occas:onall n r robe bu

fantil> niatter-an oIt grief, Miss Altcrton." . nila ruît bu
Hecre ber cycs liet w-itlt tcars, anti lâabcl, fearing a relapbe, beggcd 1

hier ta defer bier commt~unication until sIte fcît becttcr. andt bec bier ta getc
uit,:. sicep; but Mms lurnish irouît flot be quietei, anti site continueti,

I have one brother, 'Miss Alterton, a tear creature as ever licd-he 1
is but a ycar eider than I an, and ail our chtihthocti was passet togcther; c
've 'vere neyer separaîcti. For my> faticr, I suppose )-ou knew, %%.s a clergy. 1
man. l'es," she attet, as 'Mabel confesset lie- ignorance of ihuat fact, l'he
'vas, anti a great (rient ta oIt Sir Hapwood Burnish. P'apa 'va s vicar ofr
Sir Hopwood's village, in Suissex, for ninn vears. WVe 'vere flot cxactly t
rich then, but papa liat cxpcîa£ions frmatît a ver> 'valtit> oIt aunt Poor
palpa! lie 'vas a mart)r ta the gain, andi lie dicti bei'orc luis aunt, 'vho
'vas twice lit ge,tt :nost cccenric-ais liard as a granite rock-a rigit
water.dnrinker, l'apa tisctto sav'ovar lus 'inei-be *vas tîte wi£îicst creattur!- V
noa dinncr hany in the coiint>' 'as comupiee 'vithout him-lie uset to s-1) d
that ]lis witer-ihrinking aunt 'vasç a petrif.icion-at fossill 1~el as 1 wis s
saytflg. poor ptapa tnok colt, it£cntiing the (citerai ol the first Misr.. Burnisi S
-- îtat crotchetty I)ehantcrc"i minîima. Iladt hbeen triny onc eisc's funeral, a
tht'i curatc 'vauld have tone dty for luti, as he nlways dit; but papa si'vante I to shcw respect ta the amilv. An-.xnt-I neyer can cndure ta sî

hear the first 1Mrs. flurnîsi mnicnioned, or see hcr picture, for it was ai
through lier fiuit-funeral, I should say-that I lost ny dear papa. VTe
gout Ilui to bis ttoii-.cli." Just at this point of liernarrative, Mrs. Burnisil
burst into tears ; and Mabel, flot knowing what to say, rcaarked, hoping to
briaîg lier back £0 the letter-

"And your brother, madam ?
"Ai, ycs ! my brother," resutned the lady. "As our nianîra diedwheln we were little childrcn, 1 liad nobody but niy brother. %Ve grew uptogtliîer, Miss Alterton, and our aunt took us to live with lier whien papa

died. 1 %vas so very unconirortable there, tîtat 1 rejoiced at the prospect of
a change of state. As the daughtcr of his oid clericîI friend, Sir Hopwood
considered that I should inake a kind mnamnia to little Dclanîerc-and so
Pin sure, 1 htave, only, unfortunately, lie had flot inucli affection. My
aunt's death made niy brother ricît, and gave mne a gond fortune. As soon
as My mourning was ovr-of course, it w3uld have been ver), uniadylike
not to stipulate 0for that-I married. Ahi me! I neyer repincd." blrs.
l3urnish said this in that tone of imipliec ianartyrdomn with which some ladicî
think it orthodox to speak of their titarriage. "lNo, I neyer rcpincd,
tîtougli Lady Burnisît, I miust say, never undcrstood nie. But where
was I ?"ý

IlDid your brother residc iih you ?" said Mabel, £rying another knot
in the broken thrcad'of the narative.

IlCcrtainly not. I felt the separation from, him greatly. He came to
live in chatnbers in London, and coînmenced tht. study of law. Dear
fellow ! his ineans wcre ample, and bis studies wcre just to give him a pos-
ition. Gentlemen arc flot like us ; £lîcy scin to wan£t aposition or some-
thing. %Vcll, as I wvas saying, he was a wondcrful comnpanion-just lake
dear papa. INr. Burnish, Miss Alterton, is, as yo tîay have rcmiarked,
railler grave. It is the habit of the fatnily. Plrofound nîinds, I'm told, ai.
ways are; and my brother, I must say, was flot quite so papular herc, as,for my sake, he ought to have been. His pleasantries and bis clegant
tastes <he %v.is quite a connoisseur in table maîtars, wines cspecially) wcrc
flot rcsponded to. I felt i. l'es, I (it it very ntuch ; and so did poor
Edward, l'in sure. W'by. lie wvas such a taster for the. beer, that he actually
brought 1£ ta the perfection OC qU.ality titat lias M2de the breiverv. But he
took offencc, and ceased to, coule, and formied sonie acquaintances tîtat
took advanýage of luts fine nature, and î>zrverted ltim. I£' surprising hoiv
ready some people arc ta condemn any littie fault; andi, I mnust say, Mr.
BurAish was flot kind to my brother-!tc acîually callcd him, a "drunkardY"
l'es ! you niy well look amaiized. This harshnesis, and the wickecd arts of
Sltafton Kecn's father-i notoriouîily intcnp.-rate man, who lit last drank
hims"-'f to dcath, and who entratiped my brother into espousing his part in
a familv quarrcl about Nlr& Keen's fortune-matie niy poor brother wvor.:c;

atfr years and ye.irs, I cannot tell you what I sufrcreti. He did scstrange thing-L So.-ichoir, lie got entangled in a !aw-suit, and lie wcnt tu
]ive ini a strange place over the watcr, "1out of the iva>'," as thcy call it. 1
wen once tu sec him, anti I was iii for months aller. I had hoped hie
would bave inirricti. He aniglit, l'ni sure, ]lave had aintost an)' girl, for
bioldi_ UI) his finger-lie %vas so intisame. Sîtch distinguishcd dark
cyes," sauid Mrm Burnish. opcnig lier own ver' %ville, aind looking imprcs.
sive. IlBut cvcry îliingvwent wrang. Andi, as I sauti, if lie tit flot niarry,so mnucl the bcucer for liy boys. But nto oune wiIl be Ilec better-he was
ruitîed 1. Thnt, fine fortune filcheti away fromi Iin byt de gning people; andt
the worst of it was, lie liad an cntanglement with a crafty woman-a low
crca£ture-aL waitercss, or ch.amher-ma.-id-wli.at do thcy ciau them ?-overat
that pîlace whcrc he was Ilaut of the wa)-;" anti, as eoon as lie could gct
clcir of blis creditors, he took lier ta Boulogne with ltim, and we actually
Eeared lie had comîîletcd bis tic,,r.daiion by m3rrying lier!"

Mabel lookcd up in surprise ait tltii vien of morais. 1£ was new ta
icr, whtich siîowcd liow impcrfect ber education batd been in some fashion.
ibie points.

"1Az, lasi, %vould you bel icvec i4 lie %vis actuaily in povcri>'. Ibat sent
iitii nione>' ovcr and over zigain. I rcally dcnied nîiYself miany, tlings I
oraniet at Howvcll ant J.tnies's;-my, bill tiere wvaç next ta nothing. At
ast, MNr. Burnlish forbade nic lîelping him, and toak the lîtatter it ils
,wn bants. An annuity was settîcti on in, oit cunuiii of lus assuring
as lic was flot married, anti partng froni ibiat bat woni.în wh1o hat ruined
îtm. lia wa;, of course, disg-usted with ber by that time ; but thcre was a
liffcuîty ini the case. Suec hati a citilti; oi coursc'. sIte prcterudt was nuy
rothcr'. Site dit ixta, you knowç, tu get up a ciaitu on lin. Andi tlicre
ças fia end of troublu wili titis wickcti crciiurc ; fut sie wouiti not part
çitît the chutd. My brother at last laft*hcr, anîd went ta Gucrnsey; anti
here lie lias livet for two ycar.% andu 1 have becri nt pcc."

IAni tlle poor-tite young wornaa. ant iber chutd, tîîadam ?"
"lOh ! I know. :uoibing of tlicim. Onrc a leitr, tîtat she bat the as-

urance £0 write, Icame £0 mie; of c'flrsc, I dit) flot notice it. Andi once, last
,inter, as I %vas crossing the p.tvement, en a vcrv colti niglit, froni thc hall
loor ta ni> carrnage, a sliorkitig'ierce creature, th a chîild nt bier sida,
toppeti me, in ail1 thte coud, andI 1 drcsseti fur in cvc.i!ng party. 0f course,
hliff'kzins drove: lier away. I tlîink site mnust have been intoxicaîcti. I
lways concluticd it was that bat 'voman vîta eniriîppcd niy brother. WVc
ent word ta the police, whît narrowly 'vatclicti aur liotse aftcr, but neyer
ccurcd li."


