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B ¢onteibutors and Gorvespondents.
DIARY IN THFE BAST.
DAMASCYS,

1 hiad but & short slesy tho night after
R .y ride Lo the Dog Rivor,
B8  The Weaud I had taken seats in the
s diligence for Damnscus on May 12th, and
[ acit starts at 4 a.m., wo wore vory early
B8 s, Wo woro able to got tho eonpo,
which only contains throe passongers, so
' we were as comforiable as wo could be in
B »journey of fourteon and a-half hours,
P (rring somo of which the sun beat in on
B us in great forco, and the dust rose in
3 soffocating clonds, After the months of
B journeyings on horsebnck, I &id not at ull
 snjoy this rewnrn to oivilized oonveyanoss,
B and folt inclined to envy some travollors
I whom wo met riding along with their con.
M voy of muletecrs. But the diligence bas
RE ths advantage of speod, and that was g
grest consideration $o the W's who had
no time to spare. After wo got beyond
tho outekirts of Beyrout, with its groves
of mulberries and olives, our road for some
R hours was a continual ascen$, somotimes
by long slopes, somotimes by zig zags, by
which il js mado possible for wheeled car.
F risges to reach the summit of the pass,
B The voad crosses Lisbanon at a height of
B tome 5000 fest, then desconding to the
valloy whioh divides Liebanon from Auti.
B lebanon, and which is about 2570 foel
abovo the son, again ascends in cromsing
Antilehanon fo 3,600 fest, and again
descends to Damasouns, which is 2,200 foet
in clevation. Asasll these changes of ele.
vation ocourin & distancs of some thirty.
five or forly wiles, the ascents and descents
are very rapid, and it has roquired very
good engineering to make the excellent
road by which the huge heavy diligences
oross the mountain. On the stoopest
siages mules are used instead of hor ses,
being found better for suoh work, On
our way wo paswed immense long traing of
waggons belonging {o the same French
ocompany as the diligences, and by, whicl
the merchandize of Europe passes to Dam.
L

of rond carried along the side of » steop
hill, from which we looked down into a
splendid valley eight or nine miles a0ross,
dotted with villages, and sprinkled with 3
bandsome pine tree, whioh, though it does
not at all equal the real cedar of Lebanon,
| yot is & very fine objeot. Of the real cedar
T did not seo & single tres., The group
which {ravellers 80 often viait lies far away
from the road to Damasous, high up in »
nook of the mountains, It ean only be
) rosched on horseback, and at {he time I
went {0 Damascus the trip was barely
practicable from ths abandanee of snow
sill remaining on the higher parts of
Lisbanon,

Wo passed a good deal of snow even by
the eide of the road, and the large lump
which tho conductor handed into me was
P very refreshing  after the dusty heat
through which we had paseed befors we
Yeached the summit of the pess. As we
pproxehiod the sboep desoent into the
fBuksx (as the plain between the two
Lebanonsis called), weall had amagnificent
B Yiow ovor its wide extent, apreading out
horth and south befora us, bounded south-
wards by the grand form of Hermon with
Wils ercst of smow. This valloy of the
f Bukas, watered by the Litany, and its
gtibutary streams, is fisted o provide food
for an immense population, but thers are
only & fow villages now dotted here and
B there over it. One of these is at Baalbek,
@vwhich many travellers reach by leaving

the diligenes at the half-way-house in the

Bukas, from which, with good horses, a

Bix honr's ride across the level plain takes
hew to Baalbok.

We did not attempt the oxpedition at

Rhis tlime, but X afterwards was able to
Fiake an oxpedition alone o ihe Lobanon,
ud then saw Baalbek. After dinner at
BRe Half.way-honse and half an hour's rest,
"0 Started ugain aoross the Bukas to Antj.
'ban0n, Weo soon paseed an immense
Bock of sheep with many wild-looking men
in_sheep akin conts accompanying
Bem. T looked &b them with great in-
eerest, They were Koords, From far
oerdistan shey had brought these sheep,
Wore proveeding southwards to mel
£ in tho plawe it thoy wero not all dis
Pored of en.ronfe, They seemed to bs hold-
Mg & sort ot tar in the Buksa, and wonld
prebably dispose of & good part of their
ok, Whosuieop (ke those ot the Yiobanon
1 Paleatine,) tiad the large tails, the fai
P whioh is so muoh prized,
Lo pase by whiol the Diligenoa road
AYOrsos the Autilebanon, 34 in some re

ecla aven finer then that over Lebanon.
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bushes of swoot-geented yellow jasmaine,
and other pretty evergresns. The other
was the wils gorge by which we dezoended
towards Diamaseus, At fist the grand
lofty oliffs on ench sido rose up in gloowy
ruggedness, whilo the rond wound 1n snd
out ronnd masses of yock that had fallen
from above by the sido of a prettv sparkling
brook, I'rom this gorgo we emorged on a
olrotoh of desolate flat of groat extent.
Bare and batren, not a hionss nor a tros to
he seen. The blazing sun brought out all
its features of desolation. TlHs barren
distriet i3 eaid to contsin some 100 BQUAre
miles, Oroesing it from west to onet wo
suddenly como to a deep glon which ap
pearodas if by magio before us, and pro.
sented the most wonderful contrast to the
barron flat. It was the glon of the Abana,
into which the rond suddonly dived, ana as
I saw tho wonderful riohness of growth of
troes and flowers by its side, I could not
wonder at the delight nod pride of tho
Damnscones in this little river. Now, as
in the days of Elisha, no doubt there are
thousands ready to eay with Naswan,
“Aronot Abana and Pharphar, rivors of
Damaseus, better than nll the walers of
Israol 2"

L never raw the fertilizing effeots of
wator moro sirikingly vimble than during
this drive. For a good distance we had on
one sido of the road tho bright river rush.
ing along in fall volume in the midst of
ﬁcﬁds ond trees of the most luxariant
growth and brightest groen. Just on the
other side of the road the mountain roee
up abraptly, eithor perfeotly baro, or only
dotted with the grey-green shrubb
plants of sage, thyme, ote., which loo
scarcoly brighter than the dry soil from
which they grow, while sometimes the
light coloared rocks refleoted tho sun with
a glare quito painful to the ey,

At last we passed out of tho glon and
reached Damasous, driving aeross meadowy
land by the side of the river, wmech wag
parily flooded by the unususl abundance
of rain and snow, and was dotted with
largo apricot and othor fruit trees, thoir
boughs bending under the load of fasi-
ripening fruit. The diligonce offico is out.
side the city walls. Thers we descended,
and found a hotel-agent Iooking out for
travellers, who took us under his chargo,
and conducted us to tho one hotel which
Damascus boasts of. It is built in the
usual style of tho Damaseus houses, ronnd
& court, paved wilh black and white
marble, on which each room of the ground
floor opens, while galleries aronnd it admit
to the rooms of the second floor. The
large orange trees, and the tank, and foun.
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the bazaars of Damascus, and in visiting
the fow other sights of the city.

.. The bazaars are quite sight enough
thomasolves, they are o quaint and eastern
in themselves; and in the busy lifs that
pervades them. The cook-shops amused
meo muoh, The fire of charcoal was on the
counter of the booth in a sort of ghelved
stand of metal, on eash shelf of which
somo glowing embers sent ont a clear heaf,
In front of this revolved a perpendicular
spit, on which a tall pile of scraps of meat
was cooking. When any one wanted a
dish, some of the outside of tho mass of
meat was pared off, thus leaving the un-
cooked part within bare to receive the in.
flnence of the heat. In other places little
knoba of meat, not mach bigger than a
walnut, were stuck on a skower and cook-
ed over a brazier of hot oharcoal, We
did not indulge in any of those dainties,
but we paid many visits to one of the jnno.
cont drinking-booths, where tumblers of
lemonade, orangeade, and other such bev-
erages, flavoured with roso water, eto., were
to be had, cooled with snow brought from
Lebanon, It is packed in a sort of woolen
or hair-cloth bags, and earried to Damas.
cus and Beyrout, where it is nsed Iargely
for these refreshing drinks, which fake the
place of the poisenous intoxioants with
which the iuhabitants of Great Britain and
Amerios vainly endeavour fo quench their
thirst. On the connter of every restaurant
a henp of snow atands ready for soms to
be put into the tumbler of lemonade or
other driuk. For these,and for confestions
of different kinds, Damazous seoms quite
celebrated. Walnuts are largely used in
the sweetnoss, either pounded or onlﬁ
divestad of their shells, and cooked wit
augar into a solid mass, of which quantitias
are eaten, especially in the weeks of lont
and other feasts smong the native Ohris.
tians. One lady in Jerusalom told wme she
bad put her servant on board-wages during
oneof those long feasts, from the difficnlty
of knowinF how fo feed her, and that sho
believed sho lived almost entirely on bread
and the Damascus awaesimeat of pounded
walnuts and sugar.

We visited the part of the bagaars ap-
propriated to gold and silvorsmiths, Thers,
in a large sort of hall, very dingy and
orowded with little stalls and countora,
woro dozons of men employed in meking
or solling very pretiy fillagreo work in gold
aud siiver wire, muoh like the work for
which Malta is colebrated. Another quar-
ter is npproprinted to silkmercers. An.
othor to shoetnakers, and so on. Throogh
the bazaars passed mer on horses, and
donioys, tall camals laden with merchan.
dize, ftightful looking holy beggars in the
filthiest rags, barely covering them decent.
ly, veiled women, eto,, sto. It was a
ourious and busy scene,

(To &e oontinued,)
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Tix Solar Eolipes, March 25th, will be
annular in Britiah Oclumbia.

Tax lation of Treland jn 5,412,807
ahowiu:? Willmg off of 8,000,000 1n  less
than fweiity-five years,
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NOTES FROM NEW YORK.

[Bv Onr Own Cocrerpondent |

For the present Now York is, in cortain
olrles, all oxcitemont. But ia a oity like
this, thess oiroles nro so vast, nnd contain
within thomaolves so many persons, and
ool & voviety of intorests, that it is uot
only poesible, but actually the onge, that
yon may live toward the oontre of nuy one
of these ciroles, and think all the world ja
moving round them. and goarcely droam
of other ociroles that lie beyond them, of
whom it is true, as yon think it trye of the
cirole in wbich you live, Aud f0 yon
must not be surprised, if from two corros-
pondents, you find two roporls, not poms-
tively contradiotory, but as opporito the
one from the other as can posaibly be,

But as for your purposes—chureh mat-
tors, or thoso that oonoern mosals, and its
bighest department, religion, are what you
nro moat interested in, nud ofsthat, wo havo
for the timo being, most of. It may ia-
terost you to know not ouly that immenso
crowds wait upon Moody and Sankey, but
that every whero in the city there ure
efforts boing put forth in the same direc-
tion, And that these are in vory many
easos crowned with success. Union daily
prayer-mootings are springing up on svery
side, and are largaly atlended. And no
doubt much good is being accowmplished.
And fo those at a distance, and in the
very vortex of the exoitement, good ig all
that makes its appearance. A passing
shadow may flib befors tho mind, to be
forgot ns soon as past, and well that 1t is
80, but to porsons of greator reflaction, the
shadow may tull of the cloads that are
gathering—wo trust to fertilizo tho sojl—
but it may bo perchanco to oause to spring
up other results than thoso antioipatod.

In a sirongly heated atmosphere you
may expest some of the elay to be bakeq
iuto bricks, not of the orthodox descrip.
tion, And some s0 equivocal that it is
hard to say whether it i5 for good or
evil. The tendeney to excilement beyond
a certain degros is ever subject {o roaction,
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of the whole subjest, pe aps-it is well st
it should be so. It may be impossible, ag
things are, to push on the work of Ghrist
otherwise. As it may be the lsw of our
nature, that through mistakes here ng well

as elsewhere, progress is made, And we
do not always konow what may turn out to
be a mistake. We ought, then, inall cages,
to bo tolerant. But this fact will not make
it wrong in ns to mark cortain indivations
that may either speak ot the decay of
superstition or the progross of it in the
wind.

We have no doubt but that the almost
universal rage after ornaments in the form
of the cross, has oaused that emblom to be
of very litile importance, and callg up, to
the minds of most of the wearers, as litile
of Christ as any other emblem would. Bat
when religious intimations are being made
in the form of & oross, or au exhortation in
such a form scoompanies, as from the en-.
olosod you will seo is done here, thers can
be littlo doubt but that the parties who
send them are thinking of the orosg of
Christ, and no doubt love it, and moan it
to suggest to the reader what they them.
selves think of it. But the effurts may
produce the effects which ornanients have
upon the publio—to eauso it t» bo of litile
account or signifieation. And perhaps it
is well that it should, for the souner that
we get quit of the idea that the oross hss
anything to do with aalvation, and not a
mere conssquent, and in many rerpects, a

reliminary condition of & true faith in
%im who hung on it, thebeltor, Yo may
glory in the cross, bat 80 800n a8 it becomey
a favourile in publie estimation, onr glory-
ing is then vain, and, in the Apostles’
sonse, becomes & vanity on our part,

At you aro aware of the faot, that in re.
speot of numbers, the Moody and Savkey
meetings are a groat success, The Hippo-
drome, the property of Barnum, who, for
the present, does vot require it for hig
show, has been divided into two odain halls,
the one holding 7,000 and the othor 4,000.
Ssats for all, with two luquiry rooms ofa
vory large size between, thataro Rouerally
presided over by Mouody in the one, and
Sankey in the other, with a staff of work-
ors accredited by tha several pastorgof the
city. The larger of these halls 14 ontered
by Madison Avenue, and when full, an in-
timation in placed over the calrance that
the hall is full, and all that now como arn
requosted to go to the other hall, and tha
Uoless the evening is more than wanall,
slormy, the halls sra both full. The fac
that from ten to eleven thousand oan bw
gathered together any- ovening to liston t.
& simple, unadornsd presontation of the
Word of God, is one not to be despised
No matter how it comes about, whethor
from the long oxpectancy or the reported
succees of the movemens in other places,
or tho jelsnt and nuited efforts of wo
end in view,
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tature of ungodly persons on the public
{)l:t!furm, and M the presn, The verp
mitorness of the utteranery of theas two
in eertumn quartors,and the vontinued silone:
in_some other dircations with the eowy
pelled nnties of saeh mestings, go to show
whnt 8 hold thesn huve on the puahlie yming,
Whatever tany ba the razult, it1s manifost
that & doep spinit of solown mquiry per
vides the commuunity, Mon more in earn-
o8t than Moody and Yankey, or men thut
Iwek elmoct all meroteioious accomplish-
monts, wo oan fearcely imagine ; and yet
the fact of suceoss 1s thero, tracn 1t to what
sow1ea you please, if not, ag we beliove, to
the God of all graee, that 15 using theso
mok for his own purposes,

Wilale the sxertement larts, wo do not
imazine that the onurches of thoe aity, with
its population, out of all proportion 1m the
groutness of its numbers, to the amownt of
churoh accommoidation, will lack their
usual attendance. But as to whoethor,
after tho oxoitemont is over, tho effect
will be to relapes to o stato of quiotude,
ag i€ it wore a rest aftor s long continuned
exertion, is yot to be proved in the oxperi-
enco of the future.

Now York is apl to havo hor fostivals
and her sonsons, and the erowding of ser-

seagon again roturns. But if these things

any kind ®f arrangement, they should be
avoided here and now. And wo hopeo
that it will bo g0, and the Churoh of Christ
tor long have causo to rejoico in the pre-
sent movement, The spocinl fontuves of
this movemont we cannet enter upon,
but the Sabbath afternoon meoting for
womoen, and the evening ono for men
alone, aro, both of them, atrikingly grand
aud improssive, The thought of so many
thousands of eithor gex gathered together
separalely, is well worthy of note and ro-
flection,

Tho advisory counsel in Beecher's caso
has como {0 ‘s close with vory varied ro-
sults, in the opinion of differont rarties.
Aud very unjust remarks seoms to be made
y wmany from whom wo would have ex-
pected bettor things, It will bo remem.
bered that tho counsel wag enlled to sottlo
a question of discipline, and it seoms to us
moie £o plense tho partios who wero the sub-
jects of that disciplive, than for sny other
reason, and why shouid they bo found fault
with if they refused to travel in the cnge of
peraonal scandal against Boeohor himaelf,
Wo cannot gay that we are in any way
very partial to Boecher, but it geams
e ’tmmuwm‘&r lmtim{ot vnis‘s ‘?iu
¢ unanimous in their approbationt of
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4y oo™t hindd, Shat TnstHuAtne
should be thrown dit, not of » yory cofpli-

ofaty kind| in respest &f th¢ {ndwyend.
"oricB of its HidiHlEre, that' ih.4oris way the
shadow of Beecher was too much for them.
How much more would have been made
of it if they had not beon so unanimous ?
One_thing ‘is certain that the goneral foel-
ing in New York is nsuck more favourable
to Boecher than everit was. And how-
ever much one may question the wisdom
of an juvestigating committes of five,
stlooted by three men nominated by that
advisory counsel, yet, in all fairneng, it
would 'bo diffioult to see how it could be
more impartially dene. Of eourso thoge
behind the scenes ray know of some other
reason, but it is quite possible that the
reason which they know, may as much
blind the eye asthe want of all reasen
would.

We trnst soon that that matter will be
seltled nover to riso ugain, but as a warn.
ing to all parties, &ud a renson why wo
should all sesk to livo nearor God than we
have done.

The notice of the death of Dr, Jennings,
of Toronto, at & comparatively early age,
has produced & foeling of desp solemnity
1 the minds of all his old friends in this
city, And we aro sure wo express the
foeling of all in conveying to the boreaved
widow and family, our respoct and sym-
pathy in the sad loss which they have
sustained.

New York, Feb, 28, 1876.

Young Ministers and Large City Con-
gregations.

Editor BRITISB AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,
Srr,—Hero is a subjoct that is of great
importance to cougregations, to atudents,
and to our denomination at large. Con-.
gregations aro al the present day fond of
very young ministors, just fresh from Co).
lege. and it speaks well, both for onr Cpl.

leges and onr young mon, that it is so.
But it np(ronrs to me that more caution
and consideration shonld be exersised in
referonce to the field in which young min-
isters somelimos comionce fo labour as
pastors.  When a student has just finished
a goven or oight, or for that mattor, a ten
years’ course of atudy, itis manifest that
such a long strain on his nervous energies,
must, te 8 greater or less degres, have
wenkoned his constitution, and rendered it
highly oxpedient thathe should have a
¢ nsiderablo intorval for rocuporation.
His spirit may bo buoyant, and he may
thivk bimself strong, but ho may have far
more spirit than strengih. Ccdain that
mat over a city charge where ko has two
sermons s wook to prepare, and there is
great risk thut he will wear out and dio in
the feverish struggle. The risk will be all
the greator if ke is & young man of bril-
liant gifts, and natural gemius, A dull
mau would stand tho position, though the
aougregntion might not stand it as well.

- o
rcome, but be the bilter prs

But the young preacher of genius eau
g up to his own ideal of what
ighted his audi.

efforts, Thay
Bach enss and
ur to him to
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hurd in tie etudy, that they tind it vo
Inbowe whatever fo cdt and hvar him on
Subibuth.  Like the high-spirited steed that
will kil) hiaself withont being urged by
eithor whip or spur, the Yonuwy inster of
gonius snd wanctitied alubition, may kill
hasalf by overe flnt wathout knowing
what he i+ doig. A Jall phlegmatio man
13y bu placed anywhoro, aithoer in a largs
congresation or n small one, aad lio will
do nmsolf no harta; but not so the wan
of norveny tomperament, who ig tnll of
mugnetio power and fiio, ay a proacher,
He burns ont rapidly unloss care ba taken,
Wounld it not be for the intorost of suvh
wen, and for the nterest of tho cause of
Ohriat at laxgo, that they should sommenco
their rainistry in some quiet position fora

fow yoars, whera they miglhs acquire fall

physioal strength, and acenmulate o stock
ot discourses, and gain eXperionco which
would mnke the work easicr to them
in tho ndvanced position, wlieh snch men
ara suro to get goomer or Iater? In
# Presbyterian Churoh, the libe: ty and
free unfottored ohoico of congregations
must not bo interfered with, sud neither

can tho right of probationers to acoopt &
call given in an order'y way, but friondly

| counsel in some eases nt least, might be
vico at one timo is apt to be lovked upon | given to the great advantego of all oon.
as suflicient for all the res, or il the cocnods  What Las been the higtory of the

most ominent munistors of the Charoh, in

are to bo avoided by any class of men, or | both Burope and Amoerics ? Did they, as

s rale, commonco in large oty charges?
A fow did no doubt, but very few,

Yowrs, ete,, OB3RRVER.
Feab, 28, 1870.
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Prajseworthy Example,

Editor Bairisin AMERIOAN PREYBYTRRIAN.

Dzar Sir,~—The followiug aro the pro-
amble, and some of the resolutions adopted
at & congregational meeting lately held in
Springville in the Presbytery of Peterboro,
Thoy will speals for themselves ag to thp
objoect of the meeting :

‘ Whereas it bas becoms Ino yn to us
that mission work among the French Oane
adinnsin Montreal is being groatly owned
of God in tho turning of multitudes from
the errors of Popery; and wheroas groad
privation is being experionced by mauny of
those who havo been” couverted to Chris.
tisnity, through the peragoution of Papist
friends and rolativos,

Therefore Resolved :—1gt, That this
mooting rojoices in the succoss of My,
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hooby snd Rewhiily sympathiaen with shuse
whei dave  forsabion Tatliors: gud wigthore,
wridos wat o)iildren, houses axd Iatde for
ih;:;ko%fﬁhmt- - SRR 1 TEueye

‘and, - That u  sobeeription -liss be zos
-opeedfor tho oblaiuidy Iu)f fimdd to afdin
the relief of sufferers who have been brought
out of the Church of Rome, and in the
farther Frosecution of the work of French
Pvaugelization.”

Before the conclusion of the meeting
stops woro taken to give opportunity to all
the friends of the oause, both of our own
and of other donominsations, to aid in the
prowotion of thoe good work.

Therz has been obtained as the result of
the effort tho sum of ovor sixty dollars,
Boetwean fifteon and twonty of these, Lew-
ever, have been given by frionds of other
churches. Tlho balanca comes from about
twenty-five subseribers or the Springville
oongregation, Not a fow withhold thoir
contributions on the ground that they had
no faith in the honesty of most of the
persons professiug to have eft tho Church
of Rome,

The forty dollars snd over, now fo be
remitted from the Springfiold congregalion,
are in addition to thirteon doliars font some
three or four months 80 on bohalf of
* Fronoh Evangelization.” Thg little oon-
gregatio 1 of eighly members has raissd
this year nearly ono hundred aud forty
dollara on bohalf of the schowmes of the
Churoh, Wi, Bexngrr,

Springuills, Feb 29th, 1876.
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Missionary Meatings and Collections by
Rev. J. Frassr Campbell.

Editor Brrotsu Aurnican Pnusuyrrnax,

Will you allow me, 3Mr. Editor, to ye-
port the followiug oollections pent forward
by Rov.J. Frasor Camgbell;

Quobac, $91,18; Huutingdon $51; Orms.-
town, $13; Georgetown, §18; St.
Louia de Gonzaque, $5.31; Valley-
field, $7.58; Ohatonu;mny Basin, $7.5 ;
A Gentleman in Beanharnois, $5.
Total, $198.7

At a meeting hold at Indian Lands, a
valaable gold ring and broast-pin formed
of a gold nugget were found in he oollec.
tion. These wili be sold for the benefit
of the Foreign Mission Fuug,

Toronto, 22nd Feb.,1876. W, Rz,
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TaE Groat Thesaurus of the Sansorit
Lmuguago publishod at Calentta by Pro-
fessor Taranathn Tarkavachaspati, has
Dow reached as far astho letter R. 1t
fills 1,678 pages 4to, and will far oxoeed
in bulk, the dictionary published by
Mossra, Bootlingk and Lot

Tur most terrible poison kuown is
Osmium, Twenly pounds of this moetal
would be enough to poison all tho inhabi-
tants of the globo, One-thonsandth part
of grain of osmie poid, set fres in & huu.
dred onbic yards of air, would poasess ag

deadly an influencs, that all the persons-

breathing the air would be nearly killed..

Trx Rov. James W. Alexander, D.D.,
began hig ¢ Thirty-one Rules on How fo
Read the Bible,” with, “In all your read.
ings, bear in mind that is ie the Word of
God ;" and ended them with the weighiy
injumotion, ** In all your reading, rexem.
bor ihat it ie for the mlvakica of yeur

R85, 8, Worid.
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