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WHAT 'TRUTH SAYS

The complamnt s frequently mude “in ul
though the predent is an age of readers the
charncter of the books most genernlly pre
ferred indicates a low popular literary taste
‘The recards of public librarien show that the
preponderating choice of the patrone ix in
favot of svorks of fiction, and fiction of a rel
atively low order. The masterpicces of tic
tion while they have many admirers are not
generally sought after. The pruportion of
seaders who prefer Dickens, Scott, Thackery
and authors of this class, is small compared
withthearmicsthatselect thesensationalnov
cl, or thesentimeutal love atory.  ‘That this
condition of-tlungs is a result goes without
dispute. Consideringits untold impartance in
relation to soriety and the intelligence aned
morals of vociety, the study of the cause o1
causes that have emtributed to produce this
state of things, cannnt he esteemed o matter
of indifference. To this work Charles Du ley
Warner, whose linc as a hiterateur has gone
out to the ends of the earth, lends himself in
the Atlastie for June 'To the common xchool,
ax at present condu-ted, he attributes in a
Jarge measure the low intellectual taste.
No that he condemns unqualifiedly the com-
mon school *‘as # nurse of superficiality, me-
dioerity and conceit,” but that in respect to
the study of literature it is sadly at fault,
and greatly in need of radieal madification.
+\What,” he asks, “does the common achool
usurdly do for literary taste® Generally
there is 1o thought alout it. It is uot in the
minds of the majority of teachers. The busi-
1exs is to teach the pupil to read: how they
shall use the art of reading ix little con-
sidered.” e continuex, *‘if weexamine the
reading-books from the lowest grade to the
highest, we aliall find that their prime object
is 10 teach words, not literature.  There is
an endeavor to teach how to eall the
wonds of a reading book, but not how
to read; for reading inmvolves the com-
hination of kunown words to form
new idcas. And'lacking this the taste for
grod literature is now doveloped @ the habit
of continuous pursuit of asubject, with com
prehension of its relations, is not awjaired
and no conception s gained ot the entirety
of liteaatureor its 1mportanne t~ human life
Canscquently there v nn power of julge
ment or faculty of discinunation.”

The supposition upon which the text
books genemlly usedyin Public schools are
graded is, that children are ncapable of
understonding anything that requires any
cxcruse of thunght «1 play of umagination
Hence the serics usually begine with such
inanitics as this @ “Little Jimmy had alittle
white pig.”  <Iud the Uttle g know
Jummy Y7 Yes, the Lt pug hnew JTinuny
and would come waen hie ealled.” “How
did little Jimmy know his pig from the other
Little pigs ¥ "Wy the twist an s tal”
Jiummy Bhal to atsade the ltle pg'a badk.™
<Wonld the LWtth pglet hin ™ " Yen, when
ho was absortiesi eating hus dinner © The
conscquents oof  teachi,  cilren  sach
empty  nothings e, that they  bheeame
only langunlly intcreated | their  mands
are pov awahwnd , thet aimagizativens ai

not appealed to ; and when tho lesson is
ovor thoy huve learned nothing, eacept pro-
bably some new words, which a-e learned
asmgus. ‘Tlus nupposition that the youth-
fal nuad requuee 3 to be fed upon sich **slops”
Mr. Waree. charactenizes as o cardmal
Llunder. It has been demonstrated,” he
BayR, “hy cxperience that 1t 18 as casy to
begin with good hiterature as with the sort
of reading desenibed. 1t miakes hittle f
ference where the beginming 18 made (eacept
that 1t 18 better to begin with the ancients
i order to gain o Proper perspective).  Any
good book, any real book, 18 an open door
mwo the wido feld of literature ; that
18 to say of history, that 183 to say
of mterest i the entire human race.
Read to children of tender ycars, the same
day, the story of Jimmy aud a Greek myth,
or an episode from Odyssey or any genuine
it of human nature and hife : and ask the
children next day which they wish to hear
agamn.  Almost all of them wilt eall for the
repeution of the real thing, the verity of
which they recogmze and which has appeal-
ed to tharr wmagmaton.” The conclumon
to which Mr. Warner comes 13, that *“at
requires hittle more pmus to ereate n good
taste 1n roading thana bad taste.”

The cure which Mr. Warner proposes for
tho evil is two fold. First there must bea
juster conception of the place which hter-
ature should occupy i the curriculum. In-
stead of considering it & hrauch of education
to be taken up at anage when the average
child is obliged to exchange the school room
for the labur arena, the accumuiated thought
and cyperience of all the ages which forms
our present life and explansit, which exists
partly in tradition and  tramung, hut more
largely :n baoks, this should be the atmo-
sphere m which the cluld shiould hive and
move and have hux heng, ntellectually.
Into 1t he should be ushered with the first
dawn of wtellectual activity and play of
magmation.  Secondly there must be a
clearer conception on the part of the teacher
that everything read to or by the child
should tend to put am in relation with the
warld and the thought of the world.  Tlas

v can only bedone by the teacher who s really

alive, who perecives that an the best hitema.
ture we find truth abwut the world, about
hunsan nature, and hence taat of culdren
read this, they read what their cxpenence
will venfy. Of course thux iphies consider

able latitade to 1n gnen to the teacher in
the chuier of reading matter.  And just
here is where Mr. Warner s scheme 1s
danger of going to picces. Tt 1s uot clear
1that the beat antercesis of the Juldren, that
1 of society, would be promoted by giving
auch a free reiu. No doubt the danger. from
this rource would bhe greatly lessened
if the true place and object of literature were
ance cleatly apprchended by the teachers
themselves,  But uatil there is such a gen-
cml recogmition of the true functionof hiter

ature on the part «f those whe tcach, the
work of sclection canuest e mafely left in
handa #0 anthille 1 and aeumpetent and
must be aade by Jhoa who are more ap
able,

- g_ax_gwsf

s contemplated and advounted in Mr War

uer's excellent article, will take place sud

denly, few will contend, but that he 1son the
right track, and that the adoption of his
views iu the main wonld tend to elevate the
literary taste, thero 18 Little room to doubt.
“When,” as be says, *hiterturo 1s given ats
proper place, not unly for the development
of the nund, but as the most easily openad
door to history, art, science, geuneral ntelit

gence, we shall sce the tagte of the reading
public undergo a mighty change. It will
not care for the fiction it hikes at preaent
and which does little more than eufecble s
powers, and then thers wan be no dvubt
that fiction will rise to supply the demand
for some tiung better. When peuple hnow
huw to read authors will need to kuow how

to wnte. ™

The Port Lambton Quarterly Board of
the Mcthodist Church has been domg a hit-
tlo figuring recently. The result at which
they have arnived i, that the Donunton
Government is mamfesting unwartantable
and provoking faverttisi: in the matter of
grants to Indian schools, that the schools
under the care of the Methodist Church

reccive only 8235 per school, wlle
the Roman Catholic Indian  schools

a-c granted §2,352 each on an average.  As-
suming the correctness of this cstimate it
raises an interesting question concerning the
politicians of our conntry, What, one is
ledto ask, will be the conduct of those clec-
tors whose feelings are <o outraged at pres-
ent by the action of the Mowat government
in relation to the Roman Catholic Church,
when Sir John's day of 1eckoning arrives?
Will they give evidence of the genmmneness
of their recent conversion, or shall we hav~
theapectacle of a nation of backstiders? Fcho
answers whach,

On another page will lmj’gﬂiﬁﬂ;é list of
rewards 30 be gien in cigpiction with
Triri Bible Competition,"No. 20. As an
illustration of the satisfaction which these
competitions give we suhjoin in the follow-
ing letter just received :

BELLEV n.ny,liay 24th, '00.
To td» Editor-
Drar SR -
Thekens' worka,

haie received tho books,
and am_dclighted with |

them, for to 1c|| Lho tmth I did not cxpcct‘ 1

much.

competd ZFaprizi should you offer another
competition. -

Thanking yon vesy much for your prompt.- ,
ness and fmirness, and wishing yon fulnu.
success, 1 remain,

Yours, very tru'v,

M. E. Hazarn nm

I have shmm !h A Lo many of my fncndﬂ-’? .
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orgatization doaigund o pramwte temper-
ance prinaples aueng the aldeen and
youth of the land. It s an sstitution as.
socioted and vitally  connected wath the
Sons of Temperance i Aweriea, of wluch or-
gautzation the fise somor ot ers of the locag
company of crusaders must b members,
ereept an et speaticd cases, As ats
balne un]lllcs the new i gnfzation 18 cone
stracted  according to muhitary  wleas and
forms,  The ntual, rules and eogulations
were prepared by o lady mcminer of the
Order who received a priee of one hudred
dullars for the manusinpt. Each company
is provided with a katin bauner with anen-
lurged badgo e hthographic colors, alsw o
sational flag.  These ate five senior oficers
and fifteen jur or officers i each compangy.
The boy. vonstitute one section of cach
company and the girls a separate section.
Each section has three ranke, and each
rank is 1w charge of o sergeant. Those
between 12 anil 15 years of age constitute
the first rank © those between 8 and 12 the
sccond rank, and all nuder eight years of
age arc 1o the thind rank.

“The cmblen of the Loyal Crusaders 18 a
shield, bearmg as a deviee a sword and
water lily, with the words “Deatr 1o
Areonon.” The purpose of the organiza,
tion is stated to be to pledge young peoplo
to abstein from the use of intoxicating
danks; to anstruct  them concerning
the nature and cffects of aleoholic
heverages, and narcotics ; to teach them to
regard the saloon aud liquor traflic as evils
to be hated and destroyed.  Boys and guls
over five years of age and under fifteer years
of age, shall bo cligible to membersiip.
The pledge is : *“ I solemnly promise that I
will not knowingly taste or touch any Wine,
Beer, (ider, Brandy, Whisky, or auy other
drink that contams Alcohol.” Those who
desire to do so may take an additional
pledge of hostality to tobacco and profamty.
It is the desire of the promoters of the new
organization to organtze acompany of Loyal
Cruaaders 1 connection with cach and every
Division of Sons of Temperance. Whero
there is no Division, the National Supenr
ndent devires to. eorrcspoud \\‘:" ’ﬁ."
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