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TIE FROMISES TO ABRAHAM.

‘The Bible opens up to us the great plan of sai-
vation by the Messiah—the way of pardon and of
reconciliation for sinners of mankind, It holds
forth also the prospect of a time when the world
shall be restored from the disastrous effects of the
curse, and a reign of righteousness, peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost «hall ensue,

The fiest intimation of these things is the first
prophecy, (Gen, iii. 13,) which foreshows the de-
struction of the devil and his works. The next
intimation was the proplicey of Enoch, the seventh
from Adaw, which existed only as a tradition,
until ah jnspired apo-tlc recorded ity and it thus
became a portion of the sure word of prophecy.
Next 1o this we have the covenant made with
Abraham, while he yet dwelt inUr of the Chal-
dees, lmphﬁed at various iraportaat epochc in his
bistery, and renewcd after he alept in the cave of
Macpelah, to Isaac aind to Jacob.

This covenant was made with Abraham when
Goa first calledhim toleave his country, his kindred,
sod bis father's house; again the Lond appeared
st him at Moreh; again, after his separstion
feom Lot ; again, when God took him out beneath
the slarry canopy, and shewed that thongh as yet
he had no son, yet should his seed be as these in-
numerable staxs for multitude; and on the same
day, after the sacrifice of the divided heifer and the
she goat, ard of the birds, when 3 deep sleep fell
upon Abraham, and, lo, a hosror of great darkness
fell upon him; and yet again, when Abraham was
ninety years old and nine, and God chunged his
mame from Abam to Abmaham; and last of all,
God renewed this covenant on mount Moriah, after
that most touching event when Gad so mercifully
interposed, taking the ywill for the deed, and aceep-
ting the ram for the soy, the only son lsazc—then
the angel of the Lord called out of heaven the se-
cond time, and said, By ysell have I swora, 63ith
the Lord, for, becar e thoy hast done this thing,
and bast not withheld thy son, thine only aon, that
in blessing I will bless thee, and in muitiplying
thy secd as the starz of heayen, apd as the sand
which 'is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shal)

the gate of his enemics; and in thy sced

shall all the nations of the carth be blessed.  Gen.
;ii.‘l4: 7: xiil, 14-~16: xv: 17: xx. 15—18.

What was the covenant thus tnade with Abrar

.

ham1? Was it alegal or national covenant?  Nos
it was the New Covenant, the Covenant with
Promise; the covenant that was confirmed Lefore
of God in Christ, and the Jaw which was four hun-
dred and thirty years aler, cannot disunnul, that it
should make the promise of none effect—the inher-
itance is not of the law, but of promise. Gal. iii.
14—16. Che instrument was, as it were, drawn
up, sealed, and signed, in the days of Abroham,
though not published and carried into effect unti!
after the death of the ‘Testator.  Heb, ix. 17, 18.
The cosenant made with Abrahamn is that very
covenant of grace, under which we live; and ia
carcfully to be distinguished from the national co-
venant made with the Israclites at Sinai.

In the covenant we have three things—1i. the
seed. 2 theinhentance. 3. the blessing.

1. ‘The seed.  This primacily refurs to Isaac the
child of pronuse.  But e greater than Isaac i here.
When God appeared to Isaac himself st Gerar, he
renewed to him the very promise which he here
makes to Abraham: and in thy sced shall all na-
tions of the earth be blessed. Gen, xxvi. 4. And
yet again the same promise is given to Jacob at
Bethel—thus pointing the faith of God’s people
forward to the woman’s seed, and the seéd of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—1to the Messish that
was to come, and that seed is Christ. Gal. jii. 16.
Isaac was a pledge that in Abraham’s seed aj)
nations shall be blessed. In Isaac God established
his promise. The birth of Issac v-as a token that
in God's sct time, Immanuel should be born.  But
Christ, and not Isaae, is emphatically the seed in
which all the nations are to be Llessed.

But God in this covenant speaks not only of a
secd, which is Christ, but also of secds, like the
stars of heaven, and the sand upon the sea shore,
and the covenant ts established with Abraham and
his seed after him in their generutions.  Gen. xvii.
7. Tiny evidetly refers 1o the natural posterity
of Abmham, lsaac, and Jacob. Aud morcover,
the aposile teacheth us that all who are Christ’s
are Abrahan’s seed, and heirs acconding to "the
promise. Gen. iii. 29,

Thus we find that where the promise speaks
as of onc, that the secd is Christ; and where it
speaks as of mnany, the reference is 1o Abrabam’s
posterity, amd toall who ase mysticaily members
of Christ.

I1. The Inheritance.  This inheritance is more
fally deseribed io chap. xv. 35 totheend.  Thein-
keritanco is Palestine in iis fullest extent. Who
are the parties who shall inhent this land?  Finst
of all this promise is given to Abrahsm personally
and individually, [ wiLL Give oxto TiEE, and
to thy sced after thee, the Jand whesein thou art a

stranger, alf the land of Cannan for an everlasting
possession.  Gen. xvii. 8; chap. xii, 14,15; xv. 7,

Next it is given to Jsaac: unto thee and unto thy
seed I will give all thesc countries. xxvi. 3.
Next, and inlike mauner, to Jacob, when Jchovah
spoke to him from the top of the ladder, at Padan
Aram. xxviii. 13, Notice in each the careful re- *
petition of the wonls ¢ to thee,” in connection with
theseed. Thus did Jehovah establish his covenant
with Abmham, with Isaac, and with Jacob, to
give them the land of their pilgrimage. (Exod,
vi. 3,4,

Again it is promised to the seed of thesé patri-
archs n its full extent, and as an everlasting
possession.

Lastly, this promise hns respect to Christ, who
i3 permancntly Abraham’s sced; hence Palestine
is called Immanuel’s land. Isaiah viii. 8,

Has this promise then ever been fuliiliad? We
think not.  The inheritance isstil to be possesaed,
It 15 true that the Iarealites under Joshua, did get
possession of a large portion of Palestine. But
otice that io this case Abraham, Isasc, and Jacob
d‘lnounhumbehndponunlly, and even Sheir-
poctcmy neter posseesed it in all its extent, a0
pmnned to Abraham. Moreover, it hag.not yot
been given to them for an everlasting possession _
for they are now driven out of it, and dupmed.
We look therefore for a futute fulfilment of this
promise, to which the possession of Catasa uﬂdn'
Joshua bears the same: relation as Isauc bears to
Christ—it 15 a token and pledgt of the fituee aud!
complete fulblment of the promise of the inhetite

ance.

The Patriarchs are invariably spoken of as hava
ing been only pilgrims and strangers, without (o~
keritance in Canaan. How touchingly Stephen
fLrings out this truth ! “ He gave him-»ons inher~
itance n it, no, not so much as te sat Nie fool on: ¢
yet he promised that he would give-it to him for a
passession, and 10 his sced after ien!™  Acts vii. 3,
That the Patnisrchs themselves oked forward ta
the fulfilment of that promise, we-learn from the
words of the apostle Paul, where he tells us thog
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ali died in faith, not
having received the promises; but having seen
them afar off they were persuaded of them.  Heb.
Xi. 13, The same apoatle when he pleaded- kﬁ!
Agrippa, said, * And now J stany) and am jedged
by the law for the hiope of the promise made of
!God unto our futhess; unto which promise our
Lwelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night,
bope to come. For which hope’s sske King
Agrippa L am accused of the Jews. Why should
it be thought a thing incredible with you that God
.shouid raisc the dead I Actexxvi. §—8, lnthja




