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ourselves to Jesns, we may rest assured He
will keep us in a way consistent with Ass
mature and our nature, and finally will
crown us with immortal glory at the last
great day,

" The subject of the text, as thus ex-
Plained, is simply this:—Christian assur-
ance, founded on a knowledge of Christ.

_ This is not a picture drawn by a poet’s
fancy, or the dreaming impressions of an
enthusiast, or the wild ravings of a fanatic,
bat the teaching of sound reason,—the
Janguage of truth and soberness,—for
Cbristian assurance rests on a sohid, im-
moveable foundation, viz.: a personal and
experimental knowledge of Christ, who and
what He is. «I know whom I have be-
lieved.” .

‘The believer’s knowledge of Chbrist is
dorived from three great sources:-— the
Word of God, the experienoce of others,and
hig own experience ; and from these sources
he learns who the Redeemer is, what he
has promised, and what he has done as
pledges that all his promises will be ful-
tilled.

.Buch was Paul's knowledge of Christ,
that he felt certain Christ was both able
and willing to preserve safe unto the day
of his second coming that which was en-
trusted to his care. In what did Paul's
idea of the ability of the Saviour consist?
I answer, in a word, in the Divinity of the
Saviour. He had no doubt in regard to
this fundamental doctrine of the Bible,. He
was very far from committing his immortal
interests to a mere man,—however great
and good that man might be,—for he knew
that his Saviour must be divine, or he could
be no Saviour at all. When he committed
his soul to Christ, he knew that his soul
was safe, because he knew that Christ was
the true God, and God over all blessed for-
ever. Not only did he learn this from the
teachings of the Old Testament, and from
‘the testimony of the other apestles and dis-
ciples, but more especially from his experi-
ence of the Divinity of Christ in his own
soul. When he was on his murderous
‘orrand to Damascus, and was struck down
4o the earth by a ray of the transcendent
gldty of Christ,—when he heard the autho-

tative. voice saying to him, « Saul, Saul,
Wwhy persecutest thou me §” and tremblingly

selaimed, “ who art thou, Lord ” and the

m rqxhod, “l am Josus of Nazareth
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whom thou utest —when his whole
nature was changed, the aim and purpose
of his life completely reversed,—when the
fierce, proud persecutor became the gentles |
humble, devoted, self-saerificing disciple
and apostle, how could he doudt that he
who bad wrought this great change in him
was divine,—was the Christ, the Messiab
of whom the prophets spoke. And did be
not, in this wonderful event, gain by expe-
rience a knowledge also of Christ’s willing=
ness to save him? What elaim had he on
Christ? What was there in bLim to wi8
the Saviour’s love, or merit his approbs~
tion? Was he not in arms against Him»
doing all in his power to arrest the progres®
of his religion, Lringing to prison and de@@h
his diseiples? Was he not a fierce, terrible
persecutor of the Lord Jesus? And yeb
Jesus met him in the midst of bis sin a“,‘2
rebellion, suffered the beams of his coud”
tcnance to irradiate his soul, threw aron
him the arms of his love, and by the blas"
ing light of that love burned up the ﬁere.e'
hate of his wicked heart, and kindled in i®
stead a flame of love and holiness like W#
own.

Surely in this one event of his life, Pack
by erperience, obtained such a knowledg®?
of Christ’s character, as to render it m
reasonable for him to feel confident th
whatever he had eommitted or should eom*
mit into Christ's hands, was safe.

Paul knew also what Christ had pro
mised: “] give to all my sheep eternal Jifes
and they shall never perish, neither shA
any one pluck them out of my hand.
that believeth on me shall never perish, by
L will raise him up at the last day. Wher®
I am, there shall also my servant be. @
not your heart be troubled, neither let
be afraid. In my Father's house are msty
mansions,—1I go to prepare a place for 70‘.‘;
To bim that overcometh will I grant to ¥

. or
i with me on my throne, even as I also ove

came and am set down with my Father on
liis throne.” These are a few of the 18"y
precious promises of Ilim who is "‘“
Amen, the faithful and true witness;
are they not suflicient to en gender hope 8
confidence in the Christian’s soul with
gard to the future? deD ,
Paul knew what Christ had prom b
and it made him' confident that what i
had committed to Christ was safe. "
Paul knew also what Christ Aad 4o
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