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of the great Grecian poet, iomer. Hippocrates, then styled by
most writers the " riheer efMedicie," was bor at Ces 450 (Somne
say 460) years before the birth of Christ, and wsas a menber of a
family which had produced sorme eminent physicians before hin,
besides, by his moîthers side, having descended fron Hercules.
Born with these advantages, and stimiulated by the fame of his an-
cestors, he devoted hinself early and zeailously te tise cultivation of
the heahng art. Il-content with the empirical practices character-
istic of his progenitors, he placed himself ender the instruction of
Herodicus, the founder of Gymnastic Medicine, * as oeil as other
eminent philosophers. Unwilling to accept as Irdå every theory
advanced and espoused by his trunctors, he judged for himself, and
adopted only those principles, whiclh to him, appeared founded n
souind reason ; and, in his researches into the secnce, he eversought
the truc path of observation. Thus was he enabled te beter eluci-
date the deductions of experience, and te sweep away the false
theones weith wvhich Medicine had been sn darkly cloiuded by those
possessed of no practical k-nowilelg of diseas , and the rational or
dogmatic sect of physicians have always a-ckenowledged Hippgcrates
as their leader. Galen declares that his writings shouild be rever-
.nced as the voice of the Deity Mot of the numerous treatises-
sone seventy-two in numier--attributedl te him appear te have been
the accuntlated knoweledge of his immediate ancestors, which he
simply collected and compited For the accuracy and fidelity vith
which he desenbes tise phenomena and progress. of disease, he has
scarcely been surpassed. Although tmany of his doctrines are cr-
roneous, they have, at teast, tie merit of being in advance of those
of his predecessors. Of ail h- writinga, his Apierse " are the
most important, comprnsing a collection of all the conclusions te
which ist researches had contducted hims, wvith a generail review of al
that was k-now-n of Medicine and Phitosophy in his day. They were

*Oeymntica, from I Oueom," naket Ona Medîne retes to
threc o diseaie by exercise, or the rites t'e b is, rved Ili the diiT rent
varieteof exerasess concernedt in the preservtion of health. AS mster Of
a0 ncademy where watlite ant mnt oan r oses wee taugti, teiroodau, of
Salymnbra, n Thrace, Ob erv-t bie pupils toe very h-cettft, and dipted
mrercis both as a prevtntre and cutivo mesutro in hsi praetiee of hysic
HippocrtvOeesnlures hlm for having carr d hie v ews tu exc-, and iatio
warmty condeinr.s his practice of enioinine hise patients t o wI frvi Athens
to legara, a dietance et over twenty mulet, anI to returcn hoine on foot as
son as they tead touched the City talke.


