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of the great Grecian poet, Homer. Hippocrates, then styled by
most writers the % Father of Medicine” was born at Cos 450 (some
say 460) years before the birth of Christ, and was a member of a
family which had produced some eminent physicians before him,
besides, by his mother's side, having descended from Hercules.
Bom with these advantages, and stimulated by the fame of his an-
cestors, hedevoted himself carly and zealously to the culuvation of
the healing art.  Hl-content with the empirical practices ch

istic of his progenitors, he placed himself under the instruction of
Herodicus, the founder of Gymnastic Medicine, * as well as other
cminent philosophers.  Unwilling to accept as #rufk every theory
d d and esp d by his ws , he judged for himself, and
adopted only those principles, which to him, appeared founded
sound reason ; and, in his researches into the sc'¢nce, he eversought
the truc path of observation.  Thus was he enabled to better eluci-
date the deductions of experience, and to sweep away the false
theones with which Medicine had been so darkly clouded by thosc
s d of no practical knowledge of diseas- , and the rational or
dogmatic sect of physicians have always acknowledged Hippocrates
as their teader.  Galen declares that his writings should be rever-
<nced as the voice of the Deity  Most of the numerous treatises—
some seventy-two in number—attributed to him appear to have been

the jated knowledge of his 1 diate ancestors, which he
simply colfected and compiled  For the accuracy and fidelity with
which he descnbes the ph and progress_of discase, he has

scarcely been surpassed.  Although many of his doctrines are er-
roncous, they have, at least, the merit of being in advance of those
of his predecessors.  Of ali his writings, his ¢ Aphorssms " are the
most mportant, compnsing a collection of all the conclustons to
which his researches had conducted hira, with a general review of all
that was known of Mediaine and Philosophy in his day. They were

* Gymnostica, from & Gumnos,” naked  Gymnosly Medicine Teiates to
the curo ot disease by exercise, or the rules to be obsirved In the different
Yaricties .f exerciges concerned 1n the presurvation of health.  Asmaster of
an academy where warlihe and manly exeroses weie taught, Horodicus, of
Salymbm, 1n Thrace, ob erved bie pupils to be very bealthtul, and : dupted
aereise both as A preventive and cuirative measnro 1n bis practice of physic
Bippocrates cencures bim for baving rarried kis views to <xcess, and {lato
warmly condemns his practice of enjoinine hir patients to walh from Athens
to 3egara, & ditance of over twenty miles, and to return home on foot as
£001 as thoy bad touched tho city walls,




