
for limiting the districts, especially in cities, to be tovns in Englanc and Scotland for the ca
embraced 1 y the respective coroners, and thus out of the part relating to compulsory notification
prevent ti tnseemnly scramble that sometimes but liUle bas been dune in regard to the registra
takes place to get possession of the body for the Lion of disease. The notification of the existence
purposes of an inquest. of infectious diseases is made comlulsory on the

______________occupier or p'erson having the management or con-
trol of dhe building in îvhich the disease occurs.

COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF IN- The medicl practitioner on being called in is cor-
FECTIOUS DISEASES. pelled to li up, sign, and deliver to the occupier

The titie of this article formed the subject of an or person, etc., a certificate of which the following
able address by Dr. J. W. Moore, before the is a sample:
Dublin branch of the British Medical Association, " Inlroyenient Act - Section
in which lie reviewed the progress that lias been Pursuant to the above mentioned Act, I hereby
made with regard to disease registration. Soie certify and de<.ldre duit, iiny opinioi, the under-
extracts from this paper may prove interesting, es-f
pecially as the subject is attractng no little atten. in the terms of the said Act.
tion in Canada at the present tlime. It is evident (Signed) Medical Practitioner duly Registered.
that if we wish to gain a truc knowledge of the il Nanie of 1erson suffering froin tue lisease.
health of the people it is necessary that we should 2. Situation of building wherein suci person is.
have some means whereby we may know what 3. Naine of occupier or person having Uc manage-
diseases prevail. The death rate is acknowledged ment or control of the building. 4. Nature of
to be insufficient for this purpose even in England, the disease.
where the returns of mortality are published weekly. Take notice that this certîficate must be delivcred
What shall we say then of Canada, where in sone at the office of the Sanitary authoriiy (ho the clerk
provinces, registration of deaths is not even coin- or servant of the authoriry in attendance there)
pulsorv, while in others, Ontario for instance, the under a penalty not exceeding - pounds."
returns are only made available about two years The blank forrns for these certificates are fur-
after the events ocurred which are there recorded? nished by the authorities to the medical pracition-

"Viewed as a problein in political economy, er, and for each case lie reports lie receives a fe
there can be no doubt regarding the paranount varying froni one shilling in sone places, to two
importance of ascertaining the actual sanitary state shillings ând sixpence. The sanitary authorities
of a population at a given tinie. Deatl is one are to report the existence of any disease of wlich
thing-diseasc is esseîtially aîother. Ai-, cpoi- tley are notified, and to post i public places any
dembic of influenza or of rltheit, ctlaracterized order i a refbrence to the sanie.
perhaps; by a vcry low percentage of ortality, Ti provisions thus niade for obtainig a know-
nîay, notîvithstanding, by iLs îere excessive prc- ledge of ec existence of diseases wlich are con-
valence, paralyze a coniniunity to a far greaterl sidered to be danverous to ublic eal h genrally,

are sh as should ict with the support of a l

of choiera." Difficulties, 11o doubt stand in ~vw îs osceîeîsnîpc i i uacontagious or infectious diseases quickly extcrnîi-the way of carrying out an efflective systein of ated.i Tl'e time is rapidly approaching wloen
discase-registration ; but they arc not iîîsurniount- nicasures for thie prevention of disease will lie
able, and the fact that several European govern peneral througlout the world, and we may reason-

rably expect that tic dai-rate froni preventable

ments~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Impoyeen Actg Sectionlctiaedad rseu

SP causes till bc considerablv diminised.
sucli a systci slould encourage us iii cssaymg toID;z 'lere is no reason w'i y on tis continent public
folIow~ their exaîîîple." Dr. M\oore howvvr advo- li îcaitli affairs sliould not be niost suiccessfuly) dealt
cates a cornpulsory niotification of cases of infec- ;vith, aîd we hope to sec Ac time hen the inter-
tious diseases to tc sanitary authiorities, as wv ( as change of reports ith the United Sttes, regard-
the general regitration and publication of the tabu .ing the existence of contagious or infectious

diseases, i bu reearded by our Goversient is
marhamentary beintg one of thee blos d i4porta.t fatures of pro-

powers have been souoft and obtaincd by fafteenn tection.

orsrato h uhriyi tednetee
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