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In examining the results of treatment at the different sanatoria, one
is struck by the difference in the terms used. For instance, Dettweiler
and his pupils use the term “absolutely cured,” “relatively cured,”
“discase arrested,” and “improved.” In fact, the different phthisio-
therapeutists nearly all employ different terms. Almost all agree that
absolute cures do oceur.  Observations of spontancous cures have heen
gathered and published by clinicians of all countries, and I am sure
there s hardly a practicing physician who has not seen a sponifaneous
cure  The Jargest numher of cures has heen observed in sanatoria. In
his communication {o the Congress of Buda-Pesth in 1894, Dettweiler
made the statement that “the treatment in sanatoria is to that of peo-
pl treated in a loose manner, as for instance in boarding houses, as the
treatment of our hospifals is to that of our out-door consultations.”
Erumeraiicus of results would have scientific value if the observations
which have verified the cure were made under identical conditions.
The various ohservers have not interpreted in the same way the objec-
tive signs furnished by observation, auscultation, and bacteriology.
Kuopf says that the discussions he had with the most distinguished
phihisio- thempout*sts showed him that the conception of cure was
inferpreted differently by almost all. Daremberg, quoted in the treat-
JSO on medicine by ‘\larfan. who adopts his ideas, says, “one can pro-
“nounce cured an old phthisical, who. during ten years, has resumed
“his occupations without having an hwemoptysis, an exe:ss of fever
“due to an actual tuberculosis, or an expectoration containing
“tuberele bacilli. If, during ten years, he has been resistant to those
“ bacllh lost in a corner of his lung and probably dead (for we have
“seen that dead hacilli are also irritative), there is no cause why he
“shonld again become phthisical, if he does not again place himself
“under the conditions in which he suffered his ﬁrat attack. One
“must not forget that the tubercle bacillus is incapable of infecting all
“4he tissues; that man is a being relatively 1efractor_, to tllelCll]Olls in-
“fection; that it is important to consider the virulence as the e\pre~s1on
“of the dxverae modifications of the life of the microbe, which iz heing
““ constantly influenced by the essentially changeable physico-chemical
“ qualities of organic media. The ph\smmn recognizes that the
« tuberc]e bacw]]ue thrives only on soils which are favourable to it; that
‘one microbe is not sufficicnt to cause tuberculosis, and that as re-
* gards various diseases some at least of those, affected by those diseases
appem’ to accumulate morbid material in their  tissues as a conse-
“quence cither of hereditary or of acquued dlspos1t10n » Dettwuler
distinguishes ﬂle “absolute cure,” and the “relative cure.” e defines
absn]ute cure” as the re-establishment of normal functions in all the
organs and the complete disappearance of bacilli froni the sputum A
“relative cure” exists if the patient recovers his well- -being, if the organs



