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In examining flie results of treatment at the different sanatoria, one
is struck by the difference in the ternis used. For instance, Dettweiler
and bis pupils use hIe tern "absolutely cured," "relatively cured,"
"disease arrested," and "'improved." In fact, the different phthisio-
therapeutists nearly aill eiploy different terns. Alnost all agree that
absolute eures do occur. Observations of spontaneous cures have been
gathered and published by eliicieans of all countries. and I amn sure
there is hardly a praeticinig physician who has not seen a spontaieous
cure The largest nuimber of eures lias been observed in sanatoria. In
his conunmunieation Io the Congress of Buda-Pestli in 1894. Dettweiler
imade the statenient that "hie treatment in sanatoria is to that of peo-
pl treated in a loose manner, as for instance in boarding hotse., as the
treatment of our liospitals is to tliat of our out-door consultations."
Emunmeraions of results would have scientifie value if the observations
wh iebi have verified tIhe cure were madle un der identical conditions.
The various observers have not interpreted in the same way the objec-
five signs furnishied by observation , auscultation, and bacteriology.
Kuopf says that tlie discussions lie had with the most distinguished
phthisio-therapeutists showed him that the conception of cure was
interpreted differently by alnosi all. Daremberg, quoted in the treat-
ise on iedicine by 3arfan, who adopts his ideas, says, "one Cau pro-
"nounce cured an old phthuisical, who, during ten years, lias resumed
"lis occupations without having an hiaumoptysis, an exc:ss of fever
"due to an actual tub2rculosis, or an expectoration coataining

tuberle bacilli. If, during ten years, lie lias been resistant to those
"1bacilli lost in a corner of his lung and probably dead (for we have
"cee that dead bacilli are also irritative), there is no cause why lie
"slold again becone pihtiisical, if lie does not again place hinmself
"inider ihe conditions in whicl lie suffered bis first attack. Onie

" ust not forget that the tubercle bacillus is incapable of infectinig all
"hle tissues; that ian is a being relatively refractory to taberculous in-

fection; liat it is imîportant to consider the virulence as the expression
" of the diverse mnodifications of the life of tlie microbe, wicieh is being

con stan tly influnceld by tlie essentially changeable physico-ciiemical
qualities of organic media. The physician recognizes that the

"tibercle bacillus thrives only on soils which are favourable to it; that
one microbe is not suflcient to cause tuberculosis, and that as re-
gards various diseases sonie at least of those.aftected by those diseases

"appear to aceuinulate iorbid nate.rial in thelir tissues as a conse-
" quence either of hereditary or of acquirelt disposition." Dettweiler
distinguishes tlie "absolute cure," and the «relative cure." He dffínes
"absolute cure" as tlie re-establishnent of no-mal 'functions in all the
organs and tlie complete disappearance of bacilli froiii the sputun A
"relative cure" exists if the patient recovers lis well-beiig if the organs


