was s00n apprised by the lood sibilations
that hailed me asl touched the I, tha

the receptacle was full.  Awong otherarts.
I was skilled in ail the practical seience of
the gpake-charmer 5 and, an cyamnation.
I found that all the cobra ds capelios, o
which there were three, in additon to the
one o the engze, had been deprived ot then
poisonaus fanz.  T'ho ape, emaged at my
approach, had sprangz owards a pullar tha
stood near, and [ was about to veturn to the
casentett in order to attempt an o:cape,
when saddenly a pannel in the pidlar, no
doubt acerlentallv tonched Ly the ansmal!
flew open, and revealed to me a nagow
flight of steps, tscendumy and descending.

“ 11 oceupred to me that release might he
more factle by this means than from the
window, and 1 hastensd to make the tnal.
I sooy aband \ned tho steps that led up-
wands, finding that they termnated w a
smallcircularchamber, from viuch, indeed,
4he whole iuferior range of the subterranean
could be viewed from difierent apertires—
those openings being nothing more than
the mouihs and 6yes of the dots. Descend=

temple, where forone hour she will be left
vone.  Alone said 1?7 No—all these
‘ndecns reptiles, and others that 1 know
10t of, wa § be fet leoso around her. "Lhe
auld voay madden, of may kil hec;, for
<he knows ot that they are powerless
but from the effectsou her, thasb diabolical
worsiippers ot stones and hideous ereatuges
2 jeit ome s that reiulate theis proceedinges
for the e year. At thag moagjeat, let
us be there ; by the snne passago throogh
which [ contnived my exit, let us omer.
Betore the priests approact to perpetrate
the deed, Allamnay endosw us with strength
to release her.  And then I shall have my
tevenge 1

«Beatso,” eried 15 ¢meanwhijle Craw-
tord shall be apprised of gur intentions, aud
sead us pstangaid. 14 20e perish ghey shall
na} escapo.’?

L inquired whether it was not probable
that he was nnder Brahminical surveillance
aml, in case his ding-place was discover-
ed, whether his life v as not endangered.

¢ No,” replied he 3 <that s not ta be

ing, then, [ cawe to a pas<age, scarcely
wrle enaugh 10 admit of more than one in-

dividual, and involved in complete obseut- | Negher must the victim be

ity. As I hesitated whether to advance ar
recede, the sound of water tell on ray ears,
and I pursued my course. A fow paces
mor2 bronaht me a twinkl: of the hght of

day, and presently 1 found myself at the!

end of the passawe, whych oprrried iato the
thuek yongle, throngh a spevies of narrow
cave or tnaucd, wheuce, fiom a juting rock
_dashed a swnall cascade.

¢ Leonsidered that g would Le prudent to
conceal the mode of my fljght from the
Brahmins, and, hurrying back to the sub-
terranean, 1 took he precauston of fixing
my gitd.e and the untolded lengths of wy

turban to the bais of the windayy, imagin-|

iug that by these stratagems 1 mighy sves
ceed 1 misleading them into the bes
belief that I had effected my escape by the
aperture in the reof—though, truly, I Rusew

feared.  Tho Brehmmg, of no arder, take
iJite, s2vo as an expiatory offering to Kali,
at cettan seasons aml al long intprvals.
age Orllllpllfe.
Such a sactifico would brmng them evil.??

o But the 'Thugs 7 gried I,

«‘T'he Thugs are not sound rehgionists of

any sect.  No pious Brahmin, conscientious
w tustatth—no true Moslem, fuuthful to Alla
and the Prophei—ever joins the Phansie-
vars 3 though the outeasts from a!l religions
and erepds, the reprobate, the thief and
I murderer, the predisposed by vicious in-
¢ wations to eruchy and covelonsness, wil-
hagly etlisg-under the futal bannér of the
siranzling noose.  The head Brahmin of
tho Black Pagoda is a cold-blooded bigpt,
bt he would shrink with horror from asso-
ciating with the wretches with whom I,
ralso, have minuledd. Yet, with strange in-
«consistenoy, he scruples not to purchaso
the assistasce of such assassing i the pro-
«viston of an nnocent vigtim 1

nut whether such a method was really . ¢ And the Pagoda, is it near?”

feasibie.  Completing thijs, 1 returned to
the passage. and seon found myself at hib-
ety Samb, I bave passed a gay and

night in fasttng and supplicatjon, 1 have!

prayed that so.ne plan tugin be suggested
to me wherely iy pmogent cluld’s hie
migint be preserved.
vom my path. Wil you assist me 2

o swear 11,2 cried T3 ¢ bt haw

o> Khamoosh '—Hush
Alla has sent your comeal Inilvok at 1o oreat distance.

¢ Not a mmle lence, maharmy ! To-mor-
Tow evenwg, an hour beforp the twwitight
fulls, will you meet me here2?

1 agseed, and was leaving ham, when
‘with a finger on hus lips and a whispered
1 he pointed to I-'l
L
was oue of those mounds <0 frequent in
Yhudestan, winch are construcied by the

e The presence of an Luropean oficer Termales, or whue apta, aml which oceca-
with me at the veiy moment when thew;sionally nse to the height of several feel.
atrocious sicnifice is about ta be made, | Near 1t [ abserved a shallcw dish, cantma-

may be of use. If not, 1 am sull sprong, 1ng imik

and the Salub has pistels.
are unarmed.”

» an eg 2 or two, and 2 buncliof the

beeu couscious of. 1 was gromg to enguire

interference; at the same time relating
tho-promise I-had made, and the attengt
that was to be put into esecution. I had
conferred several kindnesses on tho Head-
may) of the town neacwinel 1 was pitched,
and T thouuht that I'mihit count on his ser-
vices 10 return, nor was [ deceived. He
instantly despatched a runner with my let-
ter, who, fy the method usual in the East,
carrfes af rappd speed, that with which he
is entrusted to the nest town ov village,
where he hands it over to a similar mes-
senger—always  readiness a1 the official
quarters of the Headinan—who, in his turn,
tollows the same process. 1 wished hearg-
ily that Hafez was now with me, nor was |
al tunes, wholly free fromn apprehensjons pf
the result which might acerve from 190 im-
phcitly resigning mysolf to jhe will of so
cecentric an mdividual as the Fakeer.
But neither did [ wish to tezede from my
engagement 5 and wihoutrevealing my in-
teutions to my servauts, lsim}u\y ordered
them to have e readiness a pal, or smal}
poleless tent; =uoh ax is customary for the
wives af trayelling nauves, as it might be
wanted neat evennyg, whilst the worthy
Popyt o5 Headman ol the villgze, who was
a Mahominedan, was instrueted to place a
auard over my tent, where twa Moosylma-
nee were 1equired to await a vative lady
whom [ expeoted.

The hour at length approached when
the Fakeer mngit begin to look for me;
wund, true to his appomiment, | found him .
sitting beneath the banyan tree, his lang
matted hair guthered together under a plain
reJd turban,.the simple.dress of a2 Mahom-
medan traveller coverypg his meagre frame,
and anned.with the heou-2dged tulwar and
krees of one wha is prepared to defeud him-
self from the aitack of an adversary. Be-
side himn rested the round snako basket, 19
svlych pointing, as he profferred a saluta-
tian of thanks for my presence, he said, « It
sleaps, it 1s drunk 5 but by the pawer ot
Alla, the high 'puest of the Pagoda may
sucooed in awahipy jti??

As we proceeded by a narrow path that,
skirting l}w thickest Jungle, led gradually
downwards wll we reached a barren defife
streteinng betsveen two steep hi:ls, 1 asked
him by what meaps was # customary 1o
perfunn the sacnificial rites,

+ Sawmetimes by five, ? he rephed, “which
is the most fearlul. The victun i3 firmly
bound to a pile of fagtos, and soconsnmed;
but m such cases she 1s dmzged with hash-
ish, or opium. At other times she 13
strangled by the apphication of g cord, fabri-
cated of the sacred rogts of the pandanug —
A third method remains, and 1tis one which

The Brabimps sacred Tolasse Plant (Ocymum sancsumy, | is likely-10 be omployed on the present pe-
! . ; wuose potent aroma L had for_some time  caston ;
“Bet how iam admission 10 the cell of|

for [ helped 10 brew (Ada moge
"maaf kura t—Alls fagnve me Y the bitier

Nargisi?  Jlather Jet me instantly despateh  into lus.meamng, in powting out the ant- ' drwght of death which inebriates whilst 1t
messengers to Cap ain Crawiord, at Chanday | mll, which was elearly abandoned by its ' kiMs1 Alas, sphib! there 1s not a weed

who 1s, 45 you pethaps know, the tiest Brit- angnal tabncators,

when, from the apey,

1sh officer who has proyed the existeuce of | erecting its ternible crost. I saw the ghtter~

human sacritices v 1ndestan—hitherto

believed 1o be cstinet,  His authority 1!

great, and he will render us immediate as-
sistance.”

« Ti:ere 1s no time, Sahik.  The oblation
will be aacomphshed to-morrowy myrht 5 and
Chanda.is seventy mileg hence.  There 1x
20 nme osave b-rby such slow measpres.™

<«-What, tlien, is your couusei 3?

« [ am acguainted,” said ke, ¢ with all
the prefatory nites which must be Quly per-
formed before the grdd sacnfice ‘lakes
place. At dusk to-marrow-evening Nas-
gin will be conveyed bound hand and foot,

g0 the sacrifan ajtar.  Thet altar is in
{aut of the fire of perfumeit wood, which 1x
kept cozstantly burning w ke eadergound :

that grows around from which T know not
how fo extract u baneorabalsam! Would

g and gorgequs body of a cabra dicapella | that 1had quaffed the gzoblet of martyrdom,
slowly cinerge ere I had taugtit the Brahmin the uses of
“Begone, svhib azeez! beloved mas- " that fruit winch nods now so templingly

ter,” whispered he ; « the augury is good !
That suuke shall be in my possession. 1
have Jerd thoso tempting baits to wile. him
rom his nest 5 for, {; this means, I shall
aclieve the act which shall, atleast avenge
my chald 12

With a vehement gesture he waved -me
away ; and, in comﬁete ignorance of his.
wmeaning, L hastehed to my teut, to reflecton
weservice I had, perhaps, rshiy untdertak-
cn to priform.

My fiest step was to write to my friend
Crawford, suceinctly expluning what had
oceopeed, agd demandivg his tmsgediste

over yon roch 1¥?

T looked and saw a treo whosedark green
branches. were studided with beantifu} round
drupes of a brght orange color. l'knew it
to be the hux vomica—the deadiy nut of

y which is immer-ed in a soft white i\xlp
within the bnttle rind. I told him how
scrence had taught maokied to wrest a
powerful remedy, in the slrthn;ne pnn-
ciple, from this dangerous Irait, and aske
him 10 pomt out a3 we proceded, any ofher
ilant employcd by the poisoners of tho

cast.

| «'The roots of the funager,” said bo,

”_’—————“-



