
FOR~ LOWER CANADA. 21

the branches emhracod in ltae Prussian claniary or primary
schools, 1 may promise a fev particulars rcgardng lieu bocity Just
refoired t0. 1 ho abject of the eociety %i's " tg) caicet, t0 classify,
and ta diffuse information conceraîîng the odacatioi of ail niases
in every deparinient, in order ta iearn by '.htmentis indivaduais
mrry bu bast fitted in hcailih, in mind and ni morais ta fi11 tbo
stations %vbich they arc deetined taoccupy in socîety."1 With this
view il ieeued periodacaliy publications contaaîuing papoe by dis-
iin.guislid individuais nt homoe andi abroad, %vhose large oxporience
anc cumpleto succeue had %von for thomt a wvîde-spread confidence.
Thoeo papota seami Io ombrace almost ovory aracthad by wlîaceh
ed.ucation aime to influence socioîy in ail ils grades. They coin-
prise a vagit amocunt of oducationai elalstaes, the rasoir ai lte
socioty's laborious enquirica. Il thon consistaid of about 250 ment-
bers, amoaag wvliorn 1 iand suoh naines as Lord Deninan, Marquis
af Lansdowne, Lord J. Russoli, Sir Ed. Lytton Buhiver, Sir Win.
Mosiwortlî, ProfRasor Pausans, Mi~r. berleant Taifourd, &c., &c.
Tho labours of tua social y %veraeoncouraged by the patroflageofa
such ladies as lte Lady Noel Byron, Miss Bowlies, Miss Chaldner,
Mliss blarca Edgovorthi, Mrs. Jamieson, Mrs. Lamabert) Mass Hat-
niet Martineau, Mîss E. andi Miss F. Porter.

"11The subjects taught in tho alemonlsry 6chools have beon
inereaitcd an nuanher, white at thie saine lime each is pursued loas
mucia grealer exlont than formanty. Tihis impravermont bas been
effected %vthout gres: difficuity by the aid af toachots %vho have
been regulsrly traired-up ta the business in seminartes esîabiished
for the purposo, %vhore ilaey not only acquired tiae art of îeaching,
but aie lit 0t syslematicslly disposrng ai aheîr lime and of using
il ta gaod purpase. Reading and wvraiaag, wvhich farmerly colasti-
tuled the greatesi part afianstruction, ara ai pre6ont considetod
anly aq parts of the sudy of the native Ian guage. The ensinm of
a fe'v simple accounts, Nvhich, 40 ycars aga, %veto thouglit the
heighl ofocrudition ta bo obîaiaed in oiemenlary schoois, lias been
pursued la the iiaathe-nuztcs. Under the gonera! naine of R'aow-
ledge of lce External JYaorld are comprehendad the firsl elomonts
af geography, history, tnterai history, andl naturai losp
Nana oi 1hesa subjeais forrnerly %vara broughî beforo ah chidren

inteeschoolsoexcep in a few dsjointed notices in the courseaof

namely, drawing. The instruction in reiion snd singing bras
much increased ia intrinsio value, and is likowise carric ta a
greater extont."-

Il is inîoresting and instructive ta foliow Mr. Wiitîich ia the
details which hoe gives of the six subjecîs af instruction, which are
thus named:
* .- Native Ianguage (M1utter spraccp or moîhor tangue).

2.-Matbematies (6rosstnleIcre, or hîgh oducation).
3.-Knowtedgoe Of tho externat %vorlJ (lVdlikunde, or world-

*knoîvlodge).
~. 4.-Dawing.

6.-Singing.
S Froin bis remarks under the 3rd head, viz.,' 1 Cowledgeof the

externat wold' 1 bug ta read a fowv tbolcuces, as we trîay ail
detive front thein sorti hinle of practical utility.
* In passiug iroin the district ta tha province of ivhich the dis-
trict farmne a part, the leacher continues in lte saine order; but
the information ie haro of a more general description, and euhl
more so %vhan ho passes f rom their owin province Ia the olter pro-
vinces ai the manarchy. Thon ha conciodes tise instruction %viti,
a f0f notices an the sîntitie and politicai institutions of the wvhoie

Smnonarchy.
lin every section oi ibis course the instruction atTards: let. A

knogvledgo a1 space and distances, wvilh the inequaliaies of the
surface occurrîng ia thora ; 2nd. A Icnoiedge of rocks, kinds af
earîb, and every thing that constitles ils soit and contrabules la
ite, fertiaty, as chimale, exposura ta certain points af the compass,

&c;3rd. A knowiedge ai tho cuitivatcd grains and plants, aisd
aie ai Ihose in a ivild stato %which occur mast raquentiy, or have
samne use in domnesme econamY; 4th. A similar knowiedg-o of
domestîc and wîid sanamais; 5th. A inowlcdg-e of the inhabitants,
thear trades snd occupations, thoir inlorcourse snd religious creed;
6th. A kna1Wiedge ai the present politieal insttutions, and oi the
most ranaricabie historicnt avents. Every section, therefore, con-
tans the geography, rnîneralogy, bolany, zooiogy, agriculture,
aechnology, statisties, and history ai that portion ai their ovin
cauntry whîch i has, the object ta anake knowa ta the cbildren.

" ona af tho most 21 &fous promotere ai tho instruction af tha
loworT classes an Prussia, Dr. Harnisch, in Wois8enfels, says: ' 1
ams ai Opinion that a leaoiaer,*%vlao itnparîs in Ihis îvay the knovl-

cdgo or Iheir osvn country ta hie pupile -%vith intolligence, i.as
taught tham titan g s or anuch mare importance tban lie ivht causes
thora ta learu byhloart the aanes ai tho capitales of ail the king-
doms, and tiaose of ail ibear provinaces on ltae surface of lte globe,
and wdio speaks ta tita ai t1e istary of Gree and Raule, whilst
thoar atteonj a noverdirected ta te objecta %viait surroutid tîtan.'

" idr Itah anad af titis courso lais pupals (Io not icave âchool, the
lacnt passes Ia tho alter counriois ai Europe aand ta tha otbor
parts af tho globe. Huro lie givos oitîy a genoral vieof ailta
cauntrces and add.4 ta it aîîiy tha detail ai a fow remarkable
objecte, &o., &c."

In regard la Dr. Harnisch's isst remsark, the correctnose of wvhtcl
overy sensible toachar adaruts, I %vould simpiy quota tho wvonds ai
lte grear touecher, "l Thoeo ought ye ta bave done, sud not ta leave
lihe altier undano.")

Jr my bo ramarked haro that in Pnrssia chdldren ara compeilod,
by theialv ta go ta sohool at lthe age of borwataix 5 and 6 years,
and la romain unlil tho camplotion ai the 141h year. The whltoi
course is divided into i pariade, caci comprehand iiig 2 years.

Tho Cauncil of Publia Instructiona ai Lcwer Canada, among tho
Ridas and Rogulatione passed in Novomber, 1861, and appioved,
by tae Goernor Generai ini Councai an Matchs, 1862, htave provaded
(uiîder Article 1Otît) that candidates for eiemeintary echuai dipia-
mas must utidergo an axamiatation in Engish or French grammar,
eorgrapiy, eacned haslory, hislory ai Canada, aîad thse arr of toach-
ing. Arhough rcading and %vriting are flot boerein 8pacified, il js
proviously provîded (under Article 6th) that candidates muet wvrîta
train dîclation ntI cast the half ai a page ai priînted taxi frons the
3rd Reader ai lthe Progressive Serios ta. bo appnovad by tisa Coun-

cil. The page muet be dravn by lot, an, as we say, ag ayertttrainb
lbi véethe book is opened. Iftho resuit ai Ibis test 8ol

contain îaa many anietakes in ortltograplty, or if tha handwriting
bo nlot founci good, the candidate may bo tejected %vithout further
oxarninalion. Article 71h provides thal candidates muet road aioud
one page, aie selcled by lot, in tha saine 3rdRIeador, in n man-
lier showviag Ibeir capacity ta toaci resding; sud îhey must aise
explnin the maltez rend ia a -%av ta show that they' coutd make it
intelligible topupîls. Frais tbesiprovisîaas il is evadeur tit rendi-
brg and %vritan< justly stand foremost amangsr the eiementary

bangches, and igaî a saîisfactory praficiancy in theFe on lise part
af the candidates is regarded as an indispensable prorequisute. Il
is farther provided that the candidates siail, as regarde arilbmolic,
salve a problont in fractions and another in simple intorest.

Beaing in mind Iben ltai eiemenîary education impiies a com-
parent proficiency in so many îruly useful branches, sud tisai the
ciass-boake in use frequent y comprise saiections treating ai a
grat vaaiety of subjecls of the highest importance snd inlercet,
thereby affërding frequent oppartunities for extended liosîration,
ai %vhich îaachers ai tisa night sîarnp iviil not fait ta avait tbern-
salves, 1 amn disposed or rallier forcad ta concluda tisat aven sucai
leacheria will find ample maleriase for storiig tho minais ai pupils
ta any ameounit without superadding althers as separate branches.
Whiie wvo speak thue, wve ara persuaded that rny painstaking
leachers, anxiaus for the developmnent oi the tlnt' powvers of
ingonuous pupils, have been instrumental, thraugh private counsel
and insti *'chou, in eiciling lbose prmivers and impartin<' a taste for
particular deparîmente of knowlIedge, by the successfut pursuil
of which these pupile hava ia airer-life aîrsined ta emaneuce aud
indopendeuce. Ar the sauta lime let teachers boe dîaly imprassed
with Iheir resnansibiity ta conspoîauîiy train thisai pupits in thse
essenltiai elemieatary braiches - nover forgetîng thse wvords af the
first oi Roman toachers as of ritoricians, Quintilian: ce Nai ut
vascula aris angusti superfusanr humoris copia7m resputîint;
sensimn autern inJluentibus vel etiain instilais complentur, sic
animi Fzrerorum quantumt exc4aerc passint 'idendunt est, érc."
IlFor as veascis witk., a narrow~ 7nouth or -neck rej'«i an over-
flowing stipply of waler, but are fillrd by waters fioacsng ins gra-
dualy or even poured lin drop byi drop, so carc ut bc taken hcow
mui thce mil of boyjs are able ta receive, ei-

lien lone lassons tn many branches with ineuflicient rime for
due proparalion (a p tact ice somnetimes altempled Io bc carried aut
in tho hopae af producing extraordinary zesuits) ara daiiy taquiredl
front pupîle, thora ie great danger ai engendering despair af suc-
cess, indifl'ereaco or positive dis-ust for the tessons ; vhilst tisa-
rouagbness in the preparation ai rossons ai sucli a on g ah as ta be
adequateiy mastered by papa le ai ordinary indusîry tonde ta cherieh
self-reiance, a love o lise schooi-work, and c Ibirst for self-im-
provemeunt. Th.e.teacher wvilI sol wisoiy by folliwîng a modiate
course, s0 appraising bis pupiha' powers as ta prescribe lassons thal
miay neither encourage under-exertion au thse one bauid non
engender zpathy an the cîhar. Media tutissi mus ibis.


