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Sen, was evidently one who was Ifl ot
far frora the Kingdom of God.» This
religio..ph*,Iosophic. system, the Brah-
me Somaj, teaches, according te Rev.
josephi Cook, in his -Advanced
'rhought in 1ndia,» that caste is
wron". It rejects beliefs of Hindu-
ismn as to the transmigration of souls,
and the infailibility of the Vedas. It
is in deadly hostiiity to child mar-
riages, the burning of widows, ex-
posure of the aged and other such
abuses. It supports education, tem-
perance'and ail philanthropic reform.
ht opposes ail niaterialisni, atheism,
and agnosticisni, and every form of
mere deism. It asserts an ethicai
monotheism, the fact of a super-
Datural Providence, and the duty and
biessedness of prayer, and of total
seif-surrender to God. It adopts
from Chnistianity what it cari recon-
cile with its theoretic principles, and
regards the Scniptures as the most
important of tbe sacred books in use
among men.

But it dees noi possess any trust-
vorthy doctrine of the new birtlî or
atonement. hi cannot bring men te,
a regenerate state. Sach is the ]3rah-
meo Somaj, in one way a help, in one
way a hindrance. Its author, it may
be said, %-as a warra friend te, all
missionaries.

The great stumbiing-biock in the
way yet-the sîumbiing-block that
bas ever 'been in thc way of the evan-
gelization of India-is caste. The
question has been asked: "«Couid
flot ibis be aiiowed te, remain, and
thus a great barrier wouid be taken
out of the way of many who would
become Christians. Cliristlieb thinks
that it cafiflt exisi beside Christian-

Should Christians dance? %VeiI, 1
think if a pcrson bas got plenty of
Christian work to do lic wiii neiîher
have the time nor the desire for danc-

ity. He nanies i as the permanent
cause of the greatest portion of ti'.e
social misery in India, and wlîile the
cause exists there will be the effect
The Christians, too, wiil be ail -'he
stronger because tbey have endured
the reproach. Their courage lias
been severeiy tested. The first gen.
eration of converts wvas tested severi 3*
by the mutiny of]1857. The church*,
going into the crucible true, came
out dissolved but flot destroyed, onlv
made more useful and able to cary
on the work. These Indian Chris-
tians have shown thenselves not less
thorough and failiful, and often more
full of lire thian ihose ivho are ail their
lives surrounded by good influences
They have endured, and are victorious
Christians. But a great many things
show the graduai decay of caste. Ail
ihings tend te it The railway, en-
lighîened social ideas, knowledgc of
the English manners and the Engish
home, tbe increasing acquaintance
with tlie English language, and the
increase of the press ail bave a ten.
dency towards its fall.

Truly we have reason to rejoice
and tliank God that the axe is being
laid te the foot cf ibis great trc, and
that its shadow wiii seon ne longer
exisi. The darkncss is being dise
persed and the greatesti îniinds are
beginning te sec tlie light. Wc close
with a few words from one cf ilies
master minds. Hie says, IlOur licais
are touched, conquered, overcome by
a Higlier Power, and this Power is
Christ. Christ, net the British Gov-
cramnent, rules India. Ne one but
Christ lias deserved the precicus dia-
dem of ithe Indian crewn, and Hie
shall have i».

ing. Christ does flot cal upon us to
give up ibis or that amusement. He
gives us somcîhing far better, and
these other things go of theinselves.


