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about the reiioter interior. Dr. Blyden has contributed articles to
Fraser's and other magazines and quarterlies duringr twenty years or
more, and lias rccently collected and published tl'ese in a, book cntitled
"1Christianity, Islam, and the Negro Race. " He says, " 1From Senegali
to Lagos, over 29,000 miles, there is sS~rce1y an impol tant town wvlire
there are not ut least oue mosque and active representatives of Islam "

and lie speaks within touch of the facts. Hie further says, "A mlan
miglit now travel across the continent frorn Sierra Leone to Cuiro, or
iu another direction from, Lagos to Tripoli, sleo~ping in a, village every
night except in tbe Sahiara, and in every village lie ivould find a Mjos.
1cm sehool." Tie writer wllperhaps neyer forget thietbrill of ernot'o
that passed over him, when, iii company with Dr. Blyden, sailing ul, the
St. Puli River, Liberia, the distinguislied autIhor-guide pointed to soune
steps eut in the bank of the river and a littie footpath, 500f lest in th,
fo est, lie said, "Do you sec thiat path ? Thiat leads straiglit to Egypt."ý

The M1elliodist Recorder of London says of the character of these Mf.
rican conquests te Islam :

"1At ] east in North west Africa the Moslem missionaries w'in their way wîtîh.
out assistance frein any earthly power. Their advance is due both to tîie
truth and the errors wlîich, their creed contains. Thie pure mionothieisnie
thieir religion is an undoubted advance upon the gross idolatry of savige
tribes. The senii-civilization introduced is an undoubted improvenient lt
is no small matter te teachi these degraded tribes t. mnesure of self-cortroi,
decency, rev'erence, and suclh virtues as Ch-ristians are glad to know 31osîeùs
both teach and practice,. But it is coniparatively easy to whitewash a nus.
ber of tribes withl a superficial religion whviich never changes the hecart,tiou-à
it mnay outwardly impreve sonie habits of the life. if the Christian msin
ary of to-day were content iwith. a forni of baptism. and a simple itemi or o
of his creed, wlîile permitting polygam-y, granting social cquality, and prons.
ising the certain blessings of a material. Paradise, hiow miany týýns of tiiu,,and;
mnight be ' converted' in a year."

The writer of the above is too candid te desire to belittie the aggrùýs
sive 'werk cf Islam in Africa, but he probably stutes whvlat is about the
truth over vert extended districts.

The extension cf Islam in Africa must be concedied, and the fuù
force cf the rebuke sheuld be feit that the Chiristian churcli ço Ion;
neglected the swarming multitudes of this continent. Yet within tthý
century we have plantcd missions ail round the coast, have occupic.-
outlying M.-dagasear as a babe of eperations, and have at least taken
up the line cf march "Ilfrom, sait sou, to sait sea,-" and from. the mott
cf the Zambesi to the delta of th.e Nile, and a good deal of reconiiwtetr
ing has been donc.

We have said nothing of the character of the civilization which
Islam superimposes on that cf the ruder African, because it docs uci!
corne wvithin the scepe of this, article. We are net, hewvever, of thQse
who hold that it will be materially more difficuit to convert the
people frcm, the rude form cf Islam, wvhich is ail they have to any cou-
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