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about the remoter interior. Dr. Blyden has contributed articles to
Fraser’s and other magazines and quarterlies during twenty years or
more, and has recently collected and published these in a book entitled
¢¢ Christianity, Islam, and the Negro Race.” He says, < From Seneg]
to Lagos, over 2,000 miles, there is scarcely an important town where
there are not at least one mosque and active representatives of Islam ™,
and he speaks within touch of the facts. He further says, ‘A ma
might now travel across the continent from Sierra Leone to Cairo, or
in another direction from Lagos to Tripoli, slevping in a village every
night except in the Sahara, and in every village he would find a Mos
lem school.” The writer will perhaps never forget the thrill of emotio
that passed over him when, in company with Dr. Blyden, sailing u, the
St. Paul River, Liberia, the distinguished author-guide pointed to some
steps cut in the bank of the river and a little footpath soon lost in the
fo est, he said, ¢ Do you see that path? Thatleads straight to Egypt.”

The Methodist Recorder of Liondon says of the character of these Af. §

rican conquests to Islam :

‘¢ At Jeast in Northwest Africa the Moslem missionaries win their way with.
out assistance from any carthly power. Their advance is due both to the
truth and the errors which their creed contains. The pure monotheism of

i
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their religion is an undoubted advance upon the gross idolatry of savoge !
tribes. The semi-civilization introduced is an undoubted improvement. I ¢
is no small matter to teach these degraded tribes o measure of self-control, s
decency, reverence, and such virtues as Christians are glad to know Moslens 1
both teach and practice. But it is comparatively easy {0 whitewash a num. ;
ber of tribes with a superficial religion which never changes the heart, thoug
it may outwardly improve some habits of the life. Xf the Christian missios- e
ary of to-day were content with a form of baptism and a simple item or twe s
of his creed, while permitting polygamy, granting social equality, and prom- o
ising the certainblessings of a material Paradise, how many tuns of thousand o
might be ‘converted’ in a year.” e

The writer of the above is too candid to desire to belittle the aggre- th
sive work of Islam in Africa, but he probably states what is about the or
truth over very extended districts. fit

The extension of Islam in Africa must be conceded, and the fuii ™
force of the rebuke should be felt that the Christian church so lon; Pe
neglected the swarming multitudes of this continent. Yet within tk: -
century we have planted missions all round the coast, hiuve occupiel it
outlying Madagascar as a base of operations, and have at least take }:
up the line of march ¢ from salt sca to salt sea,” and from the moutd sio:
of the Zambesi to the delta of the Nile, and a good deal of reconnuiter pre
ing has been done. !

We have said nothing of the character of the civilization whic i
Islam superimposes on that of the ruder African, because it docsuit ace
come within the scope of this article. We are not, howerver, of tho Sax;
who hold that it will be materially more difficult to convert the g el
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people from the rude form of Islam, which is all they have to any corr



