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1"The revival of religion at homne and tlîo universal spread of the
Gospel were regardrî by inany as events; which might be expected to flnw
froni existing calamities." To the Christians of that day "Ithe prospects
of the future triumnph of the Church sp:tcad a xnîldness; over existing glooni,
and checed thin amid the miscriez and wickedness; which distressed thoe
nations and distiacted the world."

This littie band wcre armed for their work with books, tools, medicines,
printing apparatus, etc. Amoxîg the presents was one somewhat singlilar
in its cliaracter. Two Ladies prcsentcd a brass plate, on whichi vas en-.
gravcd the following inscription :" Sec that, yo fali iîot ont by the w8y",
(Gen. 45 :24) ; "lFear thoun fot, for I amn with thee : be not dismayed,
for I arn thy God"l (Isa. 41 :10).

Ten ininisteys of different denominations took part in the farewell ser-
vice, showing the catholicity of the society that was sending thein ouit.
The missionaries vere, told plainly that"I it was not Calviinism, nor Arimin.
ianisin, but Chiristianity that they werc to teach. It was not tine hicrarchiy
of the Churcli of Engiand nor the principles of P~rotestant IDissenters, but
the Churcli uni"eorsal that thcy were to serve."' They wcre to, be 11ini.
finitely more concerncd to, inako men (Jhristians than to nialc theim Chiurcl
of England men, Dissenters, or Methodists. "

This being the pioncer mission in Polynesia, ail subsequent missions
have profited by its exaînule, its errors, its failures, and its successes. Ihs
hibtory lias effcctually cxploded the idea tliat civilization should precede
Christianity in the evangelization of a beathen people. This, the greates
of ail reforîns, must begin vitldn and work ou*wasrdly.

There was a long dark night, of toil in that first mission to, the islands
of theo sea. Deaths, desertions, and inartyrdomas roduced tIne ranks of
tinat littie army, but a faithful few hcld. on, hoping, 'working, prayung.
The interest awakened in England at the out.set had almost dicd away,
and the question was seriously discussed of abandoning the entcrpriise.
Thero were, howevor, a few frionds of the mission who, were deterinitied
to, porsvoro and sustain tho cfforts of the missionaries, and, liko ail faitlifui
builders of the spiritual kingdom, Lhey had their roward.

Soventoon years after the landing of that brave littie baud a crowd of
savages wcre as-semblod in oue of theo beautîful cocoanut grov's of Taliiti.
The hlending of tihe féathery tops of the trocs protcctcd thin froin tlue sun,
while the brancliess stems allowed the rcfroshiug trade vina to fan tue
grouip. Mr. Nott, the missionary, was reading te, thorn a translation of the
thiird chaptor of theo Gospel according te, St. John. It was a strange con-
grcgation-a motloy group. Tali, 'weii-buiit, powerful savagos, deck-ed in
feathers, flowers, and paint, leaning on their spoars or squatting witi tlîcir
clubs betwcen their knees. Some arc talking and1 laughing, others ate
declaring whiat is bcing rend te bc untrue ; but thero is one muan in Uic
crowd who, is looking carnestly at Mr. Nott, who, when theo sixtccnUi
'verse is read, calis out in Tahitian, IlWill you read tinat again" V' Wb


