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letters, silent enissaries of mischief to the
cause of immigration, suggests the meth, d
of that solution. It consists in a'kindly
provision for the reception of the emigrant
on bis arrival in the country, and such a
system of labour registration as would en-
able the agents of the Government not to
lose sight of him until he was in actual em-
ployment of some kind. Since the former
article vas written, the Government of On-
tario have asked the Legislature for a larger
appropriation for the promotion of immigra-
tion than bas ever been voted before by any
Legislature in Canada; and have foreshad-
owed the policy which they propose to
adopt in the expenditure of this liberal ap-
propriation. It would be unfair to criticise
this policy for two reasons: first because it
is put forvard avowedly as an experiment,
and as such it should be accepted ; and
second because the short time which the
administration bas been in office, and the
circumstances under which they accepted it,
during the session, justified their asking to be
entrusted with the expenditure of this money
as the experience and information of the
season may seem to them best. It is to be
feared, however, that they have not suffi-
ciently considered the influence of this un-
official agency in the policy which they have
foreshadowed. A liberal expenditure upon
agencies at leading centres within the Pro-
vince, and upon a system of internal transit
for emigrants, would secure to the cause of
emigration to Ontario the active co-opera-
tion of the emigrants settling in it. That
co-operation is worth more, far more, than
any system of agency in Great Britain, in
view of the fact that already the agencies
abroad have been amply, and on the whole
ably, filled by the Dominion Government.
It is worth more than any result that will
flow from a system of subsidized immigra-
tion ; and it can be secured at very much
less cost. Such centres of population as
Brockville, Belleville, Peterborough, Guelph

and London, whence emigrants could be
distributed to . the surrounding districts,
should be supplied with agents; the same
policy being pursued in each of the other
Provinces. These local agents should be
charged with the duty of obtaining full in-
formation as to the labour wants of their
respective districts, thus enabling them to
do the double good of securing employment
for the immigrant and labour for the em-
ployer. They should be in constant com-
munication with the Dominion agencies at
the larger centres, so that on the arrival
of immigrants these latter would know
where to send them; and in this way they
wd6lId be made to feel that they were at least
welcome, and that the government and peo-
ple were doing their best to tide over for
them the first days of terrible lonesomeness
and helplessness.

In order that this plan may be carried
out successfully, that the unofficial agent
may be prompted to work for, instead of
against, emigration to the Dominion, it is
essential that there should, as far as possi-
ble, be public works in progress at all times.
It is true that the ordinary system of labour
registration will always do nuch towards
securing employment to the newly arrived
emigrant, and under all circumstances it is
of the very first importance that it should
be kept up as an active and constant agency.
Its importance is admirably illustrated in a
pamphlet just issued by Mr. F. P. Mackel-
can, of Montreal. He points out, what is
at once a patent and a painful fact to all
who feel an interest in the prosperity of Can-
ada, that while fields have remained uncul-
tivated and workshops partially idle for want
of labour, emigrants who could have tilled
the fields and laboured in the workshops,
have passed through the country into a for-
eign land under the impression that there
was no employment for them here. " The
chief subject of anxiety that presses upon
the new comers," the writer of this pam-


