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The Reformed Bumseller,
BY J H. CORNYN,
(Fiom Wlid Dick, or the Rumscller’s Vectum.)*
S54h ¢ who caa te'l how hard it is to climb .
The stecp whers Wine's rod to aple since nfar:
Ah! who cen tell how many a swul sublime
N Has feit the blight of that malignant star,
And waged with virtue an eternal war?”
¢ { have been in the business,” said a reformed
rumseller, ¥ in Lhe best, but never in the worst places,
and § know what it is, and to what it tends, notwith-
standing the eloquent pleadings of its apologists. 1
Kow what it is in the capitals of the largest States in
the Union, and in the capital of the nation.”
$ Well, what do you think of it?° said a less than
halt’ persuaded philanthropist, svho found it impossible to
satisfy himself that rum was not among the necessaries
of life. «1I think, sir,” said he, ¢ that.it 13 degrading to
him who engages in it, and that of all other employ-
ments, it is the most injuricus to the community in
sehich it is corried on.” :
¢ Dy you think,” inquired the hesitating philanthro-
‘pi:;t’.’ “thal wie- iz any probability of doing away with
®1”
“ Ol yes, sir; of this [ have no doubt.” -
“ kn what way do you propuse to do it 1"
. “ By wise legislation, sir; and this is the only way
in which it ean be done.”
. % Well, well, sic, but hasn’tour legislation been wise
heretofore 9
A 1 think got, sir. The true, effective course, would
be to.give 1t no guarter, \o strike it from existence at
once and forever.”
« * But can this be legally done?”
&' 1 thiok g0, clearly. We certainly have a right to
suppress .any traflic, any business, the only tendency of
which i3 to injure community; and as :he selling of
um, to bs.drank, has this effect and no other, the right
o7 the peaple to protect themselves from its effec's, is,
d.think, beyond reasonable question, The stale cry of
tegality, unconstitutionulity, Sc., has lost its foree,
and is qo longer in the way of proper legal restrictions.”
Do you seriously thisk that legistation will risk the
‘yenture T—that they will be wiiling to go for so stringent
alaw as you propose, and run 1he hazards of losing the
votes of all those who are opposed to the measure 1 I
you do, you haye greater confidence in their uprightness
ind coueage than { have. The law you propusé sirikes
.8t bitsiness in which capital is now emplosed, hoth in
}?ie ‘mantfactare and sale of alcoholic drinks. Hun.
Ateds 5 "thousands depend upon it for suop rt. The
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§reat intérest of agriculture furnishes the raw matenal,
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* This useful bovk ceat be had of E. Pickup, Muntreal,

and annually draws from it & large amount of its re-
ceipts, Al this you propose st once to annihilate-——a
work, sir, which I think you will find easier to talk about,
than practically to execute.”

“‘he time was, when these objections influenced
legislation, and were so controliing that the laws enacted
were & nullity,  That time bas now passed. Three-
fourths of ‘he electors, in a large section of the Union,
are decidedly in favor of the measure, They are also
determined that those to whom they give their sutfrages
shall, on this question at least, no lunger misrepresent
them. They know their rights, and they also know
their powers, They have deliberately, yet decidedly,
concluded to assert the one, and 1o exercise the other ;
aud mere demagogues and time-cervers will be driven
into merited retirement, while their places will be sup-~
plied by men with whoar principle will be paramount to
policy. A few yearssince, in a certain Staté, when
the school questicn was before the Legislature, there
was quite dn exciteinent. There were men whose
constituents hed spelled Their tickete ¢ kno skool /* and
every body ksew how they would go. [t was
ceid that they would echa the kno-skool of their consti-
tuency ; end so they did. But one of the most intelli-
gent and prosperous districts in the State had sent to
the Legislature a man who was utterly unlike them-
selves. At length the school law was token up, and
the fidelity of their representation was of course to be
tested. At this time, one of the constituents, a very
inteiligent friend of the school law, happened to be on &
visit 10 the capital, and his curiosity led him 10 the
Legislature, He was just in tme to hear one of the
most eloquent speeches ~of the session, and was of
course delignted with it*  But when the vote was taken,
he was much disappointed to find ths representauive
from his own district vote "« kno skool.” In answer to
the guestion, how so intelligent a district as his hap-
pened to be represented by so stupd a dlockhead as
had just voted, he said that he was 2 rum represents.
tive, seat up there 1o protert that interest ; and, that he
should vele ageinst  popular instructions, was not, after
all, so surprising. He said he was comparatively litle
known to the electors—had, by agreement with his rum
supporiers, pledged himselfto the friends of temperance,
and received their votes—and was elected by this ruas
by a large mejarity. This method of deceiving the
electors, cannot now be successfully practised, The
trick is understood, and is guarded against.”

“ But how can you guard against this—pledges, you
say, are nat regsrded 17

¢ There are men whose past lives and conduet fur.
nish & certain guarantes that they will acf as they falk,
It is these that we should elect.”



