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crnment but frnisies 00 oy onee with well-

matured plans how to supply them with the
greatest certainty’ and to the greatest public
advantage. We may- be justified in hoping,
Lowever,that, by the gradual diffusion ofscience
and its increasing recognition as a principal
part of our national education, the public in
weneral, no less than the Legislature and the
State, will more and more recognise the claims
of science to their attention, so that it may no
longer require the begging-box but speak to
the State like a favourite child to its parent,
suare of its parental solicitude for its welfare,—
that the State will recognize in science one of
itselements of strength and prosperity, to foster
which the clearest dictates of self-interest de-
mand. If the activity of this Association, such
as I have endeavourcd to describe it, ever
found or conld find itz personification in one
individual, its incarnation as it were, this had
been found in that distinguizhed and revered
philosophier, who lhas been removed from
amongst us in hiz 90th year within these last
few months.  Alesander Von Humboldt in-
cessantly strove after dominion over that uni-
versality of human knowledge, which stands in
need of thoughttul government and direction to
preserve itz integrity ; he strove to tie up the
Jusces of scientiic knowledge to give them
strength in unity. Ile treated all scientific men
as members of one fumily, enthusiastically di-
recting, fostering and encouraging inquiry
where he saw either the wantof or the willing-
ness for it.  1IMis protection of the young and
ardent student led many to success in their
pursuit, His personal influence with the Courts
and Governments of most countries of Europe
enabled him to plead the cause of science in a
manner which made it more difficult for them
to refuse than to grant what he requested.
All lovers of science deeply mourned for the
loss of such o man.

Gentlemen,—It is a singuiar coineidence
that this very day on which we are here as-
sembled, and are thus giving eapr on to our
admiration of kv, should be i
of his birth.  To return to ourselves, however,
one part of the functions of the Association
can receive no personal representation, no in-
cavnation—I wean the very faet of meetings
like that which we ave af present inangurating.
This is not the thoughttul direction of one mind
over acquired knowledze but the production of
new thought by the contact of many minds, as
the spark je produced by the friction of flint
and steel. Tt isnot the action of the monarchy
of a paternal government but the republican
activity of the Roman Forum.  These meetings
draw forth the philosoplier feom the hidden re-
cesses of his study, catl in the wanderer over
the field of seience to meet his brethren, to lay
before them the results of his Iabours, to sct
forth the deductions at which he has arrived,
to ask for their examination, to maintain in the
combat of debate the {ruth of his positions and
the accuracy of his observations.  These meet-
ings, unlike those of any otlier zociety, throw
open the arcna to the cultivators ot 2ll sciences
to their mutual advantage. The geologist
learns from the chemist that there are problems
tor which he had no eclue, but which that
seience can solve for hint. The geographer re-
ceives light from the naturalist, the astronomer
from the physicist and engineer, anld <o on.
And all find 2 field wpon which to meet the
public at large, invile them to listen to their
veports. and evenr 1o take part in their dis-
cussions—show to them that philosophers are
not vain ticorists but essentially men of prac-
tice—not conceited pedants, wrapped up in
their own mysterious importance, bat humnble
inquirers aiter truth, proud only of what they
may have achicved or won for the general use
of man,  Neither are they daring and pre-
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sumptuous unbelicvers,—a character which
ignorance has sometimes affixed to them—
who would, like the Titansg, storm heaven by
placing mountain upon mountain till hurled
down from the height attained by the terrible
thunders of outraged Jove, but rather the pious
pilgrims to the Holy Land, who toil on. in
search of the sacred shrine, in search of truth,
God's truth, God's laws, as manifested in His
creation. His Royal Highness concluded his
address amid loud and prolonged cheering, the
audience rising to their feet en masse.

Sir BexsaMiN Bropie then in a few words
moved, and the Lorp Provost briefly seconded,
a vote of thanks to his Royal Highness the
Prince Consort, which was heartily given, the
whole company rising and cheering.

The address occupied an hour in delivery.

N.B.—The Synod’s Committee on Sabbath
Schools are requested to meet in St. Andrew’s
Church, Hamilton, on Wednesday, the 21st
inst., at 7 o'clock, P.AL

GEORGE McDONNELL,
Conzener.
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From St. Andrew's Church Sabbath
School at Hamilton, per J. Camp-
bell, Esq., for one year's support of
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In aid of Canadian School, St. Joseph
Street Mission School, Montreal, per
R. Hay, Esq., vovnunnnn. Cireeeen 5
Sixth Line Sabbath School, Ramsay,
per W. Smith, Esqu,evevnnnnnn....
St. Andrew’s Church Sabbath School,
Montreal, per Alex. Morris, Esq.,...
Sabbath School and Ladics at Lachinc,
per Rev. W, Simpson,
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G. B. Allan, Allan Park, “ ... ..., 0 50
A. McPherson, Eldon, Ceeiiaan 4 00
John Turnbull, Milton, 1858-9,........ 100
Matthew Woodrow, St. Lambert, 1859,.. 0 50
William Ireland, Kingston, 1858-9..... 100
Rev. J. 8. Douglas, Peterboro’, 1860.. 5 00
Josiah Whitney, New Hamburg, 1858-9, 1 00
John Younie, Bowmanville, 1859-60,.. 1 00
Miss Milne, 1859,..... 0 50
James Fleming, Darling, PN 0 50
Mr. Burn, ¢ e 0 50
J. Mecllwraith, Tatlock, NN 0 50
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James Nicol, b 1859, «v.vnt. 0 50
James Paterson, « 1855-6-7-8-9. 2 50
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R. Mitchell, L 1859-60,.. 1 00
Mrs. William Gunn, 1856-7-8-9,.. 2 00
J. T. Harrower, « 1860,..... 0 50
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James Gillespie, 1856-7-8-98-60, 2 50
James Dean, t oo 2 50
N. N. Ross, i 1856-7-8-9,... 2 00
J. W. Henry i 1857-8-9,.. 1 50
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WILL SHORTLY BE PUBLISHED,
THE
SCHEME OF SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS
ror 1860.

Prepured by the Montreal Sabbath School Asso-
ciation of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in connection with the Church of Scotland.
HE Scheme will include a Clasg Lesson,

Lessons to be committed to memory, Shor-

ter Catechism, and proofs. .

JOHN LOVELL, Publisher,
Montreal, October, 1859.
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