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Ix wido eternity’s vast space,
Wten no beglaning was, wert Thou .
suorays of all'pervading grace,
Boneath Thy vell, fanmied on Thy brow,
Then love and naturs sprang 1o birth,
4ngd lifo apd beauty fiiled the earth.

Awake, my sonl? pour furth thy praiso;

To thas great Reing anthems ralse—

Thss wandrous Architec’, abo sad,

“ Bs formed I” aad this gresy ot mas mado

Sines first [ hieard the blessed sotnd.

“ To man my splirits breath s glven
I koow, with thankfulness profound,
His sons wo are—ounr botne is {leaven,
01 giva mo tidings, that aball tell
When I may bopo with Thee to dwell,
That I taay quit this eorid of paln,
Nor sk 10 )e Its guest sgaln.

A bird of hollness am T,

And from the vzin world's net woult fiy,
Shed, bountsvus Lord | one cheeriag shower,
From Tar puce cloud of galdiag vower,
Before, o'vn yet, tho bour is come,

Woea my dast rises tor.aed (s home,

What are our deeds ¥ Al weethless all®
O bring devotfon’s wine,
That strength upoa mr sonl mar fali
From drops Thou mad’st divine.
Tho world's possessions fade and flen :
Tho only good is loving Thee.
~—From the Pervian of Hafis.
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But agio, the parable of the rich man and Lazar

us throw< much lizht on this subjoct. and tells ue

eomething in addition of the sou!s of tho wicked as

wbcll a;oftbo goud. ** And it came to pass “wo road)

that the

)

and Lazzrusin hisbhosom  Aud he erid ond said

Lot Abrham mil, Sonremember that thea in thy
life-timo veccivedst thy good things, ond likewise

thou art tormented.™  (Luke mi 19—81) Now
it isconfessed at onee, thet some cf the circumstan-

'~ ces mentioned in the parable, such as the dippisg of

the fiogerin water to cool the ton~ s aro nat to

. bo taken literally, Lutin o Sgurative cignification

. Novertheless, tho description of the souls of the
. wicked aud righteous being ivstantly conducted to f
' misery or happimess can nover bo the mers drapery |

of tho parable.  Sueb 3 secnio representation of tho
future stato. calenlsted as it is %o doceive, would sare-
1y vever bavo boen given ifit wero entirely £etion.
1nd wher «~ waecllont {(as tho learnod i

hat proved) that ‘it was universally believed s-
woogst the Jews that pure and boly souls, when
the body, west to happiosss with Abrahsm,”

ed the stemp of

hlo, 4rd thas thetn & thairerroneous be-
snd Dives 33 tacaneaad, ol the soms (fhs
Trat¥ren wove a3 seident on thesand,

\® Conchinied from dmduuel) | - .
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'&' And siteq the patable uesctibes Luazetusds:

beggar died, 20d was carried by the angela !
into Abmhaw’sbosom - the rich nan vl died and !
was buried - and in Hell (3¢ Hades) be 1ift up hic !
eyos being io torments, and eeoth  Abrahsm afsr nff:
father Abrabsw, bave merey on on. and send Lar- |
arus that ke may dip th» tip -© his finger in warer |

in thi I
shd sool my toppue, for I amn tormented in this fame. | them, not repentance or fith (fur theg

it s cloatly to bo understood as showing tho condic

tion of tho dead previous to tho finol resarreetion.
But the ovidenco is not yob cxhausted. Wo find
St. Paul writing to the Philippians (PLil. 1. 23, 24),
1 am in a strait botyyixt two, hkvinga dosiro to
} depart and to bo with Chnst, which is fur Lotter . nov-
; ortheless to gbide in tho flesh i moro ncedful for
| you.” In thoso wordsthe departing from ths fiesh
1s1mncdiatoly fullowod by the being with Chrie,
and thia is doclared to bo ** far batter,” which it
would hardly be if tho sou! was in 2 state of insensi-
bility ** liko tho bats in.their dark wiater<quartors.”
and indocd it is difficult to understand in what senso
a sicoping ugovnstious suul way bo sald ' tv be with
Cheint.”!

Tho same Apostlo writes again to the Corrinthi-
ans, (2 Cor, v. 6, 8,) * Thereforo wo aro nlways
ounfident, konwing that whilo wo are af kemo iz tho
body, wo are ubscat from the Lord . (for we walk by
faith, not by sight). Wo avo confident, I say, and
willing rather to bo absont from the body and to bo
present with tho Lord.” Whero wo also perceive
that it was St. Paul’s expectation, that he should no
sooner bo ** absent from tho body' than ** present
{ with thu Lord ,” and this must ovidently be meant
 of that separato stato of tho faithful between death

and tho resurrsctivn, besause he of the soul
as ** abseut from the body :™ and tho condition of be-

ing ** prasent . 4h tho Lord™ newcssarily conveys
tho idea of a blissful and joyous commuaion, for ** in
in His presonca isfulluessofjoy.””  When, therofore,
the Apostloio other placas, apeaks of those who aro
* fallen asleep,’ "or aro ** sleoping in Jesus,” theso
cxpmasiuns refes to the body, which is laid down in
the gravo as a bed, to awake and arise at tho break-
ing of the resurrection morning; and they are used
as the familise phrases by which it was customary fo
speak of the doparted ; in tho samo way as burying-
places for the body arv called eemeleries, 4. e. sloep-
ing plases. And whero we read id ons place of
those who ** slegp in Josus,” montion i> mads in ano
ther of those who are ** dead in Christ.”
.. Thero 15 ouother prssago which qught not to be
i uvor in this investigation. ** For Christ also
had onso saffured for sins . . . being put to death in
the flesh, but quickened by the Spint. By which
also He went and preached uato the spirils in prizon,
which sometime woro disobedient, when once the
i long-suffenng of God waited in the dags of Noah >
(1 Petor iii. 18, 18.) Mzny interpretativns bave
boen given of thess mysterious words, but by fur the
most prohable is that of Bishop Horsloy. He con-
{ cludes, on weighty critical reascns, which we can-
; mot now explain, tiat the true translativn 3, * Be

|
I

tho publication of tho story ‘of the' cross’ spetidily to
those who, though involved it the gonerdl witck of
bumanity, bad proviously listened to the watring
voico of ** the proacher of rightesnatess,” add yiold-
od themsolvod captives to tho Spirit of Gbd. ' Audd

I thik I have observed (says Bishop Horsloy) in
somo parta of Soripture an anxiety, if the exprossiobi
way bo allowed, of tho sacred writers to conyey d'rect
wtiwativus that the antediluvian race is not unjoteross-
ed in the redernption and tho Ensl roteibution. It jo
for this purposo, es I concoire, that in tho desenip-
tion of tho geveral resurpection it is mentioned, with a
partioular emphasis, that * tho seu gave rp her dead,’
whivh I cannot Le sontent to understand of the few
rexsons. fow in consparison of the wholo of mmankind,
~t at diffcrent times by shipwreck—a poor cir-
cunstance fo find o place in the magnificieat images
whick surround it : but of the myriads who perished
in tho goneral duluge, and found their tomb in the
waters of tho raging occan.”

Tho abuve are the chief pasages which onr stend
ard divives have adduced to provo that ** the apirits
of just men made perfect,’”” (Heb. xii. 28,) or who
bave Boished their cartbly ccurse, not only sut~
sist, but also enjoy felicity, inferior ouly to that com
plote blizs which they will finally reccive in heaven,
when they will no longer *“ seo through a glass dark
ly, but face to face.”” (1 Cor. xiii, 12.) * Blessod
are tho ¢ ad which dis in the Lord from Aenceforth ,

ca saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
bours ; and their works do follow them.”” (Rev
ziv. 15.)

And it cannot but bo o great confirmation of tlsie
doctrino, that whilo there is pothing in tho writings
of ortbudox Christian authors of the first threo con-
turies to support the unscriptural doctrino of porga-
tory, and tho other *“ fond $hings vainly invented.”
which necomg:my it; yet I doaffinn (to use ihe
words of Bishop Bull) the consentiout aud constant
doctrine of the Primitive {Churcl to, be this, that the
souls of all tha faithful, immediately afrer Y
ter into n plnco ond state of bliss fur exceeding all
the fulicities of this world. thougn short of that wost
consummate perfoct beatitude of the kingdom of bea
ven, with which they aze to bo crowned and reward-
od in the resurroction : and so, on the contrary, that
the souls of all tho wicked are presently after death
in a stato of very great misery, and yet dreading a
far groaies misery at the day of judgement.”  Aqld
that this is the doctrine of oar own branch of ‘the
Church Catholic will bo clear from 2 single quots
tion from the BurialSercico: ** Almighty God, with

whom do Lve the spirts of them that depart hence

to the Lord, and with whom the souls of the fuithful .

1 ng put to desth in the flech (d.e. His budy), bat . atter they are deliccred jrum the burden of ths

| pented and belioved beforo they died, ot they would

Lazarus ovil things - bot now be is enmforted and |

: may ho supposed
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never have gained adinission into tho place destined

being quick or alive in His spirit (ic. His soul). | fleshure in joy and felicily, wo givo theo h

1n which also He #ont and preached to the spu.its '{}Ixanks, fur llmf it lmaj.’ploaid l.hc.ugl to dclitcret!r:g
1o safe-kocping.”  And bo supposes the meaning to | our tuuther vut of the miseries of this siuful warld ,
be, that the soul of Cbrist, after tho dcath of His | bescecbing theo that ir mag please theo shortly tu
buds, descended alivo into thet invisible msosion Jf swvmplish the qumber of thy cleet, and to hasten
tho departed, where tho sonls of she rightoous arc i thy kugdum, that we, with ali thuso who are depan-
preserved in aufe-kooping under the shaduw of Gud's | od' in the truo fav'h of thy hely name, may have our
right bana , aad that Ho proached o1 prochimed W | perfect cunsommatwn and Uliss, 8otk ¢n Gody and
mast bave e, sou,

in thy cteroal and everkusting glury, through

! Jesus Chnst our Lord.  Amen.”

And voat indeed can bo more tull at onco o

to recsivo tho sonls of the sinty,) bt the glad til- | wamug to the impenitent sinner, and of comfurt t.

ings that Ho had offered a full, perfoct, and suffi- | the earncst and striving Christian than this 2 Tte
{ cient sacrifico fur o sins of tho wholo world, and in | onc may well tremble as bo bears bow, when ' Ju
y tho menit of His biovd wasaboutto appear in the Court

of Heaven as their Intercossor, a proclamati n which
to havo sent a thill of snimation
through the midst of Paradise, and bave encvaraged

mation aod bliss both ia body and soul at the resor

the doap areto perish oveslastingly in the lake of fires
Thero 33 acthing to show that the earncst aad dungth-
enad.exhortsiigas of Noah wors altagether mithoat ef
Sooa, a2 that gomo, ero ik was too late, Aid pot ropent.
dtd eling to the alone anchar of salvatica.  Aad cer
taialy the wonds ** which sometime wore disobedient™
sotxas 10 point Josuch a oonversion from their stab-
| boroaess.  But ifthis bo 80, then altor sach 2o an-

ivorsal and sndianmeinating  saapifosasion of God's

dsiger, ol ean well wnderntend (B poculins Kraesd of

v

“rection.  Ho adds, with regand to this proclamation | darkaess waio the
' betng addressed to the 2onls of men who lived befure | The {.:ovd

tho flood., that there ie no intimation given in Serip- | for tho dreed cnoountor wuis - tho lat enemy™ by
tare that tho whols of thost whoss budios porished in |

]

das by transgression feli,” e went o his uwa
plaws,” the placc allotted to tha souls of the lust

LW, &5 it seems, no respite, Ko fupriete Was graniow
him, but as soon as his guilty soul was disudge:

tho tenants with nuw hopos of their perfoct consam- | from bis hudy, ko was Lornoamay to bo * reserved

liko (the fallen angels) in evailasting chains under
Judgiment of the grear day.?

man, on the other band, ®ill bo aviauated

tho certainty that he mill speediny bo ushercd, no.
inio 2 placo of purgatonal pangs, whore the remaios
of sin.may bo clecnaed awuy Iy Gre, but inw e
rocefracly far cho blest, where & greet ma’ticado -
. beloved onesaco awaning his arrival,” Yor - ek

 au} 04 thay shall not bo, madg parfect,” ) and when
* the glotions company of tha apastles, tho goed:s
fellowship of sho prophets. tho aoble sray of mor
. v ulready arzmbled.  DRunckmans Moo -
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