The Cross.

——

tost rapid flighe from hell and death, to impassable, and insensible to pain.  He
a glorivus and itnmortal life. “therefore, at the point of death declared

This psalm is recited by the church in!that he was really man, that he was real-
the Morning Office for Good-Friday, and {1y capsb’e of suifering, and that being
ulso at that most affecting ceremony of forsuken by his Father, ke cxperienced
stripping the altar of all 1ts ornaments.lin his inmost soul the bitterness of his
and linens, to represent the nukedness passion.  Hence, he says, My Giod, my
and abandonment of Christ in hisPassion, God. Christ, in the form of a servant,
which takes place at the close of Divine calls the Father Hiis God, because at that
Service, on Holy Thursday and Good- hour he properly worshipped him as a

- ——— ——a

Friday.

1. O God, my God, look npon m:; why
hast thou forsaken me? Far from my
salvation are the words of iny «ias,

David speaks in the person of Christ
on the cross, and at the height of lus ago-
ny, as appears {rom the gospel of St.
Mathew. (xxvii. 46.) in which we read,
that when Christ was about to expire, he
said, My Gosd, my God, why hast thou
forsuken me ? which are the first words
of this psalm, for the words, look upon
me, are not found in the ilcbrew, bu
were added in the Septuagint, for the
sake of clucidation. But when Christ
complains to God of bemrg abandoned,
he does not mecan that he was forsaken
by the person of the Word, as if the hy-
postatic union were dissolved, or that he
was deprived of the favour and good will
of his Father; bu. merely signifies. that
by God’s permission, he was to suffer in
his humar nature those dreadful torments

and that ignominious deaih, from which;

God, it he picased. might have casily de-
Jivercd him.  Neither did this complaint
arise from impatience, or ignorance. as
if Christ was not aware of the cause of
his passion. or did not cheerfuliy submit
to be fursaken by his Father, but it was
a kind of declaration of his most bitter
sufferings.  For as during she whale
course of his Passion, the Redecmer had
borne every thing with so much patience,
that not even a sigh was heard to es-
cape him, all might have imagined that
by some superior power he was rendescd

0

itrue God, and offered him the sacri-
i fice of his body, the most excellent of
“all the sacrifices that were ever made.
i Look upon me. e intreats him to look
rat the situation 1o which he is placed
“for Lis bonour, to acknowledge the cbe-

idience of his Son, and to accept the sa-
,crifice which he offers him for the human
race. Why hast thou forsakenme ? This
is not only a declaration of his sufferings
as we have said above, but also a certam
Lexpression of astonishment. as if he had
“said, Can it be possible that you would
“ailow vour dearly Leloved and only S
i to sufler this extremity of torture 7 Thus
“we read, So God loved the world, as to
‘aive his only Sea, (Jobniil. 16.) and He
“cdid not spare his own Son, but deliverad
thum up for us all.  (Rom. viii. 32.

E Far from my salvation are the words
tof my sins. That is, 1 have sud that 1
tam justly forsaken in my suflerings, be-
i cause; the ernimes of the whole world,
Pwith which T have charged myself, are
.incompatible with my dehiverance, forin
“order to expiate then, I must sutlor and
dic.—"That Christ charged himself with
our sins, as if they were his own, is fre-
quently asserted in the scriptures. Be-
“hold the Lamb of Gad, who takethaway
the sins of the world, (John 1. 22)) Iz
bore our sins 1n s budy, upun tae wood.
(f. Pet. i 21y The Lord hath laid up-
on humn e imquity of us wl (Isaias ind
6.)  Hun,whoe keew not sin, he made
s for us, (2 Cor. v Z1.) thatis, a victim
Jor sin. As, therefore, a victim for ~in
.must be immvlated, in order to expiate
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