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HOPEFULNESS IN CHRISTIAN
WORK.

BY D. L. MOODY.

1
You can't finrl a churech in €hrietendom |
" Dwas in the vallev. “Jtook u
“ehorntevof Noth Ind you everstudy the

whe.e p:ople are buing saved but the
Church people are hop-ful. Yow will
find them stopping after the meeting and
saying, “"'What a griud meeting we had,
how God is bleasing us.” I want to call
attentiou to this—glnny aman has toiled
hard and has got nothiog, 2imply because
he was not hopeful. God’s man is hope-
ful. A mau whe is full of faith is full of
hope.  You can't find a place in the Bible
where God used a discouraged man. Let
a minister come into this pulpit who is
without hope and the same feeling will

et into the pews. It's very catching.
%f the pews have their harps hung on the
witlows and there will be nothing done.
Bus let the minister be a hopeful man,
and hopefuloess will spread and get into
the pews.

A friend of mine was telling me that

for years he had preached without hope.
He used to go down to his pulpit, and
sometimes he would say to bis wife he
would go dowaand preach, but he did'ns
believe it would doany good. Hedidn'’t
expect people to accept his teaching, and
they didn’t. Afterwards be woke up to
the fact that he was the guilty. He saw
that he ought to preach expecting results.
He began the work again on a new gl&n,
and w%en he did =20 God began to bleas
him. Read the Bible, and you will find
that God's men in all ages have been men
full of hope. God is called the God of
hope.
A friend of mine was telling me that in
Boston & man came to him complsining
becanse the Church was going to pieces.
He said to him do you doubt the final re-
sult of this? Do you believe that Jesus
is going te set up His kingdom, and rule
and sway even to the end of the earth?
Do you believe that he will conquer in the
end? The man replied, Of course I -do.
Then why are you cast down? Why
don’t you rejoice? Lift up your head,
the time of our redemption draweth near.
It is only a question of time. Let us be
fu!l of hope.

In Chicago, once, I got cast down and
very much depressed. I didn’t see the
work prosper in my hands as it used to
do. was in my study one Monday
morning brooding over the Sabbath I had
had, when a Bible class teacher, a friend
of mine, came in to see me. He hada
class of about a hundred, and his Sabbath
School lesson was somethinglike a ser-

“af a time did you have?”’
. tme; heating wgninst the air all day.”
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nen, and he often came in to talk things

overwithme.  He asked me, , what kind

I said, *"a poos

“Vell,” he said, I had one of the grand-
w-vdays of my hie. “He was on the mout-
the

ctaacter of Noah ™ Well,” I said, |
tank T kuow Ll theie 13 abous Noah.
Y noeanvead it all in the Bible in ahbout
five nunutes.”  *Yes, ' he said, “but did
you « verstudy it ur. I think if you were
to o <0 you would get great help from
it.” When he was come I took down
the Rible and read all there was about
Noi:h. It came stealing over me then
that he worked on for 120 years without
a coavert outside his own family.

1 went down to the noon prayer meet-
ing and found there two or three hun-
dred people, and I thought, What would
Noaii Lave thonght if he could have had
& meeting hke this. He never saw two
or thiee hundred antediluvians meeting
together for prayer. A manin that meet-
in% told us that he had come from a town
in THinois where they lhad admitted a
bund: e tg the Chureh, and I said to my-
self, *What would Noah have thovght
if he conld havegheard that ?  Angther
man #aid he was lost and asked us to
pray ior him, and ¥ thought, ‘“‘What
wouid Noah have given te "have heard
that ! He never beard 2 man say that
he was lust and asked to be prayed for.
From that day I was nwoi cast down, but
if I ever was I never told any body about
it. L don’s do to tell people if you are
cast dowu, for if you do you are sure to
discou rage somebody else. We must be
full of hope and courage ; we iust expect
to succeed.

There are many men that say, *‘ Give
us the morality of the New Testament
never mind abou. the theology.” Aye, but
you canunot ¢et the n orality without the
theology, unless you like to have rentless
flowers wuil lumps without oil. And if
you want te li ¢ as Puul enjoins you will
have to L¢ cv: as Puul preaches. **1
beseech you. therefore by the mercies of
God that ye do »o0 and so.”

Sometimes - thic heaviest wheat of all
may spring up trom seeds dr opped in an
accidental way  Wiata wotive to the
maintenance ot .. personal hohiness ! The
accidental is & shadow of the intentional.
Influence is the exialation oi character.
—W. M. Taylor,



