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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, October 27.

The bLusiness  situatlon malniaing
the strength which it gatned from the
improved weather conditions of last
week aad the week before, but things
ale SUil predy quiel in must unes of
trade. 1he weather this week has
been favorable to thresning opera-
tovns and graln marketang and deds -
cfies ol wheal 4l counwy puints nave
unproved, but are stll very much
short of what they were at this time
st year. Deuaseries ol coarse Siains
are ago lgat. ‘Irade will not Hm-e
prove very much in the west unt! the
wold weaiher sets In, whlcn Wil 81t
an Kigs of  nheavy  goods  moving.
Wholesale dealers In heavy gools are
siving & goud deal ol ateention ta re-
ceipts ot winter stocks, waolch  are
coming forward lake and rait. Values
have veed unusual) sceady this week
in all unes.  PFrices oi coundry pru-
duce have stiffened a Iittie eacepung
for cheese.  Collections are poor and
there §s 4 good demand for money.
The weekly clearing house statement
which s given in our floaacial col-
umn, shows a decided mprovement
over last week, but is still consider-
2bly under a year ago.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Saturday, October 27.
(All quotationy, uuiess ovtucrwise specl
ficd, are wovicsale or such quantitics as
are Usudtly tukea LY retudl deaters, sud
are supjeet tu e usual feductionn o
targe quattities sud to casl  discouuts)

BOOTS AND SHOES.

Sortng trade is moving in moderate
volume only. Travellers out for
spring orders are mecting with con-
siderable success and the vowume of
bustness booked so far is above ex-
pectations.  ‘There will be a better
sorting trade when colder weather
sets iz, which may come any time
now.

BUILDING MATERIAL,

Therc is Is still a good demand
for Dbuiding imaterlai and prices
remain amn w8 fulwae . Stune-
wall rubble, N300 per cord ,
Swnenadi fuvung, MOV per word
Stuny Mountain rubbie, $4.00 per curd.
Wlite lane a8 wosth 2V per bushel,
and grey hme 15c per bushel, all Lo.b.
at quarry and kin.  Brick quuted
here at 31V per thousand for kiln run
and $11 per thousand for veneer.

DRY GOODS.

Trade Is quieter and not much more
business will dbe done by Jobbing
houses untfl the cold weather creadcs
a demand for hecavy  woolen goods
such as undernear, hosiery, ctec. It
is coaftdently expected that the sort-
ing trade ia winter goods will be good
this yecar {f the wiaier Scis in cary
as most countty merchiants have
bought very lighily of these so far
and will have to begin sorting carller
than usual. The markets arc very
firm for most staple lines and the out-
look Is that present range of values
will be. malatained for a long Ume.
Buyers now n the old country have
found manufacturers there quite as
busy as they were at time of last
visits in the spring and not a bit more
dlsposed to shade prices.

FISH.

Demand s gocd for all lines, <s-
pecially for city trade. We quote-
\Whitenish, Zresh caught, 58Gc _per b,
pickerel., Jc¢ pike, 3c. trout, 10¢, sal
mon, 12lc, mackerel, 15¢. salt cod,
Te; Labrador herring, 3:-barrel, $3.99,
oysters, sclects, §0.25 per gallon: stan-
dards, $00.

GREEN FRUITS.

Green {ruits are =tll moving reely
as there Is & good demand from  all
pasts of the country. Apples are siill
firming up and some in the trade are
predicting sharp advancex It s xaid
that the feeling in Untario 8 So firm
that many growers are refuxing to
supply gooda at prices named In early
contracts aAnding  some  pretext  or
other for not dolng =o. It is cvident
that the trade have Leen fonled & U
tle an to the quantitics of appics avall
able for ahipment by the storles af un
precedented erops which were Indus-
triously circulated by United States
dealers in the carly part of the seca-
mon. A heavy {rost in Ontario last

THE COMMERCIAL

wegk destroyed the remainder of the
grape crop, and Concords and Nia-
garas are n. v out of this market In
consequence. Rogers grapes are still
to be had in limited quantities, Cape
Cod cranberries have advanced SUc
per barrel owing to the short crop. Ap-
ples, Nuva Scotla, winters, per dbarrel,
$4.3U, spies, exua fancy, $§3.20, other
vanicties, 83, greenings, $2.95,  snow
apples, $£3.0U0. oranges, Mexicans, per
Jul in case, $6, cranberries, per bbl.,
¥, tukay grapes, per crate, &3, Call-
fornia, winter nelils pears, per case,
£3.00. Washington, winter nellls pears,

per case, $2.00; late red plums, Cal.,
SLOU.  Washington plums, $1.20,
Rogers, 40 cents, Rogers DMacks,

4Uc, Malzga grapes, per keg, $8.350;
onjong, per pound, 3¢c; or In D.case
lots, 2tk.c; Spanish onfons, per crate,
SLOV. with 1uc oft DH-case lots: figs,
cold storage stock, $1.00 per box of
10 1bs; Callfornia figs, new, per 10-1b
box, $1.30; dates, Tc; sweet potatoes,
$6.50. mince meat in 23-1b pails, 10c
per pound.

GROCERIES.

Trade §s fairly good but collections
are poor, which acts as a damper In
a good many ways. New stock cane
ned tomatoes are now In and quoted
from $£2.15 to $2.25. Dried currants
stil maintain thelr strength and fur-
ther advances in  the near future
would not surprise the trade. Stotks
of new muscatel ralsins will be in
the course of a week or so. Bright
yellow sugars are lUc lower than our
figures of a week ago. Other lines
are unchanged here. For prices see
clsewhere in this fssue.

HARDWARE.

The haréware market is quict and
prices s ationary. Recent ecastern
changes have not affected this market
and it is doubtful if any further chan-
ges will be made before navigation
closes as the amount of factory de-
clines will be more than offset by
higher freight rates. All present
stocks In the west having been bought
at old prices It is not possible to fol
1ow declines closely. Winnipeg pri-
ces current are given elsewhere in this
135110,

INPLEMENTS.

Traveliers recently returned from
the country report sales very slow
and the outlook none too good for fut-
ure business. Fall sleigh trade has
been decidedly lght and there s no
disposition to buy freely for Sprning
either. Cullections  are  occupying
most attention aow. These are, of
course, slow as yet and nothing much
fhias been accomplished so far. Wagon
anad plow trade is over for the scason
so far as wholesale houses are con-
cerned.

-~ LUMBER.

There Js some demand for lumber
for finishing work and dealers here re-
port a fair trade still doing, cspecially
for city consumption. Quitc a lot of
work yot remains to be finished up.
Sash and door irade is dull.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

A drop in the price of refined petro-
leum s the feature of the week. Sii-
ver Star is now quoted at 19c per gal-
lon as agalnst 2U¢ before, and other
grades, excepting  sunilght, are pro-
portionately lower. Suniight s un-
changed. This decline Is attributed 0
the lower prices now rullng for crude
ofl at wells. Eldorado castor, Atlantic
red and E. Engine lubricating olls
bave declined in price and are now
quoted 4¢ per gallon lower. This fs
due to competition. Linsced oll re-
mains unchanged in this market, not-
withstanding the - ach stronger tone
imparted by last week's advance of
10¢ per gallon at New York. While
no United States ofl Is now used In
this market the two markels are us-
ualiy similarly affected and the sharp
advance at Now York noted above Is
due to causes which may at any time
<imilarly affect prices in Canada, that
is the fallure of the flaxseed crop. The
Manitoba crop thix Year s a very
poor one indeed and oll of home manu-
facture will e tery scarce as a e
sult. The glass market Is firm and we
notlee that there have been further
adiances In Unatted States manufac
turer's prices.  For Winnlpeg quota-
tiany see elsewhere

PAPER AND STATIONERY.

The principal featurs in ¢his Une s
an advance of about 10 per cent in the
priece of colton twine. Nolloe 30 this
eftec? was given by Canadian mills &
shart Ume ago and Jocal dealess am
now elling on the new basls. The ad-
vance s aztributed 1o the high price of

\
]

coidon. Jobbers hiere are-busy at pres-
cnt with numerous ordery for staple
and fancy Ilines. Country merchants
are 1aking advantuge of the.exoolient
stocks carrled Sn Winnipeg to buy
goods which in other yeaw dhey have
beon In the habit of buying cast. When
it 18 consldered ithat on most lines ex-
actly the sune prices can be obiadned
liere a8 i the east and the frolght 18
gaved the wonder is that so muoh
western trade Jn these Jnes s allowwl
W Bu cast.
GRAIN AND PRUDUCE.

WHEAT —The wheat market con-
tinucs o languish under steadily de
clining. prices W ‘have had another
week of sfow draggfng busiaess with-
out support from any quanter, and the
result 88 4 loss of 2 1w J¢ per bushel in
values. ‘The movement of wheat keeps
48 large ag at sume Ume [ year ago,
aad vistble reserve stocks belng niuch
larger and 611l accumulating buyers of
ac.ual wheat hold off o a large oX-
tont, ‘working only sufliclent for cur-
rent requirements and dhere belng
nefther speculative or dnvestment buy-
ing to help the market, prices keep
getting gradually lower. 1t has been
expeoted that primary recelpts in the
United States would fall off consider
ably before «his time, but they daly
run about the same as a year ago, and
the vislble supply-continues 10 pite up,
Leing now as high as the highest point
reached all last season. Recenuy re-
ponts have been coming on the market
reganding damage 410 the Argenine
crop phirough excesstvely wet weather,
but nmot much notice ‘has been taken
of them yct. If scrious daumnage takes
place 1o that crop 4t will. be & swong
factor on the market, but the reports
are not well corroborated yoi, and be-
sides, there is plenty of me between
this and harvest In Argentine for the
crop /0 Tecover from too much wet.
The seeding of winter wheat in the
States 13 about completed. Early dls-
tricts are green and some pamrts ave re-
porting the appearance of the Hesslan
fly in large numbers. In Europe socd-
ing 48 well advanced, but has been de-
layed in severad counties by oo much
dry weather. In Australia the crop is
dolng exceptionadly well and a large
»eld 43 looked for. The prospects :n
India coatdnue good and new  crop
Calcutta ‘wheat 4s still being offered in
London. There has been favorabdle
weather over Alanitoba and the Can-
adian Northwest for threshing, dut the
movement of ¢he crop is very small
yel. Faumura seem inclined to hold
thelr wheat, and are puiting in thelr
time pluwing. of<., rather than hau!
Ing whent to market. Last week tae
Amerhan visile supply increased 1.
335,000 bushels compared 0 an in-
creasqo  previous woeek of 107000
bushels.and an increase for same week
a year ngo. of 1,211,000 busheis, The
aggregate visible is mow 4S313,000
bushels against 48550.000 bushels a
year ago. The world’s shipments last
week were stnaller at 6,951,000 bushels
cumpared 20 1,263,000 bushels previous
week and 7.449.000 bushels @ year ago.
The workl's visible supply accurding
to  Bradstreets increased 2,156,000
bushels Jast woeek, compared {0 an in-
crease of 1,273,000 husheln the week
provious and an inerease- of 4,070,000
bushels xame week o year ago.

The local market rematns in ihe
samoe  sagnant conditlon noled in
previous report.  The requirements of
local miilerx albcorb a constdemble
porion of the quantity matketed., and
prices are kept some oents above ex-
port vilue, There 4s very little 1 hand
showing up and 2he trade such ux it
i{s, 4a becoming mcere confined to the
lower grades. Prices at the close of
the week {8 ax follows . 1 hard, 820, 2
hard. 76¢. 3 hand, T0¢: tough 2 hard.
T0¢. tough 3 hand, GGe; jough & north-
ctn, Gle. all In store Fort Willlam.
Damp and wvet wheat 3 and J¢ under
tough-in atore Post Arthus.

FLOUR=Demand 1n the ity s gond
and mills neport Rood xales. We quote :
Lake of dhe Woods, Five Roses, 3230 ,
Patent, $215. Medora, $1.70. XXXN,
S0 per zack of U8 pounda Oglivie
Aling Co.. Hungarian, $2.30, Glenera
Patont. 3215: Manltoba, $1.70, and Im-
perial  XXXN 3130 per mack of 98
pounds,

MILLFEED—Supplies are ncroane
ing and we nole a dedine of 31 pev
ton this week. Mills are niow quoling
$11.50 for bran and $1AH0 for shorts
1n bulk delivered,

GROUND FEED-OII cake has  be-
came very scaree and s practcally
out of <he market
par 2on cheaper at $21.
Oat chop, $28 per ¢an  barley chop.
$21.50; mixed barley and oats, .
coth ohop,:$21: oll cake, very scarcee.

We quote

Corn <hop §s $1 '

CUUNTRY WHEAT-—Declveries ave
tmproving., DBuyers have been puying
63 to GSc per bushel for farmers’ loads
of No. 1 hard, accourding to rate of
treight.

OAT'S—The mnrket remuins in much
the same ‘position as a iweek ago. Of-
tesdags v e dnereased’ somoewhat but
are still very lght, and- the great bulk
of the outs this yvar will never keep,
buing «ll mnore or Jess damp, Some
very guud lots of white oats-have of-
fored but there 1s @ suspicion-dn the
witse of sume of these that ithey are
1not new odts and that sellers are toy-
mg 2o make & good showing for thelr
distriot with a view to future extles of
new vats of Infador Quasly. Sudging
from present indicatlons inost of the
oat business this year will have to be
dons ol sampic u% the grain Is-too
damp w grade. Irices now being paid
vary all the way from I3 to-4Uc per
bushel 4n c¢arlots on itrack, and 4the
best of the new oats might bring 48c
In certain cases but the general idea of
value 48 Sbe.  ‘These prices are for im-
mediate delivery. Oats lo arrlve are
wonth 34 to #ic. Carlots at countiry
peints range from 8 to J2c per dbushel
on cars, according ¢o guality and rute
of fraight,

BARLEY~Oftcrings are é&xtremely
Jight and the marked has hanrdly open-
ed yot. Dialers are offering from 38
o dS¢ per bushel for carlols of feed
grades on track here., Malting gradem
would be woarth about the usual pro-
portion more. .

CORN.—.\ fow carlots of new corn
for feed purpozes are arriving. The
price has dropped J¢ during the week
and we quote No. 3 corn on track at
4Gc per bushel.

FLAX-Offerings ate very poor and
it Jooks as If the crop has been almost
a fallure, Dealers say dhey have aever
xeen such poor seed offering for sale.
High prices are pald for tlaxsesd this
yoar 2hat would mot ordinarily brng
onc-half of the top prices. The regular
range dhroughout the aveek ‘has-been
$1.30 20 $1.40 per dushel At country
points.

HAY—The quailty of offenings s
poor. Fresh baied 1s now quoted- at
$7.00 t0 $7.00 per ton on track here
and loose hay Is worth about the same
figure,

OATAIEAL=—Imports from the south
have ceased owing to higher prices
there. ‘This market §s belng suppllied
with Ontario meal, which costs In
carlots latd down herc about §L50
per sack: of SU-pounds. A reduction
of ¢ per pound in the frelght rate
from ovntario, which nas just gone in-
10 effect has materially improved the
positon of the Uniario miier in this
wearket.  The freight ratc on oatmeal
in carie.s s now 3Uc per 100 pounds.

BUTTER-Creamery—Some of the
butter factories stopped shipping for
the scason this week and others will
follow n. uan cariy date, so that the

<caxon is now pretty well over. Deal-
ers are paying 21c per pound for

strictly fresh goods at the factory.

BUTTER~Dalry — Finest qualitles
ure very scance and  are  cagerly
vought up whenever offered at 10c
per pound, commission basls, dbut the
seneral! run of dalry butter will- not
fetch over 14 or 13¢, which is about
the same a3 a week ago.  Most of
the butter coming in has o be export-
cd as there Is no market for it here.
We quote.  Cholcest dalry, In rtolls
or tubs, 1Gc  per pound, strictly
fresh, 14 to 13c: second grades, 10 to
14c. commission basls,

CHEESE—The market '§s  weaker,
iargely owing to the poorer quality
of offerings. Dealers say they fiad
it hard to scll much of the swefl of-
fering at good prices owing to its
doudtful quallty. About 9 to 9%c
per pound it the regular quotation for
factory checse .now. Dalry grades
are not worth over

EGGS—Rcceipta have fallen off and
the market Is firm at 1Gec per dozen
for freah case egRRs subject to cand-
Hng. dellvered at Winnipeg.

VEGETABLES — IPotatocs secem to
bhe holding firm at last week's prices
and the general oplnton is that the

tato crop Justifies higher prires
than urusl thls year. Some carlots
have been offered this week at coune
try points for which 2S¢ has been bid,
or-equal to 32¢ per bushel here Farm-
1%’ loads at.the market are worth 33
to 10 according to quality. Wo
quote other lines of vegetables as fol-
lows:  Lettuce, per  ‘dozen s
parrley, We: green onlons, 10e  per
dnzen® casrats and beetx, 350 per
hushel: turnips. 20c.per bushel; cad-
bage, 26¢ t0 40¢ per dozen, ripe WM~
toes. Jc per . Imported tomatocs,
50c per dasket, green tomatoes, 3¢
per -bushel; celery, 20 -to-25¢ per doz




