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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, August 17.

Wholesale trado is quiet, and will romain
slow until harvest is well sccured. Bank
clearings woro less this wevk than a year ago,
but this weck roprosontel only five days,
against a full woek last yoar. Tho strike in
tho lumber district was declared off on Mon-
dey. Tho Canadian Pacific Railway shopsin
Winnipeg, the principal industrial concern
in tho city, will begin runnirg full time on
Monday August 19, Tho first harvest labor-
ers’ oxoursion from the cast brought in 2,830
persons, a fow, however, of whom wore womon
looking for positions as domostics, and also &
fow who availed themselves of the cheap rate
simply to visit the country. Nearly
2,500, howover, wore supposed to
have come to work in the harvest. Amnothor
batch will arrive next week, so that with
theso largo arrivals there will be plenty of
harvest help, ‘Thess men, it must be ro-
membered, are not navvies or ordinary labor-
ors. Many of themaro sons of prosperous
eastorn farmers, who como with the objoot of
seeing this western country and gaining somo
practical knowledgo in farm work here by
working through theharvest. The introduc-
tion of s0 many of this clas3s will no doubt
have a good effect, as it may bz oxpocted
that many will becume permanent sottles,
or will return to tako up land here. The fool-
ing in land has alrcady 1mproved, mn view of
tho fine harvest prospect, and it no accident
happens to the harvest now being gathered,
o greas improvement may be expected in im-
migration and land sales,

There weroe 29 business failures reported
from the Dominion of Canada this woek,
Last weok the total was 81, in tho weeka
yoar ago it was 40, and in the year boefure
that 26.

In the United States, Bredstreets' report
snys business is brisk for the season. Iren
and steel are still strong. Cotton has ad-
wanced on poor crop report, Print cloths axe
higher again.  Flour, oat3, pork, sugar and
copper are unchanged. Lard and corn are
lower, the latter on account of improved crap
conditions.
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All quotations, unless otherwise ifled, are whole-
gale for such quantities as are usually taken by retail
dealers, and are subject to the usual reduction on large
quantities and to cash discoucts.l

CEMENT AND SEWER PIrE,—At tho meet-
ing this week of the Win.uipeg board of works,
four tenders were reccived for the supply of
sewer pipe ; rom the Ontario Sewer Pipecom-
pany, W. ¥, Leo, Evans & Howard and J. H.
Ashdown. Tho latter was recommended for
acceptance, at $1,890.95. The figure of
Evans & Howard was lower by a few dollars,
but the junction pipes of Mr, Ashdown being
six inches longer, the offer of the latter was
considered the best. For coment offers were
recoived from J, H. Ashdown, the Building
supr'y company and Miller, Morso & com-
‘pany. The tender of the latter was recom-
mended at $3.76 per barrel, delivered at the
works.

Dry Goops—Some of the eastern woolen
mills are said to redgrot booking orders ahead
as freely as they did, owing t6 the advence in
wool of late, and as a result those who bave

to buy wool at tho advance, will find their
profits very small. Woolene generally ave
vory firm, Other manufactuiers have fol-
lowod tho lead of the mill montioned last
weok in advancing the price of cottons, cotton-
ades aud shirtings. A comparatively new
and vory attractive feature in Canadian
manufactured goods, says a Toronto report,
is an Alaska or Red River robe, an imitation
of o buffalo rabg, in brown, grey, black and
white. It is manufactured by the Waterloo
Woollen Mills Com})any. Thoy are wind-
proof and watorproof,

GROCERIES—New dried fruits are begin-
ning toattract attention, as advance quota-
tions are now beoing made on sumo lines,
Austrian prunes are said tobo 1 tu 14c higher
than first offers last year. New California
prunecs are also offering for future shipment,
The Valencia rasin crop, according to advices
from Dapie, is o short one. The first ship-
ments of new raisins we s made about Aug.
10, to London, which is much earlier than
usual. The unexpected heavy run of salmon
on tho Frasor river, roported tho first of this
wook, will make the canned salmon market
onsier perhaps,  Ourspecia! wire to-day from
Vancouver says that the total British
Columbla pack up to date is 400,000

‘eases.  The price paid +  the fishermen
men dropped from 80¢ to 8o per fish on Cues-
day, in consequence of the big run, and the
cannors had more fish than they could handle
The Enck will therefore bs lanor than expect.
ed, the idea being that it would be very short
this year. Othor canned geods arc firm.
Eastorn canners aro said to be offering corn
and tomatoes at 75¢ for fauture delivery. per
dozen, though some quote 8ve and $do for

New peas have arrived in the local
market. Sugars are unchanged at Canadian
refinerios, but firmer abroad.

GREEN FRUITS—Blueberries aro having a
very largo sale and are being shipped to
points south 1n tho Uagited Statee, California
peaches and plums are more abundant, but
prices aro much “out the samo, ani itis
doubtful if thoy wifl bo materially lower this
season than thisweek, Califorania grapes are
now coming. The tokays are not in very
good condition and hardly fit to re-ship to the
country. Tho muscats are in a little botter
shapo. Apples are a little lower, and pears
aroe down considerably. Grapes are also
lower,
oranges, Mediterranean sweet and Jato Valon-
cias S1 tu $4.50 per box as to size; Messina
lemons, §6.50 to S$7 per box; bananas, $2.25
to 83 per bunch as to s1ze, California peaches
8..25 to 81.40 per box; Califorpia plums,
$1.50 to $1,60 per box; California bartlet
pears, $3,25 to ‘38,60 per box; soushern
apples, 81.00 to $4.25 per barrel; southern
concord grapes, G5c per 8 lb basket; Cali-
ornialgrapes, tokays $3.30 per crate; do.
muscats, $8.25; tomatoes, 8L.75 to $2.00
per crate of 4 baskets , Watermelons, $3.50
to $1.00 per dozen; Blueberries, 3¢ per 1b;
Layer figs, 101b boxes, 15¢ per pound, do.,
14 ounce boxes, 81.50 per dozen. Dates, 7
to 74c o Ib. Maple sugar, 8 to 10c1b, maple
syrup, 30c to $1.10 per gallun. Soume native
fruits are offering on the street market, most-
ly wild varieties of currants, raspbernes,
plums, cranberries, bluoberries, ote.

HARDWARE, PaiNTs, ET¢.—Cordage.1s the
strongest thing on the list at present, owing
to the advance in hemp. Wao quoted an
advance at the factury of 3c Jast week, and
further advances are expected. Rope 1s
exceedingly low at present, and it scoms that
an advance is quite in order. Cement 38 firm
for the imported articlo, owing w Ingher
ocean freights.

Lusper.—The strike at Rat Portage is off,
.and while it lasted it did not sffect trado
materially, Locally business is quiet, There
is said ‘o be some cutting in prices here, not-

withstanding the association agrcement. The

Quotations are as follows: California .

“kept suld up close,

largo discount of 10 per cent for cash, given
this seacon, is said to have mdde a groat
differonce ' cash business, and all tho bost
buyers t. - to take a 1vantage of the favorable
cash torms, British Columbia lumboee has
sold dolivered hero for somo time back at
prices which must havo beon ruinous to the
producers, steop cuts boing mado to secure
business. Recently, owing to tho revival in
tho lamber trade at the coast, manufacturers
there have not been pushing business hero at
such heavy cuts, and on lines which wero cut
the lowest thoy are asking advances. Cedar
shingles, which wore being sold, delivered
hero o.i.f., at aslow as 2, ave- now held at
82,25 delivered hero. No recent changes
havo beon mado in lucal selling prices hore 1n
any line, notwithstandin vauces at tho
mills in some lines of British Columbia stuif.

WiEeAT. —Wheat has averaged 1 to 2o
lower this week, and the markets have been
dull and lacking support. The total United
States crop is estimated at about 460,000,000
to 475,000,000 bushels. ‘Ihecropof the threg
statos of Minnesota and the Dakotas is csti-
mated at 18),000,000, Exports have been
very light, but the visiblo supply still shows
a woukly docreass, notwithstanding the move
ment of now wheat, Earopean stocks arw
large. Beerohm makes the world’s wheat
crop 1,818,000,000 against 2,072,000,000 last
year, a falling off of 22{ millions, Exports of
wheat, flour included as wheat, from both
coasts of the Ubited Stutes amount to 1,812,-
009 bashels this week, against 1,550,000 bush-
ols lust week, 2,975,000 bushels in the weck a
year agzo, 6,120,000 bushels in the second
weok of August, 1893, 8,75v,000 bushets in
1892, and 5,751,000 bushels in the correspond.
ing woek in 129!  Expourts of wheat and
flour during seven weeks of the new cereal
year, amountin round numbers, to 12,000,~
000 bushels. In tho tike poriod one year ago,
the total expurted was 19,000,000 bushels,
two years ago it was 81,000,000 in 1892 iy
was 21,000,000 bushels; and in 1891, 25,090,-
000 according to Bradstreets.

Locally there is no business doing. Prac.
tically no sales are being made, and theres
no real basis of values. We can only givea
random quotation «¢ about 70 to 7oc afloat
Fort William. Receipts at Fort William for
the week ended August 10 were 17,474 bushels,
and shipments were 20,212 bushels, 1n store,
282,525 Lushels. In store a year ago, 1,090,-
000 bushels, and two years ago, stocks were
1,856,15¢ bushels, 'This week last year,
wheat cutting was nearly finished in the
early districts of Manitoba, and the officiul
estimate of yield was 15.6 per acre, as com-
pared with an official estimate of 25.5 for
this year.

FLOUR.—There 13 no further chango
in prices to report here, but eastern advices
reported cutting in some brands of Manitoba
flour, and the market i3 easy. Il'roduction
is still very low, as many of the Aan-
itoba mills are closed down. Sales by
millers here aro made at 8$2.05 for pat-
ents and $1.85 for strong bakers per sack
of 98 1bs, delivered to city retail dealers.
Second bakers, 81.60 to $1.65, XXXX abour
$1.85 ty $1.40 per sack, accurding to brand.
These are net cash prices, the nominal quo-
tation being Se higher.

MILLSTUFFS.—Millstuils aro scarce. Thero
is practically no shorts to be obtained in the
city. Prices aro relatively higher in the east
for millstuffs than here, and millers have
The quotation to the
local frade is $l1 for bran and $18 for
shorts, per ton with small guantities held at
$1 per ton more.

GROUND FEBED-— Prices range from $19 to
$21 per ton, as to quantity and quality, for
ground oats and barley feed.

QATMEAL.—Rolled oatmesl is unchanged,
We quote $1.90 to §2per sack of 80 pounds, in



