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IlIndeed. You are, 1 believe, the friend and guardian of a young lady
who-ta speak qutiiî plainiy-has miade a conquest of my grandson."

IlYou have corrcîly defined niy relationehip ta Miss Marcia Goldiug.
But altbough I undaistamnd that Mr. Austin Vanigban bas hunoured niy
ward by the offer of his hand, and tbis, moreoier, with your sanction, yet
my çrrand is only partially and in the second place conccrned with
IMarcia'a matrimonial proispects. WYiil you try ta brace yourscli against
what may be agitating news, Sir Owen 1 You had a daughtcr 1,'

The wlthcred fanm visibly treniblcd. A passion af hopeiess yearning
broke inî,o the sudden, atified wail :

IlAdeline 1 1 doted ou Adeline !"

But there was a quick change.
IlWhit have you ta tell me of rny daughter ?" the oId man asked in

imperiaus accents.
IlVery litIle, Sir Owen, and al, the sanie timne very mucb. She married

an aid acbool and callege cointade ai mine, and-bc has lost bis wife.
Ilis name is Paul Caltborpe Golding. My ward Marcia is his cbild, and
conacquentiy your granddaughter."

Il took a full bour befort the truth and ils 'many-sided imiport werc
tboroughly comprehendcd by the hcad of the bouse of Vaughan. But
when John Mallison went back ta Corner Cottage lie feut that bis mission
had been a vcry biessed one. If the sharip pnick of aarrow had-as was
inevitable--accoznpanied the intimation of Mr@. Golding's de -case, even
ibis was better than the wearing grief of suspense. And aIl the~ oId bar
riers of pride and resentment were broken down. Sir Owen was dcîer.
mincd flot merely ta acknowledge Marcia, but also ta seck a reconciliation
with bier fatber.

Austin was not tu be reen when the interview had ended. No ont
knew where be bad Zone.

IlMr. Austin lcr,;ked ino th e post-bag, wbich cama rnaybe tena minutes
aga. and then he walked away ino te park," said te butler, of whom en-
quiries werc made. John M[allison was indispaied ta raw-it, th2 tra utts
returu. Doubttcess «Marcia had sent himn the mom.-ntous Word wbich bad
resoivcd ail bais doubits, and bc wished ta bc zlonc witb his joy. On tie
wboie it was just as well that the startiing intelligence of the coustnsbip
sbould b. madc known by Sir Owen huiseif ta his gnandsort.

IlWhere is Marcia, fnotber ?"
Something in the tone caused Mrs. Mallisjn ta laok up witb anacccss

af curiosity.
"n ber room packing, I believe," she anivercd dryly.
"Packing 1Ir ho echoed increduiously.

Il was hie tur ta experience a *bock.
IlVes. Is that very unreasonable, John, when you have given her

]eave su readily to forsake >au 1"
IlI don't unders:aod. She wished il. I put tbe question. DJut how is

ibis necessary 1 Pack. ag 1 Why sbouid she g.. elsewhcre yet 1 She dots
not yet dreamt oi the ch ange the discovcry wiIl Snake, surciy. Marcit is a
mystery 1

"S zy raîher that my son i.. Certainly 1 arn quite as puzzied by your
wards as you art by mine. Oh, but 1 think I bave it."

A sioguisr «mile lit up Mn.. Mallison's face.
",Then Irould you kindly expiain ?"
"h I bas been a game of cnoss-purposes. You stupposed tbai Mandia

refemred to Mn. Austin Vaugban's proposai, as if any girl would came to you
ini the mauner Marcia did if that was tlic bunden on ber mind. The ide&
is absurd 1 And you asked ber if she was picpared to accept MnI. Vaughian
in the tveni of obliining yaut consent. X ou undctsiood thatliber rtply
was in the affirmative. From bt.gining ta end you wcre wrong. 31arcia
bas sent to Austin V'aughan the sarna answcr tbat ahe sent ta Hugh
Herrick!'

IlNo 1 '
The exclamation was involuntary.
"The message she brought to, you wis front bier father, anil she was

very muc.- surprised becanse you setmed ta kow all abD-at it. Plaul Goid-
.Sa bas returnt-d ta Cape Town, not, as I conjecture, having rettieved his
fortunes by bit mining adventures. le wnote a few hasty lines ta catch
tht mail, suggesting that Marcia abauld rejtiin him, geing out by tbe
earlicst possible boat ; and coldly, bricfly, delibcraîtely, you agrecd, as if
Marcia bad indecd been tbé incubus she styles herse If."

John Mlailisor's caunienance changed and cbanged again as lac litcnzed.
Reliif-vivid as sunihine btcakiop froma Novembcr ciauds-wonder,
chagrin, discontent wenc c2ch succcssively prescrit at those points ia the
âtory wbich gave thim warrant. 1urriedly hc capped tbis revelation with
bi own narrative.

IlQuite unwitîuagly PauI's wishes and directitans bave been set aside
and rendercd cf no avail through my anistake," bie said ; Iland the new
chapten which bas b.-en opeaed rmust go an. Sir Owen Vaughan will mot
bc content to let Marcia slip quieîly away like the metest mîanger wbose
advcnî or departur is no persanal conccrn."

44I shouid think not."
"Mari must bc tlid."
"And lben?"
"Sie moust picase benscuf, I suppose, about going or staying."
If site doca relurn ai once ta Cape Town shall you bc piezsàcd,

John l'a
There was a curous pause. Then John 'Mallisan met his motber's cyts

ujîhaut iliaching.
41Il cannai bc," he said slowiy cnd hopelessly.
She understood bis mtaning as sutcly as be bad interprcîed ber.
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