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SEPTUAGESIMA.

We now approach the season of Septuagesima, which, prop-
erly speaking, 1s hardly a season, but a time of preparation,
The season of Lent 1s the penetential preparation for the great
feast of Easter, and hence the season immediately preceding
it, commencing on Septuagesima Sunday, has been aptly
termed ¢* a preparation for a preparation.”

Atno time of the Liturgical year does the spint of the world
contrast so strongly with the spinit of the Church as during
the season we are now considering.  Under the name of car-
nival, ¢ jours gras," &c.,each nation, at this season, celebrates a-
time of license and indulgence wn profane pleasures. In
Catholic countries, more particularly, the flesh (caro) seems
to take a very hingening and loving farewell (vale) of the feast-
ing and pleasures which are forbidden dunng the coming
great fast. It s not the object of this article to describe the
freaks and follies of this fantastic scason as observed by the
world, but rather to speak of the * preparation for a prepara-
tion" which the Church recommends to her children at this
time. Septuagesima Sunday isthethird Sunday before Lent, and
is followed by Sexagesima and Quinquigesima Sundays. These
words mean seventy, sixty and fifty, as, in round numbers,
they are at this number of days from the great Feast of Easter,
whose due and solemn cclebration 1s now commencing to
occupy the mind of the Church. The date of the commence-
ment of the Lenten fast has varnied in vanious countries, un-
der vanous circumstaaces, but the number of days fast (forty)
has never varied, since it 1s modelled on tbat one great Fast
made by our Saviour ,for our sakes, in the desert. The date
of Septuagesima cannot fall earlier than January 18th, nor later
than February 22nd, since it depends on the date of Easter.
The joyous time of Chnstmas has cither nearly or entirely
passed, and it is now time for us to prepare for even a still greater
event than the Birth of the Son of God, for that of llis
glonous resurrection from the dead.

As thisis a time of preparation for the great penitential
observances of Lent, the Church, by exhorting the faithful to
enter into themselves and by ‘meditating on the corruption
introduced into the world by the fall of man, and also on the
inherent sinfuiness of human nature teaches us to appreciate the
immense mercy our Saviour has shown us 1n dying for our sins,
and by means of repentancejand confession asks us to place
ourselves n that state of grace which will render cfficacious
those penmitential works which we will perform during Lent.

How far opposed this spint 1s to that of **the world” durning
the days preceding Lent 1s cvident to all who reflect on it.
This is why, 1n so many churches, the lovely devotion of the
Forty Hours is specially practised at this season to offer expia
tion for the many sins by which God is offended during this
time of reckless gaiety and dissipation known as ¢ carnival.’,
In many religious orders, and by many devout Christians, the
Lenten fast is commenced at this season if not in all its rigour,
yet in a sufficiently penitential nanner. Commencing on Sep-
tuagesima Sunday, the Church prolubuits the use of the divine
word Alleluia ! as 0o joyous a word for us to utter during
our time of sadness. She also forbids usthe joyous Gloria
in ercelsis (except occasionally on a Saint’s Day during the
week) and in sign of penitence, she cloihes her altars and
priests in robes of sad-coloured violet. Nor is the Ambrosian
hymn T2 Deum Laudamus to be heard until Easter shall again
open our lips and hearts to joy with its glorious commemora-

tion of Triumph over Death and -Joyful Resurrection.
G. M. Wazp.

———— —

H1S GRACE ON THE UNITY OF Fal'TH

His Grace, the Archimshop, nddreared a large audience in
the Cathedral on Sunday ovemng, the 1Gth inst., on a topic
which ongages the atteution of the Protestunt denominations
in this country and in Eugland. Woe give 2 synopsis of the
discourse :

All Protestant denominations fecl koonly their unsoriptural
position on acconns of their divisions and multiplications of
oreads. They are prayivg and soliciting prayoera for union.
Oar Lord Humself prayed that His apostles might be one as
« Thou Father in Mo and I 1n Thee,” that they may also be
ono, and “that the world may believe that Thou bas sent
Me.” (Jobn 17: 21.)

Now, respectiug the ministers who presch different doo-
trines, the world over will not believo that Ohrist sent one of
them. Tho Church of England is ono creed, tho Presby.
terians another, the Mothodists another, tho Baptista another
and so with the rest. Can all bo sont to God to preach
differont dootrinea? Was 8t. Peter sont to proach a differ-
ont dootrine from John? *“One Lord, one faith, ono bap.
tism.” Al Christians fool humiliated at the figure tho
proachora of the various denominations oxhibit to -tho infidels
of Asia and Africa whon they proach to them. What is
tho sad cause of this diversily of oreeds when all say that
they build their faith on the Biblo? ‘This is a grievous mis.
takeor eorror, and so often boasted about. As long as thoro
is an unocertain guido error must follow. What is a Protes-
tant guide ? Not the Bible, though they often say so, but
the interprotation which they put on tho Bible. The Bible
is right, but the iuterprotation put on the toxt by fallible,
and, often, men ignorant of the rulos of interprotation or
critioism is not. * Many men of many miunds" is an old
proverb.

It is not therefore corract to say ‘I found wmy faith on my

own view of tho Biblo toxts. My Protoestaut religion gives
me the right to road the Bible, and to take my own moaning
ofit.” Therefore you are your own guido and author of
your own faith, as you say of my own views of religion, self-
guidance in very scrious matters is very often a poor one.
You guide yourself by others in most important concerns ;
your lawyers in wordly affairs, the physician in what con-
corne your hoalth, your man of business, your banker or
stoward as the caso may be, but in tho affairs of your im-
e ~tal soul, in which an etornity of happiness or misery isat
stako, youn consult no ono ; self-love, or worldly love of gain
often deceives. Suroly Ohrist who came to teach all truth
did not. leave it without a guardian or depository, a living
witness to .all men. Christ did not confido His dootrines or
truth to individual men, but to & corporation which He calls
His church, and Ho says to all His followers : * He that will
not hear tho church lot him be to thoo as the heathon and
the publican.”
. The Bible could not bo the rule of faith for the immense
majority who cannot roed, or for Christians who lived before
the art of printing was invented and Bibles oiroulated. From
what sourco did thoy draw their faith, and bow many drow
true faith from tho Bible ? The Bible is like unto "Christ
whon ho was prosonted in the tomple. Holy Simoon aaid,
prophosying : ¢ Bohold, this child is sot up for the fall and
resurroction of many in Israel, and for & sign which slall be
contradicted.” SLukoS: 84.) The Bible is set up for the
fall of many who abuse that sacred volume, aud for the
resurrgotion of mani who are faithfol to its teashing.

Pray for true faith as in our Lord, and let us make an aot
of faith in all tho truths contained in the Holy Bible, and not
in tho falso interpretation of fallable mon.
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The Ghuech in Ganadua,

Under this heading will be collected and preserved all obtainable data
bearing upon the history and growth 0* the Church in Canada. Con-
tributions arc invited from those having in their possession iny
material that might properly come for publication in this department.

THE REV. PATRICK DOWD.

PASTOR OF ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH, MONTREAL,

Father Dowd, as his parishioners love to call him, was born
in the County of Leith, Ircland, in 1813. At an ecarly age he
evinced an ardent desire to devote himself to the Church, and
made his classical coursc at Newry. He went to Paris in
1832; he made his theological studies in the Irish College in
that city, and his course was a brilliant one. In 1837, May
2oth, he was ordaned priest by Monseigneur Quelen, Arch-
bishop of Paris; after his ordination, he returned to Ircland
where he lived about ten years, six with the Archbishop of
Armagh, and was President of the Diocesan Seminary of that
towa for onc year.

In 1847, he resolved on joining the order of St. Sulpice, and



