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THE QUESTION OF WOMAN'S RIGHTS.

Ty following interesting articls on this topic, from o correspon-
deut of the Bullalo nivn and 1imes, appeared in tho lust issue of
that journal :

Some years ago I entered into a correspondence with an old gentle-
man, an sequamtance of my chnldish years. e was s non-Catholie
nnd in his old age seemed to bo looking into all sorts of isms, not
having anything else to occupy his mind. 1 began the correspondence
on *“ Woman's Rights," mto wlhich question lhe was itivolving him.
self; and then husnorously having taken my stand as a preachor I
gave him the opportunity of crivicising my sermons, which contained
traths of religion and some Lnmorous sentences to help them down.
I could only rench him in this way, he not relishing religious con-
versations. e became a convert and died a holy death ; before this,
however, he returned me my letters requesting me to have them pub-
lished—thoy seemed to strike him as to the poiut. I threw them
aside, but lately decided to send this one to your paper, as it may
possibly give some Woman's Rights people a new view of the ques-
tion. A Jesuit of high standing approved of itg pablication, as cid
alsoa lawyer, a Protestant.

My VexerasLe Friesp :—

I would so deeply regret te have you in your declining years iden-
tify yourself with that movement called, or rather nuscalled, ¢ Wo-
man's Rights,"” that 1 cannot resist the desire of setting before yon
some of its absurdity, for yonr benevolent disposition so inclines you
to see the bright side of all things, that I fear you sometimes take for
purest gold that which will never stand the crucible.

“For thy fancy can invest
Comnon things with beauty rare.”

Do not, however, I beg of you, entortain for one moment, the
thought that in opposirg tlns movement 1 underrate woman or her
mission ; on the contrary, I respect both too much to desire the one
to {ho wronged or the other under valued. and wrongs rather than
“rights ** would certuinly be her position in its adoption.

I am convineed, und of this fact I wonld that I might convince
you, that the man who countenunces or co-operates with the so-called
* Womau’s Rights Movement ” daes woman a positive wjury, the
greater the more extended his influence may be.

Before accepting the ideas of another and incorporating them into
one’s own or lending oneself to any movement, it is well to carefully
and impartially consider both sides of the matter, und, to do this one
must lay aside ull prejudico and deal fairly with 1t; by doing this
one would save himself many an after regret. I think this will be
50 in the case in question, and as I see that some of your guod lady
friends have been dong their best to win yo . over to their way of
thinking I will take the liberty of doing that which you have always
encouraged me to do frem my early years, viz., to always speak to you
with frankness.

I believe that you will readily adumt that I am better acquainted
with the peculiantics ol my awn sex than ycu are supposed to be,
with all your wisdom and experience ; therefore 1 will set before you
my views npon tke matter, and. as you once admitted that I had al-
most converted you to my opinion, which is that of the majority of
sensible people, I would conswder it a pleasurnble triunph to render
thig conversion a perfect one.

In the beginning of the creacion of the human race, woman was
placed in full possession of all her rights and subject to but one law
—that of obedience t) her Creator ; but unfortunately she aspired to
one right too mauy, and being naturally of a generous disposition she
hastened to share 1t with her hugband, and in so doing not only fell
from her high estate but drrgged along with her the unfortunate one
whom she had beguiled.  Ahimghty God, always condescending to the
weak, pitied poor mar secing him so easily led, and lest be might be
plunged into still greater evils on account of womaw's inventive genius
and epergy in putting it into execution, censidered it best to place
her under some controlling power  T'his as we may clearly see is not
in itself a bad thing, but rather a wise precaution on the part of the
Almigh y, who malies all things work together for good as thereby
woman’s acuteness of intellect and agility in action wounld be moder-
ated and man who 1s of a naturally slower organwzntion, being placed
ag it were over this high pressure wonld not alone bo materially as-
sisted in the journey of life but even forced onward and upward when
in danger of Inggmyg behind.

Womann, generous #s usual, acknowledges her fault and submits to
its consequences, thereby expiating it in a few short years of time,
while man, with the same magnanimity which caused him to lay all
the blame upon woman in thebeginning. now avenges himself for his
own weakuesg, by nsing to the ntmnost the power with which he is
invested, and choosing for bis own share the best things of thns world
by right of the nime points of the law, possession, leaves to woman the
refuse, religion.

Woman has not lost her clear-sightedness, however ; therefore she
accepts the rejected treasure and finds in it support under trials, com-
fort in afilictions and an unfailing hope for the future—for this reason

she endures inbulations more heroically, bears sufferings moro
patiently and dies more resignedly than man,

But although Almighty God has uvpeared so severe to woman,
it seems that in reality e loves her the better und has reserved for
Ler the best places in heaven, und while you men are waiting ontsido
its gates to have your stupendous works tried by the fire, which [
fear will spare but litue, woman, unencumbered, save by her wrongs,
will quietly pass over your heads and entering, take possession, for
heaven is one of woman's rights; man willingly cedes it to her now
and I doubt if he can dispossess her of it hereafter,

Wontun's venl rights ave vespeet, vefinement and rehgion.  Now if
woman meets wmun ou an equnl footing y the pathway of life, for in-
stance in the army, the navy, the pulpit and bar, as well as in the
judicial, legiglative and executive eapacities—for, if one of her rights
is to vote, another equally just. is thut of bemsg voted for, and of
course it _is supposed that she has fitted herself for these positions by
study and familarity with men and events of the times, and has n
general iden of trade, commeree and international law us well us ac-
quaintance with the feading journals, in order thi her ideas may not
be narrowed down to snit the idens of father, busband or brother—is
it to be expected that wan will defer to her through politeness beeause
she 1s & womau, or through justice because she 15 in the right?  Will
he not, instend, abuse her it he finds she cannot be wan over to hig
way of thinking? Where then will be the respect due her ?

If professtons ure opened te the educated woman equally with man,
the uneducuted also must share in his laborious occupations, as for
instance farming and trading, stone-cutting, brick-laying and hod-
carrying, car and hack-driving, steam and rail running, ete., ete., ete,
And in all these luborious occupations, often during the intense cold
of winter or till the Inte hours of the night shall she ba deprived of
thoso things considered so consoling and even necessury to the ma.
jority of men—a friendly glass, a comfortable smoke or an oceasionnl
quid of tobacco ?

She has also an equal right to speculate to muke something for
the children whotw .t 1s her equal right to support, and leaving Wall
and Broad streets to her loity minded sisters this propensity may de-
vetop into betting, gambling and horse-racing.

Her clothing is se chumsy for oll this kind of work, particularly in
stormy weather; her bonuet is so unudapted to keeping off the sum-
mer rain and winter storms and her skirts so well adapted to the
gathering up the loose dust znd mud that common sense suggests to
her that hat and pants, not bonnet aud dress, were ivtended for this
so1t of laborious empluyment.  Customshave changed and why should
no. fushions change to snit them ?  Alas for ler relinement !

Woman will never stop half way and who will dure to stop lier?
Certainly not wan; the first one failed to do so when greater things
were at stuke and his successors will surely not be more suceessful
now. e who once oponed Pundora’s box found out to his cost his
utter powerlessuess to re-enclase the evils he had se easily set freo;
too late he made the discovery that it had been bettor for himself and
the world if he had considered the consequences before he raised the
fid.

Now agree with me if you please that it would be better to leave
woman alone ; the mighcy power within her which enables her to bear
up under that which man gencrally cannot—the contempt which fails
upon religion—this power, I suy if turned upon the things of time,
may cause you men to cus the share you had in its emancipation and
a modern Diogenes may search in vain thronghout the world to find
a spark of religion.

1 would adwvise men who so strongly advocate the rights of women,
if it is done through respect and to benefit her, to turn instead their
effort upon the securing to her of those rights which she already
possesses and to remember that the law does not always carry its
observance with it and shat iv will not run to the assistance of woman
nor will she always seck its aid 5 1f so, lawyers may  multiply on the
face of the earth,” because mun has on his side physical strength
and something more besides, A sensiblo woman carries within her
her own Jaw and she knows how to make use of it without any foreign
intervention ; she likewisv knows liow to manage her husband quite
to her own satisfaction as well as for the welfare of the community,
but she does this in a quiet way. allowing him to hold the reins, of
which he is so tenacions, while she points out the road he is to tuke.

Undoubtedly woman's mind is naturally equal to that of the ma-
jority of men's; even without uny advantages it is often far superior,
and if equally cultivated to what a degree might it not attain ; butas
man cannot be deprived of the rights he so greatly glories in, would
it not be well, in the case of suffrages, instead of incrensing the voters
to limit them if possible. .

All things are meted out with justice, and women, endowed in a
greater degree with the heroic virtue of patience can the beiter affor }
to allow to man the enjoyment of his brief carcer upen this carth
confident in the assuranco that the eternal years are hers.

Husband : * That fence wants painting badly. I think I'll do it
myself.” Wife: “ Yes, do it yourself, if you think it wants to bodone

badly.”
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