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"T'hé second exporiniéntal attaoc upn

the double baLlot» of tlhe iran ps ddl
steamer Oberon took place on Fridal laut
week, off thé @at end 0i Stokes DAy, near
Portmninutb, under the supervision of tii.
lVer oUflic Obtiaist Commnittdo, presided cirer
by Sir William F. Druonmond, Jervols. K.C.
M.G., C.1B.. Rayai Engineers. Tho Oberon
wus built ut Depttard, as far brick as 1841,
sud structural.y, thoeore, ah. muat bo a
woalr, ne woli au an aid vesol. For thesé
experinlénts a double botbot bu bcin glysu
lber. l'ho outor skin plates Dow Caver tii.
cellular spaces built upon the aid bottotn ot
the slip ta reliraient the. bottons of au Ires.
olnd being of 13-i6ths and ;Inch piates. The
battont or thé Oberoit, thus prepareci.s su
poued ta represont tii. bottont ai Lier Pl.
Jeaty's ship Hercules iu strangth. This baing
premised. the. recults ta b. obtuaed by Oir
ing submarine mines nt docresig horizon.
tai distances trout tii. Oberon'i boitom, will
furuisb ta the torpeédo cousmitce valuabie
data relative ta icéd distances fron which
outillai minert cm b. exp'oded with certain
cifect, up0f the double bottomes of fronclad
slips. At prosent thé. Oberoit Conimitte
appoar ta bc, confining their expérimenta
within those limite, but as they procééd thé
o*flsh" or oîtser forme ef avine tapéda may
poisibly lie ansployed. At the previaus
expérimental attack upon the Oberon (Ith
mst ) a charge ai 600 pouinls ofconspressed
Waitham Abbey gun cotton, in Oot. dis,
sitturated with fresh water, anit primed with
about on* paund ar dry cotton in a w.ter,
proof baS. was sunk ut a distance ar 100it.
borisoutally fret» the. Oberon, in a waàter.
tight iran casé, in 43 feut depth ai wrater, et
thé tise of explosion, about slack lide. 'l'ho
firlig wire tram thé priining charge ta thé
shoré nt Fort Monkton, a didance cf about
SPOyards. The. miné was expiaod,aud,as Sir
William Jervois hiait anticipated, without
damago ta the. Obern, or ta tii. condenser
on board. Thé ship, liad, ai course boén
liitnd op by thé expilosion of the mine, and
loase thiuga on board genorally situait up.
Tsa lambs on board susta naud no ijurr. In
examination of thé veaiu1 in dock thé dity
niter tué experinient proiéd that the double
bottot» under vfawr w»s alto cutiroiy unin-
jitrcd.

"lThé experiment lait weekc wu arrangid
ta b. a repétition ai the tirat experimént, iu
ail parîiculnrs, oxcept in the distance of the
miné (ram thé Oberon, which was 80 lent
horizon tally train the veseol instead ai 100t.
as bofore. Thora weré, iowevér, &%vr ather
aiterations iu thé conditions w'hicit muet bu
naîicéd]. Tue Oberon w.ia now moored a
littié furtiier oilf the edgé ai thé ehoal thtan
oa tic provioue trial, and thé mine muti ex
plodo. in a depth af %ater af about 52ft. in.
15cead of 48it., as ou the previouq occa
alan. Thé ather ultér.ation was that thé gun
Cotton vrasiiiiturated witis fresti watê' Ca Clhé
extOlit of' l per cent. aboeé the amouint, of
saturation on thé tiret triLd.

Thé président and meaibors ai theOberoîî
Committee, coinprising Colonel Sir F. NV. D.
Jervois. R E, Cziptaln Singer, R.N., Lieýut.
Colonel Stothérd, itELieutenant W . Il.
Unil, R.X, Mr. Abel, ciemist ta tha War
Departmneut. and Lieutenant J. Tawrnsond
13u.knoil, R E., seuretary, lei t &outhsea ansd
Partsmouth H-irbour about Ivra p.m. in thé
Royal Engineer stein launch and thé
Excellent's stean cuter for thé Oberon,
wvhich lay maared in ber aid position off
Fort Moncktou, u& the éaat end of Stokes
Bay. Vîhuratéansand.-guu veâcéls ioloýved
weith miembére ai thé Naval forpédo Cos
mttée, -naval and, .aiiitary. otBeera, ~u
Offic, ticket heidêra,. &o., and seau there

round thé Oberon, but et resaotful dis
tancés.

h i 1lgh water stadet, sean aller thréé p.m.,
acd beeu séietod it thé bouat tide for mak-

ing tii, ex périmornt, aud tairly punaluai tb
tii. tint hé mine was tlrod by the. Engin éér
oflicer ashore. An immense fountain-like
body of' water aud blaok mud rose It tireb
air ta a hélght estinvated variousiy frons 150
tet to W00it, wlîich Iu teiling &gaina fooded
the Oberen's dock. IL exàeed.d thrééiotd
the columu et watér and mud throwu up lu
thé faut experinsent ; but hère thor. was ab
greater fresh water saturalian cf the. 5001b.
gun Ctton férng thé chtrge ai tb. intia
,and thé latter bad aie, A greuter bsad of
water oar àl than thé piéviaus mine lied.
Thé Oberon stiti floatéd, hawever, wltbout
suy visible InJury ta thé exterlor of lier bull,
and an araminstion il visa round that no
iujury vuhatévér bail beau donc ta the aides
ar the vessel. ta thé coudenser, or ie tubes.I
Theé loa. things on board ason, thé previaus
o"'aion, wée geoéraiiy shakén out af théir
placés, ant the old aud rotén woodon
plunking ai tie decits lu one or Lwa places
ws started ; but tisa es the éxtent ai
damages discoverablé even in this direction.
It in, howver, Impossible ta aay vihéther
thé doublé bottom ai thé Oberon. represent
log the doublé bottont ai thé Hercules, hudý
suffleréd auy damuagé or ual by thé explosion
until ah. hum! beau examinéti In dock, for
which purposé sho vis nt once towyed awray
inte Portsmouth Harbor.

<i he Wr Office programmé ai Liée ex
perimnenta givés thé- aubjoinéti figures :_
aiWeigbt or Oberoit's bull belore the outer
skin and frame Tiare a'ided t/a reliraient
Hercules doublé bottont, 500 tans. Présent
weiglit 926 tons. Wéight ai condenser,
shingiug ablé te bull, &o, 30 tons. Forty-
four crus'her guages are fitted ta thé sar,
boird aidé aor thé chip, thé aidé attucoét.
Over esch sidé ai thé vessai liera are aise
suspenieti by 3'inciî ropes, l2t. long, 18'
pounder ratund sha, acii sbat baving a
crusher gauge, but %vith a piston ai smialler
vreih ttn thé otu gtuges. TUtu wéather.
a liglit %vtud auai &ao'ti watér, w4a Yeny
favorable. T1he next expérimnent will mous,
probabiy b. maîde morneéCtma during next
vieek."1

Tuas éxperiménta; on tie Oberon(#tn aocount
of which w. copy tramt Rroud .. rrow of
August thé 29th) la a deciaiv Vroo[ of the
i.dlacy ofatterapting ta tiMé thé torpsie as aun
effective viespon ai waniaré. A very trifiing
aniount ai titu spént iu calcuiating the ex
pausion af thé gaies (tihich in the roui ex
plosivo forcé lit guupowdér, gian cotton, gly-
cérine, dynumite, or uiîy ai thé ft*ulale)
viaulti show that thé realsancé offered by
viâîer being equtil an ail aides but cupable of
accutnmulating laterally us thé out ai tie
force esuployed wvould campel thé euéergy ai
thé charge ta b. orpéndedti pîvarda lu the.
lin. ai least resistancé aud Cihat excépt il
wus éxpioded direotiy under theé huit ci thé
véssél itceuld do ne positive damage, Uatl
thé oporators cati placé thé torpédoea lie
thut a yéulel muet pais over thora andi thén
that t11.7 saa b. ahi. ta expia'ié thora ozî
thé instant, Chair usa us veéapon ai affeuce
or defencé la more thun doubîfai. The.
IUnited zitate5.4rmy andI XNary Jouriialspeaki
or et above experimenata.

laThé second &éries of exporimnsets te test
thé elYctof dltta on thé recuite or the
explosion af eleetriei mines (or as son£e
oli thém, st-ationury torpedoas-prétiose,1
tie saume as Major Abiiot at thé Engiurs
lias been coustructing ut Wil!et'a poiut),ias
bien campletod in England. At the. flrst
triai thé Oberons wua pluceti with 100 f..t cf
ataer intervouing bastyren ber sud tb.

mine, which Trc ohar&éta with 5001b. ai Sun
cotton, equusi ta about a ton of Sunpovider),
aud the recuit Twas thit, thé vessel,. t0 fat
froin boing blown ta atome, was compars,
lively unharmed, andi If alto had bean aun
muînsy'o attempting tii. entrance te a bsar-
borshe could haie onleri It lu aphte cf tbe
OZploBIQDnof the tor edo. At the. secondi
eoxpériment a ai aNir terpedo aimllariy
éharged Ts use.d, but thé distance ta the
Oberon. ves redueed ta 80 teset suad thé 'e-
suite viere ta &Uilatent» thé sanse. £a th.
London Etiginer rema rkatiey difféered only
lin degqree ratIer titan ln thczracter frot tlis.
obtsiued a& the long distance. Tho vaee
t.as muci shikéu,.and everything Liat via.
net firm!y fixed vies vialeuîiy disiotlged tram
ils position. Sti tic Ober-o», if a hostile
vessai, could huve gens on la spite ai thé
disturbance. Tuere was tamé leakin$ but
il vis afterwards diicovéred, on examÎina'-
tion, thut It was du. to thé injom'y éffiioted
en tame ballast tanks front wvic thé water
pouréd out. At the next experimént tie
distance will bé réduaed ta 60 [cet. Whén'-
ever thé recuit af lis-anti it usay b. the
disabiénsent ai the voissl-the, expérimenta
show, vihat wé conteudeti lu Our atriclurea
an Mlajor .Abbot's minés, tiat their pjwe.- as-
offensive vieupons hau been gresîiy excgge.
rated. Sa mîuy élémtents beuldées distance
enter tb. probiens ai their action that iL la
net salé te rely on thons for thé deimuce of
importunt barberai. }Blectrical mines tired
by an observer ounehor,eveu with the aid of
guns nsounted iu fortifications, are by no
niean a sure daierice for barboas. Théy
wili not, prateot, a dé, p barber sgtiust a
firsîciase moedern ironclad i leét. '£ho ex-
porimeinta writh the Oberon indicuté Chat a
vessai miglât b. pravideti with aut'riggera
or aLlier appliance, thüt would, sweep away
thé mines witbin suicient distance ta eilow
thé imonod a ta pasa with iaféty. lie ter.
pedé qué:stion It wiii lie reiore,be, osso, i by
ne muaus solveti by thèse anchoreti mage'-
saies."

IlLuit; wmnér th. annouincément vas
made lu Englanti tiat ail thé saidiers ai the.
wvar of 18121 weré ta b. pensioued by tie
Impérial Gove-umout. lu accordauce vrilla
the iîuuouiscinsent, thé vétérans oi thse
Colonial Militia aria serveti with tho Impe'
fia troopa miade application for lié pension
tirougi the Dominion Governuteut, but
inforued, us vin stetetantoe titue tige, that
tise genaiou would b. givén only ta aoldiiers
ln thé regular army. Tisé Vovernméant cf
thé Dominion hava been caneideriug the
mastter, and have deternsinéd ta asti ]tarlia.
ment ter sucis Pu amours as avili gise a
arnslI penBioh V dé survivons ai tii. grand
aid votertits w, as psrs ai tic Provincia
forcés, lissed tV- .rontier of Britisha Auseliai,
end- n'iuînair...t their country'e iudee>énti
once. lhéy. ,eéul éarned 'thl.. la -thoit do-
cliniug years, andi wilil h avé x'eman.
féal hurt, liaI thé regubar aoldiqry ware

Monio<io<I wuite tiéy wae tfi 'ta auff'r
Mrn négicot,"

Tue forégoiug parugraLlb tram Lhe Ottawa
Times of 19,th Octobér, muet b. parKctulirly
gratitylus t. tlé. people Qt Ca.%eds. TLseîà
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