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A STRANGE HISTORY OF A STRANG
AMERICAN REPUBLIC.

‘There is not we beliove one grown up per-
son out of every twenty whe is thoroughly
read up in the history of the insguihicant
ropublics occupying an immense portion of
South and Central America. "There is Para-
guay, for oxample, a country nearly as lurge
a8 Lngland and Scotland put together, with
leas than one mullion and n half of & popu
lation s .l althongh it his been at war
with the Empiro ot Brazil and the Argen-
tina Confederation for tha lawst five yeurs,
and hs fought heroically against overwhelm-
myg odds, the chances are that very fow!
peoplo in this country have made thomselves
acquamted with its past Instory, its present
condition and 1ts internal economy. It may
bo worth winle, therefore, to lny Lefore our
reuders some information about Paraguny—
the strange<t repunlic on the Ansorican
Contment or perhaps in the wido world. |
Thae population consists of ahorgmal lnli-
ans and Buropeans, chiefly Spamards, along
with a varioty of rixed races of the most
heterogeneous description imaginavle. It
is a fir inlaud vogion, sitnated vetwoen the
rivers Paraguay and Parana, bounded on
the North and East by Brazi, aud on the
South and West by the Repuvlics of the
Argentino Confederation. It was ownel by
Spain when that monarchy was the most
magnificent in the world; and when the
successors of Chavles V. lost every foot of
ground on tho Continentof America, the
Province of Paraguty set up on ils own ac-
count as n free and independent nation,
with very little capital and less experience
of freedom to begm with -

Sometime ahout the beginning of the 17th
century the Jesuits found their way into
Paraguay. and proceeded to Christianize
and civilize the abriginal Indians  These
zealous missionaries met with numerous
dhifficulties, bug through the exercise of in-
dumitable energy, patience and perseverance
they sncceeded in reducing the natives to a
statoof absolute and unquegtioning submis
sion. The puor semi-savages were taught
te live in common, to work in common, to
I-ay in common, and to regard the superin-
tending futher as the ropresentativo of the
Deity. On the other hand they were fed
and clothed like cluldren, treated with gula
fotes and tournaments, and were promised
the joys of a never ending Paradise n 1e-
twrn for their labour and obedience. When
the Jesuites were finully expelled from the
vast regions on tho River Plate the social
and religious fabric which they had reared
in Paraguay collapsed hike an wmr bladder.
The natives were totally 1gnorant of the
mero ritdiments of government, and of the
rights or privileges of humn boemgs m so
ciety. 'l'hey had been slaves, contented
with their slavery, animated by sentitnents
of obedience and fanaticism, and utterly in
capable of managing their own affuirs.  In
theso circumstances they rheerfnlly placed
their destenies in the hands of men who
rulled them with a rod of iron without fear
of risings or revolutions.

When the Spanish power collapsed in the
River Plate about fifty years ago, the cele
brated Lr. Francis assumed the reins of gov
ernment in Paraguiy  In IR17 this “bold,
bad mn™ and terrible ruler, gct himselt
proclaimed Supreme -l Perpetunl Dietator
of the new Republic. and from thal time
until tho e of his death in 1840, ho ox
ercised a tyranny moro absolule and more
ruthless than anything of the kiud to be
found in_modern history.  Paraguay was
supposed to be & country in which liberty,
equality, and fraternity might Sourishabun.

dantly, but under the ron will of Francs
the unresisting pooplio were scarcely permit-
tod to breathe. Mon and women wera thrown
mto prison, put to the torture, or executed
for the most trifling offences, and even tho
humblest persons ceased to find safetyn
their obscurity.  Espionage became gen-
eral and mutual confidenco was destroyed.
Men moved m socinty as if they had boon in
nuesort—afraid to whisper a word to their
doarest frionds lest it might lead to their
destruction. The terrible Dictator lived in
a state of complete seclusion in the rocesses
of his palaca and nobody suve his confiden-
tial underlings could penetrate to bhis
presence. [fe assumed, in fact, tha airs of
di7inity, and came to be called £l Supremo
by hus terrorstricken subjects. Ha only
went out in the evening, and we are told
that his progress was marked by a solitude.
When he quitted his palace the bell of the
Cathodral sounused, and the inhabitants of
Asuncion instantly fled in terror to their
houses. If some unfortunate wight, by any
chunce, was encountered on the stroets by
tho corfege of the Dictator, the paor fellow
would drop upon his knees with his face to
the earth, never daring 1o look upon the
face of E¢ Supremo. and in that prostrate
position he would await his fate in an agony
of fear. The usual practice on these oc-
casions was for the escort to inflict several
blows upon the culprit with the flat of &
sabro heartily applied, bat in other cases
the offenders wore carried off’ and cast into
prison where n worse fate was too often in
stere for them.

Such was the home policy of Franois, and
his foreign policy was equally despotic, He
succeeded in cutting off Paraguay from the
rest of the world so far as commercial inter-
conrse was concerned. Horesolvod to make
his * kingdem ** independent of the foreign-
or, who was not permitted to set foot within
the boundaries of Paraguay. Even Bomp.
lang, the companion of Humboldt, was de-.
tasined a prisoner for several years for pre-
suming to cross the Parana without pormis-
sion from the inexorable Dictator. The
property and aven the lives of the inhabitants
could not be called their own, and overy-
tinug was done by fixed rules nccording 10
order. Under the pretext of embeliishing
tho capital abous 200 houses were pulled
down by order of El Supremo, without com-
pensating the owners or troubling himself
about the fate of the ejected families. The

'araguayans submitted to all this and every
other species of oppression without resist-
ance, until death removed the Dictator on
the 19th September, 1840. After a briefin-
terregnum, the sceptre was takenup bys
Inwyer named.Don Carlos Lopez, who provad
almQst as relentless and tyrannical as his
terrible predecessor. Without ropudiafing
sltogether the exclusive policy of Francis in
comumercial affuirs, the new Dictator permit-
ted some trading with other countries, but
he exhibited tho greaiest hatred to foroiga-
ers, many of whom he treated with barbarous
cruelty. o died in 1562, and vas succeed-
ed as ** President of tthe Ropublic” by his
eldest san Francisco Iopez—a man who has
dragged his country toruin, and mwade him-
self a fugitive through mad ambition. No
soonor did ho find himself installed io the
seat of power than hoe reaolved to make him-
sclf mastor of the ‘“threerivers’ und the
territories adjacent thereto——that is to say,
master of the Paraguay, the Parans, aud the
Uruguay. and of all eastern America 10 the
south of Brazil. This ambitious project led
to & war of five years’ ducation,-a history of
which has just been written by Mr. George
Thompson, a civil engineer, who was em-
ployed during the sangumnary struggle by

Lopoz ns chief engineor in the ficld, withthe
rank of Lioutenant-Colonel. MMr, Thompson
in the first place gives his renders « picture
of Paraguayan sociely provious to the out-
break of the war, which is vory stuiking in-
deed, when wo take into cansideration the
kind of government inflioled upon the
country for nearly halt a century. He tells
us that crime was almest unknown, and
when commutted it was immediately detect-
ed and punished. “Tho mass of the peo.
ple," ho says, “was &)erlm s the happiest in
oxistence. They had bardly todo any work
to obtain a livelthood. Each family had its
house or hut in its own ground. ‘They plant-
ed mn & few days enough maiza, mandioca,
and tobacco for their own consumpltion, and
thoe crop hardly wanted looking at till it was
roady to be gathered. Huving at every hut
a grove of oranges and also a fow cows, the
country people throughout the year were
under litile necessity of working. As to
most Paraguayans the iden of the sum of
buman happiness is to lic down all day on u
poncho in the shade and smoke and play
tho guitar, they may be considered to have
been very happy, as they had litile else to
do. No taxes were everlovied in Paraguny,
and all things were paid for out of the
ammassed waealth in the Trersury. The only
revenuo of Paraguay was from the yerba or
native tea, 2 monoply of the Government;
and Paraguay never had nor has any nation-
al debt.” .

This is surely the picture of Arcadia, but
it wanted a background to make the
colours even more striking, Previous to
the accession of Francisco Lopez, Paraguuvy
never had any experience of war; butits
turn came. In the course of 1864, Lapez
increased his army from 28,000 to 64,000
mon, and on the I4th Docember be com-
menced operations_by sendiug n body of
troops across the Paraguay to invade the
Brazilian province of Matto Grosso. The
fort of Coimbra, which guarded the river
entrance, was carried by assanly, and a few
days afterwards Carumba, the chiof city of
the provinco was occupied by the Paraguny
ans, while a Brazilim war steamer, laden
with o valuable cargo of stores aund war
material, was captured withoub resistance
On the 17th April, 1865, Lopez seized two
steamers belonging to the Argentine Con
federation, and war to the knife was thus
inaugurated m Rio de laPlnta. On the one
side stood Paraguay with its million anda
quarter population, and on thoe other side
were ranged the Allies, consisting of Brauil,
the Argentine Confederation, .and the Re.
public of Urugusy, having an aggregato
population of nino millions aud « half, or
nearly eight to one. In addition to the force
of numbers the Allics had a far suporior
fieet to that of Lopez, aud as a consequenca
they held command of the three great rivers
which ultimatoly form the Rio de Ia Plata,
On theother hand, Lopez was fully propared
for war while the Allies were not. Hede
termined, therefore, to assumo the offensive
at onco by invading the Argontino province
of Corrientes, and 1f possible to carry the
war into the Banda Oriental,

In April, 1865, about 37,000 menin two
divisions wers set in motion down the Pars-
na, and tho city of Corrientes was seized by
tho Paragusyans. The march was then con
tinuod. and by the 20th May Bellt Vista was
roached, nnd subsequently Goys, the ex
tromo southern lioit attsined by Lope:.
The danger of this advance was soon made
spparent, bowever, by & dashof ten Allied
steamers up the river to Corrientes, which
was retaken, aud the Paraguayans waere in
a msnner cut off from thoir baso of opers:

tions. Tho Allicd fleet took up = position



