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obly must months bo past {n theso devotion 1 oxercises, but the
hunter must observe a long season of continence and purity,

To them ovorything has a spirit. ‘Tho winde aro the work of
spicits. Splelta inbabit the trees and rocke, the mountains and aca.
Many of tho animals, such as tho wolf, tho ow], tho crow and raven,
aro descendants of Indians who were, lovg ago, transformed into
thoss animals by a mythologic personage, sud though clothed out.
wardly with the garments of skine, and feathers, retain still their
original naturer, and are accorded a reverence earned by their
ancestors by various bonelita to the race in tho mythologio past.
Thus the crow is protected as a {riend, not becauss ho is the
scavenger of the rancharie, but becauso in a timo of great distress
from drouth, in the dim past, a dropping from this bird's progenitor,
filled the parched lako and river beds with fresh water, whilat tho
ravon, which is also found in the vicinity in great nuinbers, is
dieliked an one whoso ancestor csused the land to be plunged into
darkness for » scason.

But among these tomi-deities the trolf stands pro-cminent. It
Is in houor of tho wolf that tho celebrated Klo-kwan a dance is
observed. ‘This featival lasts from »ix to ten days, aund windsup
with a potlatch, or qiving to the spectators, of money or blankets,
During the dance young chil iren are initiatod into the mysterics of
nature, aro taught tho sacred legends, and have impressed upon
thern by a ecries of vivid object lessons, that tho wolf is not a wolf,
but & human teing iu a wolf's skin, and other liko sacred mysterics:

Other, less paized, potlatches have for their object the distribu_
tion of wealth among the tribesmen, or the people of another tribs,
as tho caso may be, the development of harmony and good-will, the
repayment of debte, incurred for the most part by receiving gifts at
othor provious potlatches, commemorating the arnival of daryhters
to a marriageablo age.

At all such potlaiches the virtues of the ancient heroes are pro.
claimed in song and the greatness of the host 18 extolled. Dances
and spectacular oxlnbitions succced each other, while betimes tho
sifts are presented, with such expressions as ** Sce, I havo shaken
this out of my sleoves,” ete.

Rovelations aro made through the medium of dreams. Tho
expectant whale hunter continues his preparations unt1l in & dream
the spirit of a whalo comos to him—recognized by tho perfume—in
human form, and then ho is ready to procced to the chasc; songs
the ropetition ot which, like the Buddbist’s prayers, sccure the
desiro of tho heart-~be 1t safety tn timo of peril, health 10 time of
sickness, or such ordinary blesaings as fair winds, etc, are reccived
from some epirit in a dream; and the medical virtues of plants, or
minerals, aro revealed in tho same way.

"Through this medium the Indian doctor receives his imagivary
powers.

Rotiring to the foreat, or to the mountain top, wandering out
into the darkness of night, bathing 1o the sea, singing, praying, or
using charms, mskiog cfforts to throw humself into a catyleptic
stato and submitting himself to the abode of demone, he sceks the
aid of the apirita 1n his choacn vocation. Having suceceded in this
he immediately becomes great, and sccurss an aacendancy over, not
only his own tribe, but tribes far distant. In him hes the power of
life and death. Ho can throw into any object of his ) ate a stick or
stone, or 3 bundlo of foathers which, spirit hike, require no avenue
of cntrance or exat, and which are supposed to be the cause of any
unueual sickness, and which can only be extracted by a **doctor,”
whoso sorvices aro in such cascs immediately sought.

Some doctors are practised in the ars of extracting a little
worm {rom the body, invisible eave wheo in tho doctor’s band,
called mar yalthee, which is suppoeod to mako its appearanco npon
a person beoomiog ill, thereby much agravatiog the dicease, whils
others aro apparently able to suck, by tho moanthfal, blood and
olotted matter from a bruised pars of the body.

Others simply howl their revealed incautations over their
paticnte and by pressing their hands into tho abdomen of the sick
one, by shere foroe of will power persusde the patient into rast,

All olasses of ** 00 cusk-tuck-yoo™ (doctor) practice these in.
cantationn and uro their hands in an effort to extract the spirit
canetng thoe siokness, but oaly the firet or ** min-ook-ik " dnctor is
fearod as having power to kill.

Tho violence of tho method of tresting diecase, regatdleas of tho
fain and 10convenicnco caused the patient, olten resultsin Rreat
harm In fact many preciooe lives could doubtloas be saved,
eapeculiy of children, could thero ba a hospital established where
the poor unfortunates could be tuken away {rom the power of tho
abiquitons doctor and treated by hemane methods. Not only
would lives bo saved, but such an institotion ehould be a means of
tramning them in tho art of narmng, an accomplithment they very
much need, and weunld tend to break down their supcratitions
oonneciad with disessas and the power of the medicine man or
woman.
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Tho Indiane aleo livo in dread of p.ison sometimes adminis.
tered with their food, and sometimes aimply placed up-n tome
stolen artiole of clothing which thcreupon transfore the poieon to
the part of tho body it formorly ocovored, ovon t$hough its owner
nevor sees the missing garment again,

‘T'hoy also fear seeing a ¢ choh-hal,” or spirit, in whioh event
thoy wasto away and die.

Death is to them a fearfal thing. Thoey do not want to hear
the word mentioned, and tho namo of the rccontly doceased is
dropped from their vocabulary for a year or $wo, while for weeks
or mounths aftor the deccaso the death lament can be heard.

The moment one dice— yes, oven beforo death actually has
takoo place— tho aseembled friends and hired mournera become
teantic and muke & very bedlam with their crios and howls, The
face of tho dying ie covered with a blanket and as soon av the
breath leaves the body, the remaina are wrapped in blaukets, placed
in a box and hurriedly oarried out—not tbroogh the door, but
through a window or part of the wall torn dowa for the purpole—
and deposited, with the face to the rising sur, under a bush or in
atree,

The box in which the remaina are plcced has always a paré
broken ¢ ff it, the blankets in which they are awathed have a picce
ont off them, and all the personal belongings are carried out,
broken and buroed, the spirits of she varicas articles being thue
roleased and proceed with the epirit of the dead to tho other world,
where they are used, the spirit of the box for a canoe, and the
others for tke varions purposes to whioh their bodics were put in
this world.

In their views of the future there is little that is to be desired.
Spirits, while dreaded on account of thoir subtle powers, are really
thought to be only shadows and very woak--some twenty of them
stroggling together not being able to overturn a small nut. Their
food consists, 80 eay their wise mon, of spring ealmon and certain
nnmentionabls insects that find all too frequently a residence upon
their bodics ia this world.

The Iodian koows nothing of the Resurrection and his ideas ot
the futare are very vague. His myshology i debasing, his highest
ideals being epoiled, as were thoso of the Greeks, by aicribing to
them the passions of mor'ale. He says the S8on of the Highess
came to this earth, but there tho parallel cnde. He aays that two
of carth’s inhabitants went up to heaven withous having paseed
the portals of dcath—but with $he recital of this mauch the
parallalisma to the storivs of Elijah and Eooch ends. 1i3 acconnt
of the tlood is o localism, eo is also his view of ths ** disperaion.”

Hia religion is largely a secret, family affair, divulged only by
father to son, and not shared by other familica. Tho possession of
this secret syatem bringa blessing upon the family. Ia bis private
box he keeps charms and 1msges and in some of bis houses there
are oarved pillara whioh are subjects of veneratton, while apon the
persons of mombers of some tribos are tatooed symbolical repre-
sentations of their housebold deities, all of thoso poisessing a like
symbol becoming brothera and sistora—a sort of spiritaal relation-
ship which forbids their intermarriage.

Woman has been considered, until recently, a part of the
houschold chattele. Sho was, and is, boaght and sold as a beasy
of burden, and her only remedy ia to run away from ber hasband,
i she does not like him, and sell heraelf to anothez. Even yet poly-
gamy is praotioed and wives and husbande are divorced at will.
Bat an improvement is takiog placo in thoso things now, and the
time is not far dietant when snoch outrages will bs known
RO more.

The indians have no literature bLsyond tbeir orndo pictoral
representasions of anciens myths; their language is upwrilten,
bat shews evidences «f a goodly origin. Tbis lack of a literature
seriously hampers missionary work, and a e¢ystem of education
must necessarily accorapany the preachiog of she Gospel.

Bosidea this tho vices of tho whitee, drinkingand gambling, have
been imported among them, and diseacos, somo of which are aleo
caused by consact with immoral whitee, are carryiog them off.
What is 22 be dono for thom must bo done soon. Satan has many
agencies at work. The Lord has apparently bat few. But oven
with theso fow wo aro thank{al to know thsat progress is boing
made. Quar schools are giving an education and usdermiving the
saperstitions of the past. Tho langusgoe is being reduced to writ-
ing, hymns and portions of Scripture are bei:g translated ioto the
vernacular, tho Gosgpel is becoming undoratood and, whilst some
oppose, someo beliavo and are converted, and aro living opistles,
witoeseing for Jesus. Oar medicsl work, poor and crippled as it
is, is & very effectivo agenoy in breaking down tho powsr of the
ladian doctor, and wo behievo tho time is coming whben all of thess
peeplo wall bs good citizens of our country and many of them wil
give thair allegance to the King of kings and become true servants
of tho Lord Jcsus,




