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There is an air ai comiort about Central Presby-

terian Church wbicb is very inviting ta the casual
visitar. The interior decorations, wvhile thoroughly
modern ina cbaracter producc a refined and harmoniaus
cffect which is very restful and refreshing. The organ
is a magnificent instrument ivhich lias recently been
enlarged and re-built in order ta add ta its effectiveness
in leading the cangregatianal praise. The cboir pew is
is a model example af the arrangement which I bave
recornmended in previaus articles. In some ai tbe
churches already mentioned the clevation of the pulpit
platfarm has been insuficient ta alloiw of the choir
platform being raised sufficiently high for practical
purposes, but in Central Church the renavatian oi bath
has been effccted simultaneou,ly. The seats are ar-
ranged in three raws, the third ra'. being slightly ele-
vated above tbe others. This is tbe only raov which is
divided by the organ console as tbe connecting appa-
ratus is kept %vell under the pulpit platlorm, the projec
tian being confined ta the smallest possible limit. The
choir numnbers over thirty members. The constitution
ai the choir is such as bas been found most desirable
wvhere well balanced part singing !s required. The
soprano and bass sections are the stranger, the former
ta lond, and the latter ta pravide an adequate foundation
for the congregational singing. The contralto and tenor
sections are very effective and blend well with the outer
parts. 1 have beard one ai tbe foremost choir-trainers
af Englitnd compare a well balanced choir ta a gaod
sandwicu wbicb should bave lots ai bread and butter
on top arnd bottom ta give it body, and inside, just
sufficient meat an4d condiments ta give it richiness and
flavor. The chair oi Central Church fully cnimplies
with this description. The opening voluntary was
Smart's Andante in A wvhich wvas exceptîonally well
played. Here, as in the majority ai the churches
already jescribed the first place is accorded ta a
selectian fromn the Psalms or Paraphrases. Par. 46
was first announced, and immediat.dy the tune "lTiver-
ton' II as played over. The verses wvere then read,
and part ai tbe first verse re-read beClire the choir and
congregation commenced ta sing. This arrangement
is apen tu several objectians. When tbe Psalmar
Hymn is first announced the organist, may flot bave
bad sufficTient time ta look up the tune, and an
awvkward pause is nevitable .- wbile the tune is being
played over the attentian ai thc wvorsbippers as mainly
given ta a searcb for the number announced, and flot
ta the tune wvhich is being played especially for their
benefit ; by the time the verses bave been read, the
concept ai the tanality af the Lune maty have become so
indistinct that a prompt and spontaneaus commence-
ment is rendered impossible. WXhen the verses are
read before the tune is p'layed aver none of thme above
d1fficulties can possibly occur. In connection with the
psalms ar paraphrases, 1 àbould like ta sec a general
ravivai ai the good oie] Scottish custom af announcing
the nane and number ai the tune ta bc sung, as ib now
donc at St. James Square. Tune books are freely used
by the wvorshippers aI Central Church, and part-singing
as f.urly gencral thraugbaut the cangregation, btill ail
cannot bo expectcd ta rocognize tbe naine ai the tune
by car. The annoancemcnt of the tune %vouid enabie
ail wha use music books ta firèd it wi'tbout trouble.

The congregatian cntered heartily into the singing,
which wvas markcd by clean cuL rhythm and accentua-
tion with carclul attention ta expression and phrasing.
Tbe evening leb:,an was read iram Philippians 3rd chap.
after wbich H3 mn 77 %vas gà ven out This Seems ta
bc la general Fa.oritc as 1 bave heard iL sung In crc of
the sevcn churches % &.ited during the past scvcn weeks.
In Kng',s excellent wark, an IlAnglican Hýmnoiagy
iL is acGcorded a place amang bymns ai the fist rank
wvaub the oiallwing notes on the life af iLs composer
which cannai fail ta intecst ail., "John Newton, the

wvell-l<nown hymn writer wvas born in London in 1725,
He lost bis, plous mother wvhen only seven years old,
being axuch bift ta himself, ta miiàgJe with idle and
wicked boys. For many years hc led a wvild profligate
life : entercd the navy, deserted, and %vas publicly
whipped; then becamie a slave.tradcr, and wvas for a
wvhile captain oi a .slave-ship. At the age of twenty-
four, wvhile an a voyage, hie picked up a capy oi Thiomas
A. Kempis' Imzitatian of Christ, and aiter perusing the
valume the thaught struck hirn, ' What if these things
should be truc?' This led hi.- ta solemn thought and
fortbwvitb he experienced a religious change. In 1764,
ait the age of thirty-nine he wvas ordained, and presented
by the Earl of Dartmouth ta the curacy of Olney &hére
he ministered %vith much earnestness faor sixteen yeais.
Newton wvas a man-of great ze'al, and vigorously pro-
pagated Calvinistic doctrines. Once a wveek hie held a
religiaus meeting at a vacant house iii Olney, known
as the ' Great Hause,' belonging ta the Earl af Dart-
mouth. He persuaded Cowvper the poet ta take a
leading part in these meetings. Bathw~rotelhyrnns far
these weekly assemblies. In campasing hymns for
public warship, Newton telis us that bis great abject
was ta make them clear simple, and so that they
might be rtadily understood by poor and unlearnied,
as well as by the rich and cultivateli. ' Perspicuity,
simplicity, and easp- shou!d be chiefly attended ta, and
the imagery and coloring of poetry, if admnitted at ail,
should be indulged very sparingiy, and 'with greàt
judgment.' Newvton subsequently becamne the well
knaovn Rectar af St. Mary's Waolnoth, Londor, anâ1
died inii 8a7 at the advanced age of eigbty-two years."

An anthem is usually Sung by the chair aiter the
affcrtoiy at Central Church, but at the evening service
which is af a specially evangelistic character a selection
of Il Hymns ai Consecratian and Faith," compiled for
the Keswick conferences, is substituted. On the occa.
sion of my visit an excellent hymn by Dr. Haratiaus
Banar, commencing IlO Light of lufe shine in " was
Sung. It is no easy matter ta rnake a simple hymn ai
six stanzas sa tharoughly effective or free -from mono-
tony, as ta supply the place of an anthem in which
each verse is set ta, music especially its awn. This
difllculty wvas overcame very satisfactorily by one~ verse
being sung by soprano and contralto vaices in unisian,
and another by the tenor and basse!:. The contrasts
wvere ver> judiciausly made, and combined with the
pure blending of vaices, and attention ta details of light
and shade, produced a decidedlv impressive effect.

Dr. McTavish is known thraughout the Presby-
terian Churcb in Canada as ane of the most earnest
and consistent preachers of the Gospel ar Christ. His
sermon which dealt with "Aspects of tle Life ai St
Paul,"~ was intensely practical.

Theçrmaining hymns were Nos. 153 ta IlMainzer"
and i69 ta «"Itazart." In these as in thase, which
preceded, the cangreational singing was excellent.
The choir shows evidences af careful training, with the
specifi. purpose af leading the congregatio -nal praise as
effiicntly as possible. Miss Dallas wvbo bas sale charge
of the organ and choir directs her farces with much
SI and judgment. In ber preliminaiîy playing I néiti-
ced that the tempo was invariably the same as that
employed during the congregational singing. While
fairly active, there wvas an entire absence ai ail appear-
ance of hurry, and the crisp, clea'n-cut accentuation of
the choir made heaviness or dragging'in the singing
impassible. The congregatian respand readily ta the
various changes af force, and tempo required for the
expression of the verbal sentimant. The resuit is
inspiriting and uplifting in its effect an tlie wvarsippers
wvho arc irrcsistably imnpelled ta share in the sang of
praise. Thie service ai pr3ise seems ta receive much
careful cansideratioù from the session af Central cburch,
wvho keep in touch with the organist and zhair, through
their rs.lma> commattee Dr.. Wishart as chairman
ai this committee rendors valuable assistance in MIl
matters pertaining ta the welf'are of the choir and their
wvork in leading the service oi pra1se.-TEiirri
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