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is blessing. Dr. Preston rernarks: "If wesay ITHE RETIRrING CHIIJRMAN'S (REV.
to a man, the physician is ready to heal you; ALEX. MeG-(rREGOR) ADI)REý'S
before you will be healed, you niust have a T>~ YqeaînlUoi fNr oi
sense of your siekness. this sense is flot re- <,i< Nd Bit' ,sn'i', .hidy 8, 188?.
quired by the physician (for the physician is
ready to heal him> ; but if hie be not sick, and 1HONOUItED Biz.-riiRuEN,-l bave thought it
b'ave a sense of it, hie wvil1 not corne to the xvwell to invite your attention on this occasion
physician." So you will not corne to Chr'ist to a Aïew of the characteristies of the times,
tili you are tomn iith sorrow; but Christ was and to the duties of the Churcbi of Christ con-
ready to heal you before ail that. The " re-1 sequent upon thern. Accordingly, I propose
pentance " to wvlich mnen are urged in the t o offer a few rernarks on-
Gospels is rnot sorrow, but a "change of immd. iÀWSUNETADGOF ETMS18N
Luther, speaking of the voice that came from AVEUDESNI1(0FTErISisN
heaven, " This is nîy beloved Son, in whom I1 SETA FA1CITR I TECHIOF
arn well pleased," says: " We must not think PtOES
and persuade ourselves that this v'oice came By the Chiurch is inieant, not a fractional part
front hieaven for Christ's sake, but for our or parts, but the universal Catholic Church of
sakes, and as Christ Hiruseif says, Tbis voice Christ, owning, lis lleadship and aiming to
,camne not because of Me, but for your sakes. show foi-th Ris pi-aise. Lt is too late in the
The truth is, Christ had no need that it should day for any sect or sehool to arrogate to itself
be said unto Him, 'Tbis is My beioved Son.' a nionopoly of truth, which is not confined to
..le knew that frorn ail eternity, and that H1e 1temples ruade with bhauds. The student of
should stili so rernain, though tliese 'vords lhad listory lias rcad to littie profit if hie bias not
not been spoken firom heaven; therefore by discovered that progress is a fundamental law
these words, God the Father, in Christ Hiîs in the kingdoni Christ carne to establislh on the
Son, cheers the hiearts of poor sinners, and earth. Ail through the past it hias been,
greatiy delights them with singular comifort " First the biade, then the ear, thoin the fuill
and heaveniy s'veetness, assuring them that comn in the ealr." The early record tells hiow
whosoever ismarr,*-ed unto Christ,and so in Liîn God looked upon the earth,' and behold, it was
by faith, lie is as a ýceptab1e to God the Father corrupt. Lt was the tirne of universal apos-
as Christ llirseli; according to that of the tacy £rom God, w'hen the wickedness of' maxi
apostie, H1e bath ruade us acceptable ini the was great, and the purposes and desires of his
beioved. Wherefore, if you would be ac-eept- heart w'ere oniy evil continually. In proeess
able Vo Cod, and be made Ris dear child, thien of time, bowever, the patriarchal dispensation
by faith cleave unto His beloved Son, Christ, supervened, carrying, w-ith it unrnistakable
and hang about Ris neck, yea, and creep) into evidences of progression. Tbis in its turn
lus bosom; and so shall the love and favour uaeway to the.-Mosaic, and the Mosaie in due
of God be as deeply insinuated into you as it tirne to the Christian. Eacbi of these gathered
is into Christ Himself ; and so shall God the up the good in the irnmediately preceding dis-
Father, together with Ris beloved Son, w'holly pensation, and elairned to be in advance of its
possess you, and be possessed of you; and so predecessor. The patriarchal dispensation has
God, and Christ, and you, shahl becorne one 1 ittle, if any, of the national in it; for Abra-
entire thing, according to Christ's prayer, h arn, Isaac and Jaeob simply conteniplate
'that they rnay be one in us, as Thou and 1. their own famiily iinterests as they establish
are one."' And the "'Marrow of 1vodemn the worship of God under their roof-t.rees.
Divinity " says: "Assure yourself, inan, that The Mosaic is broader; its symnbolismi is intel-
JTesus Christ requires no portion with lis ligentIy hield by an entire people;- and so the
spouse; no, verily, 11e requires ends Cihrais heirloom becomies the nation's. Jesus
her but mere poverty-the rich 11l-, ensCrt carne in the fulness of tume, not to de-
away ernpty, but the poor are by Humn en- stroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil,
richied." It is ail of free grace. Christ died and so ushered in the reign of a dispensation
for unbelieving sinners, and because hie loved still more comprehensive than the patriarchial
them. And Vhey, at last believingr His love, andl Mosaic, enibraeingy ail the nations of the
love Hini in return. earth, with Ris own Cross at the centre, and
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