
CHRIST AND) MOD)ERN TIIOUJOIT.

*cd by the assauits of ti, a cnemiy, so this doctrine took its shape, not fronm Scrip-
turc statoîncats, but froîin the exigencies of controversy. It was throwvn up1 to
meut the assaults ulpon the truc divinity of Christ ; and althotngh cumnbrouis and
involved, it saved Christianity. For the truthl of the propor divinity of Christ is
thic marrow of the sacrcd Soriptures. it is the only point at which natural antiI
revcalcd religion can bo r.coîîciled.

IBut if by another and botter stateient the divinity of Christ cani ho oxhihitcd
Ini equal, cmincnce and witlî greater siînplicity, and if sucli exhibition sh1all bc
founld in more obv~ions accord withl the language of the New Testament, and with
what we now know of mental philosophy, it w~i1l ho wise, in constructing a life of
Christ, to Icave the aniti(luatecl theory of the niedimeval chutrch, and rcturn to the
simple and more 1)hiloso1 >hical views of the sacred Scrip)tures." *

WVe shal hlave occasion presently to notice, that Il other and better statemcent,"
*which Mr. Beecher prpoe tu> substitute for what lie calîs Il the antiquated theory
of thi mediat,vail chutrchi." Meanu h'.ileý, a demurrer or two inay claiii to ho put iii
against certain .5tatcn.ents contained iii the quotation just gîven. 'l'le first relates
tu the affirmation, thiat the doctrine objected to took shape not fronii Soripture
teaching, but froxîî the exîgencies of controvcrsy. Do the facts uiphold this position 1
Inot tîis the sinmple lîistory of the doctrine, that the carly theologians, like those
ofmodern tiimnes. found two classes of texts in the Bible, descriptive of Chriist, the

one class describing a truce axai proper iaxi, the other describing tlîe truc and
liv-ing God; so tîtat the exigeiiciea, miot of controvcrsy, buit of Scripture interpro-

mnîsouîîd and mixscriptural Il savcd Christianity," iii the days of exigeant contro-
versy. H-ow cantlîîs ho ? Is errer the chanmpion and saviour of truth ? "lDo
nmen gather grap~ of thorns, or figs of thisties 1" And yet once more, is it on-
tircly fair to style tlîis doctrine, Il the antiquated thîeory of the înediae-'al churcli,"
wienit formied a înost conspictious article iii the -Nicene, crecd, and bias beenl un-
swerviîîîgly hield 1-'y the Christiani Chutrch ever silice ? Medi<cval thiîigs are Soule-

uhtlazy, dubious, and even suspicions ; and iediieval tinies began long after
the date of whichi thîxi doctrine wvas formially adopted. Mr. Beechier hlinisof says,
(p 47> of thxîs viewv, it - inay ho caled the doctrine of thie Chutrcli, at least silice the
fourtx cenitury."

Thli eco<<, and purely humannitariaxi view of the î>erson of Christ is not witlî-
tout itis îîî''duerù advocates. licîxan, mlie of the nîiost distinguishied aniong theni,
lias bmenx already niaied, andi luis rexnarkable volumîe, brieffy chiaracterizcd. II Vie
de Jesus", is Ili, commuînn, cvery-day book. It is " an attexolt to conjure up, by
illeMnS of great leariimig anti greater imaginatioxn, a îniglity liaxtoni in place of
thîe 'Sun f "God." Nor is the attempt artful and dislioîest. It is miade in a sin-
cure anti carnest spirit, and niiglt ho înottocd, Il 1 believed, therefore lhave 1

~îue. Renani îcitlîer excites nior gratifies sceptîcal levit.y. Hoe draws, witli
aIl thxe cîitliusiasni <'f ani artist, a striking îicture. the cffcct cf whieli is to caîl %ip
'élic Stilli more strik-ixig. AS yolu gaze, thle coxnviction becoînes inwrought, D'le
u lic %vas ahi tlîis, iiiiist hiave been far miort:." The î.ictîîre lias indeed great
blciîîialles, andi is disfiguired bY un1e si'gnal blot. The 1)leinishes are th<se p)assages
iNlIiclî attribtîte to Christ partial degcîieracy cf chlaracter as H is hîistoî-y advaxîces,
î iîit -'f ahs'u!ute siiiccrity, resort t'' inîxocent artifices, doi 1 ihcity. faiîaticisiî, and

whaî tReiianîstyles "a firghtfiil access cf ntuis."ThIe great blot on the work,
elui cil i lîterary puixît cf view, is thec attemîpt to show thiat tîxe miiracle of Laza-
rus'3 resîxîrllecti>îi %uîS a piolus fraud, anîd as sticli, immnder the circuixistances, excus-
able aîid evexi justifiabhle. Thîis Life cf Christ is avowedly c''nstructed on ticeumi-

o'f Christ a sceptic lias ever given to the ivorhd, Rein's portraiture is %vliohhy takien

Ilc l ýi 1f,. o~f Chriht, m)1. 47, 48.


