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AN UNJUST LAW.

It 15 comforting to know that there 15 m Canada at
least one daily paper, wlich, while beang Liberal m
politics is not afraid to condemn the Doninmon Govern-
ment as strungly as any opponent does when that Gov-
ernmient goes wrong.  That paper 1s the Montreal Wiat-
ness, and all who hope for decency i pohtics will wish
the Witness an ever-increasing growth in power in a
country that is being cursed by partisanship. This 1s
what our contemporany has to say of sume of the acts
of Dominion Ministers. “The Honourable the Minster
of Marine has added himself to the number of Canadian
politicians  who trample un statesmanship [referring to

the handing over of the administration of the St. Law

rence channel to a ring of pilots].  The Postmaster-
General did st when he showed unjust favoniism towards
the country papers, practically cxempting them from the
postage which he imposed on the press generally, that
1s, on all dailies and weeklies published in uties.  The
reason he did this unfair thing was because every coun-
try weekly has a member of Parliament attached to it,
and he did not dare to carry out his scheme i ther
case. It was a mere politician’s reason, and condemns
hum as a statesman  The Mmnister of Militta showed his
colors when he snubbed the wonen who were demand

mg that he should carry out the regulaton forbidding
the sale of liquor un camp grounds. He knew that liguor
had been vpenly sold at one of the camps.  If he did
not, he certamly had no nght not to know, for 1t was
openly done.”

Agam, touching on the P M.-General's imqguitous
newspaper lav, the Winess says. “Durmmg the first
three months of last yecar newspaper postage at a quarter
of a cent a pound yielded the country ten thousand dol-
lars. During the first two months of this year, at half
a cent a pound, 1t yielded seventeen thousand dollars.
This tax 1s a great wrong  Not that it s wrong to col-
lect postage on newspapers transimtted  through the
mails.  Quate the reverse, we never could see why news
papers should be carried at public expense Where the
mquity and cruelty come m 1s i the wilful partiahty
with which this charge 1s exacted.  While metropohitan
newspapers are made to pay i, lucal ones are exempted,
not because they have any special claim, Hut because
each of them is the property of or the henchman of a
scparate member of Parhament  These  exemptions
would be bad enough if they only nicant boss of revenue
to the Government  If it is night to make newspapers
pay their own way, 1t is wrong aot to mahke them all do
it.  But a law which gives privileges in a partial way
wrongs those who are excluded from them ™

Before Mr, Muludh framed hus act, this Journal,
with a few others, advocated a postage rate on news-
papers, but we never dreamed that be could be so unfair
as to mahke vue class of publishers pay the whole tax
and let another class escape altugether, For a man who
started his public carcer with such gixnd promise and



