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THE ALGOM A CENTRAL RA JLWAY G RANT.
The seasion of tho Provincial Tt-gielaturo whiclt closed on

April 3Oti,, wili bc ronenibered as a notcworthy uccasien
in relation to the iriduetriai development of Ontario by roa4on
of the subst.antiai progress mnade in carrying out tho proises
with wii Hon. G. WV. Ross took ollice. It ie greatly tu ti
credit of hie admtinistration tîtat on the first opportunit-y
whiciî presented it.self, titey set to work energetirall> tu
redein thieir pledges by encuuraging th3 opening up of Now
Ontario, and the exploitation of our natural vealtha, in4iisting
in ev'ery case on onforcing the principlo for whiicit TJur CANA-
DIAN MýANuFACTunrR lins fur nmany yars becît contending, of
the manufacture of tho raw inatorial vititin te country. The1
oniy regret-able feature of te case 1$ tit te representatives
of the Conservative pztrty in the Legisitturo slîould htave
allowed a spirit of factions opposition to prevail, and siîould
have bolied te professions and thc record of tieir party iti
making a futile endeavor Lu obstruct tl'e good work.

Tfic greatoat and inoest imtportant step in advance acitieved
by the governtient was the particularly advaintitgeoîti agrce
nment mtade wit the Algerni Centrai Raiilvay Co., and
te aller interests controlled by Mr. Clergue, of Sault Ste.
Marie, by which, iii return for a grant of soute 1,500,000 acres
of ]and, at present unsettled and ilnacce.ssab)le, tho Coîttlpztty
undertako te build a lino of railway about 200 miles i;.
lengtli connecting tho Sault with te C. P. R. and] Michi.
piceton ; Lo iargely increase thoir inanufacturiîîg enterprises
at the Sault and elsowliere, and iii addition te locateo it
Lhousand maie setLiers on the ]and every year for a terni of
ton ycars. The conipany bittd teinseives to develop water
power at Sault Ste. Marie te te extent of nt least 40,000
lierse power in addition tu titat already in oiperation. The
canal for tho purpose fit tu bo bc, un 'vithin sixty days front
tho passing of the Act, and tu bc completeci within threo
years. Smeiting or reduction works are L4u hecomnienced within
qixty daya and cotuplAted within two yearq, haviîtg a caparity
for hiaudling 300 tons of oro daily, and within tilt, saine Lune
chewicai worksare toi bp begun and finislîed requiring 5,OOOhorse
powver for their operation. An -.dditional pu1p nîill is aiso tu bo

coîpîîdwir luintl<'eic î.r liav tîg a capeleity fier liandliîtg flfty
ttt'îu.s 1)f pulP <ii Se, flir - tilt coiîîditie,,n< re.4pect itg tlie
e'»t..(rUet'ql et ftl" 9.:îilwày 11,181 tilO e-4talili<llllu,'ttt. (if tiieNo
various 'taî'trpit" art*enetîd it ii pro.ided <mat, alîy
failure tu coiply iwitl tiltIl ille's@ a ft'rfuituro cf thn lantd
grant whttîr rite patenteï have be.n, isued or not.

Tighe ]and i4 tu lit' granteti inialternaîto llcks4 containing as
lielirly as ttmav lu'1801 qr. ai horgteo tiiose 'vite nay
havo itirt<.a<lv .t.ttledl upon or purctîuoed land-% beimtg respcted,
anti ani squai acireage given to tiîî cornpany elsowliere. Tite
grant itteludea tîtilierl1 andI piste tumber, lîut ail nickel and
copper iîlt bo subj.ct tu te( conditions of tîte genieral iaw
as te tige treatitg, and refiîtitg cf tîte oro in Canada, and tho
pinte tiniber is to be paid for at tînt saniiie rate ag tîtat on tint
reservî<l deitçirîg blocki; feteiieB a'. auctitin in ndditian te the
regular Crownu ds.on tige re<1ueit cf the (,ontîniissiotter (if
Crowîî Lantds te railway c(inipantt settt build a station iii
the ce(-itt <f ecd bîlock tif lanid, intudiîîg te reservcd

ancks ud sut'vi.y a town plot in te nieiglîboritood of ench
station in tue cotipsiy'ti ilockm. They are alsc bound as
.soen a4 te Gowirnîtît.îît stail dcicaro iL tu lie ttecessary, te,
Iîuild.soisool.iuuscs aîtd publie halls suilicietît for tito roquire.
ît'entq of a populationt of 500. Imntigration offices iii Toronto
aîîd Gireat Britain art, tu bo establigied< by the conmpany,
exigutare tu mtaintain a lino cf flot lotis tItan four steel 8teant-
.41ips betweott Michipicoton atîd Sault Ste. Marie, eaci vessel
te bc cf a tcntagîî cf nuL lesit titan 2,000 Loite. The rates
for passexiger and freiglit trafic on tlie railway are te ho
siUbject to approval by tItê- (iovornor.in.Council.

Front Lte abuve suiiîlhîary cf titt conditioîts iîuposed in tîte
Act iL will ie .seeît that tito public ittterest lias beon teor-
0Ughly sitfcguardted iii every particular. Tho agrcomont
coutîpares tmont favoraiîly witiî îuy coattract, liit)torto made by
witici public land bans been grantod tu raiiroad corporatiotns
ais % ineans cf opoîîing up îîew districts and protutoting seutle-
tment. Inqea(1 of providitîg tneréiy for teo building of te
rmade iL ensutres te e.tablisltttettt cf extenteive and important
i,îduitrioq by witich etnployriert. and a mnarket for te sale of
<licirproduce wvill lio afi'orded tu iîîcoining settlers, aîtd gives
te coipanies al powverful incoîttive te pust te work of

cclortizatioîî iii order te obtajît tite labor they xviii pcrînanontly
require te kee.p tîtese enterprises it operatioti. But te best
g«uarîuttee wiuicî te public can hîave titat te :itipulatione
will lie faitiîfîlly carried eut is te wvcîdcrful record witici
MNr. Clergue aîtd hus associates have alrcady mnade in tint
developiinttif Satilt. Ste. Marie as a mîartufacturing centre.
Whlat tiîey htave acconipiislted in te course cf a few 3,-ars
put us; at earîtest cf te great dovelopnients wviici have beeni
miade possiblo liv tite wiee anti judicious libeiality of Lte
G;overiiîttent.. IL is oiii> becau4e Mr. Clergue hias already
large intcrests nt te Sault and litas oîtîbarked se heavily iii
varied induqtriai enLerprises whiciî require increasing supplies
of rawv tiateriai, that ht6 cati afford te undortako the construc.
tion of te Algoia road on such conditions. Only tite blindness
cf partizan prejudice, and te ittistaken idea thaL by opposing
overytlting tue Governnîcnt undertakes titey can somihow
gain political capital, could have induced a party witich
ferinrly mtade te development cf homte 'Lrîduitry te ic-ading
plank in teir platforîti to ofi'er tue violent aîtd unreasonablo
objections tu tii argeetîtent mtade by Mr. Whiîtney and lus
foliowers.


