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A GREAT COMMERCIAL UNION.

n“;E find ir? the Canadian Exhibitor (published in London,
of i and, during the Exhibition recently closed), & brief report
o gpeech made on a certain occasion by Mr. J. B. Perry,. of
most,nt;-, w.h‘) championed Canada’s cause and Canada’s policy
the ; e.Ct‘“'.ely' It appears that in the conference room of
te hxhlbltlon a paper on ‘¢ Colonial Tariffs” was read by Mr,
tiofo';“ BOU‘me,‘ who argued that, if we were tohave a Federa-
a"l‘ivedthe Empire, some general principle as to tariffs mus't be
any f"tf and, further, that Free Trade must be the basis of
OmesatISf&ctory settlement. Instead of trying to stimulate
ste&dilmanllfactures by means of Protection, colonists should
other y develop the resources of their respective countries. 1In
suppl words, they should leave manufacturing severely alone,
of tl.Z th'emselves from the mother country with all products
bring; mill and the factory, and give themselves wholly to the
fg"‘g out to the market of the raw products of the farm,
 forest, the sea, and the mine.
of ;;‘:Sepviews did not chime in with the patriotic aspirations
or o erry, who replied in vigorous Canada First " style.
" one thing, he thought that the mother country, if it were
foreli‘ed to bind thq.a colonies closer to her, should put a dut).' on
well ghn. Wheﬂ:t, while adwitting colonial wheat free (he might
Ast ave said the same thing respecting other produce t00).
o the surplus population of * the old sod " finding room
that’ve m _‘md a good living in Canada, they could have all
provided only that the emigrants settled on the land, and
Oﬂ.er:ie farmers, with a view to which every man of them was
a free gift of 160 acres. The speaker came out mnost
““ent]y in his peroration, thus :—
I&t England be a mother to her own, and cease building
he -ll"gn countries by a one-sided trade policy. You boast
ree Trade principle while other countries are shutting
Wwith ?l:);ts to your l}lanufactures and flooding ‘yiour 'ccl)lnntry
multituder gfoods, leaving you to debate wl'lat. ;o 0 ?:]thg::
ation, the 0 ““?‘ﬂployed men. In discussing mperial I e
ebat’e question of loyalty to the old land is not n the
ated g All are loyal. We in Canada are super-loyal. Situ-
we are beside our friendly he American

Contine . S ) cousins © t!
we b nt, with their market of sixty-five millions open to us i
m‘in::- say the word, we sacrifice our material progress by
With ; ining British connection ; but our love for old England
°“I'Sellts grand traditions remains so strong that we content
the o ves with the anomalous position Wé now occupy- )
importance to England of fosteri Canadian loyalty is

si m a strategical

Obvl

ingus when you consider our position fro

of view, as now affording an alternative route to your
; transcontinenml railway. It

&ppea, possessions over oul
loogj s to me the time has arrived
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nutual help, and on the lines suggested by Mr. Bourne in his

able paper.”

Mr. Perry appears
general way, but that
he refused to sacrifice for any consideration.

However, in this matter something more has to be said
than all that has been said at all the Imperial Federation con-
s ever held in London, or anywhere else, let us add.

ferenc
The question has been asked: Is there any possible way of
of Protectionist colonies

harmonizing the commercial interests

with those of the mother country? And first we would
remark that the problem is becoming more difficult with every
year that passes, for the reason simply that in the colonies
Protection is every year gpreading jtself and taking firmer
Thirty years ago the mother country could have made a
bargain with Canada than can be made
to-day ; thirty years hence Free Trade will have almost dis-
appeared from among progressive nations. Canada, after
several swings between Protection and Free Trade, has on due
deliberation adopted & National Policy of her own, which she
will never give up, though to destroy it is the cherished design
of some of her prominent political leaders. Victoria, on the
other side of the globe, some time ago adopted a system of
Protection, not, however, going quite as far as we have goue in
that direction. For years back the contrast has been pre-
sented of Victoria declaring for Protection, the people of New
South Wales on the other hand declaring that whatever others
might do, they would stick to Free Trade. And English free
truders have confidently held it forth that Protection in Vic.
toria was only a temporary craze there, and that soon the
telling example of New South Wales must influence all Aus-
tralasia to the permanent adoption of Free Trade. But, alas
for such mistaken anticipations, the deceptive repetition of
Cobden’s prophesyings forty years ago, when he advised his
countrymen to be quite sure that, if England once adopted
Free Trade, continental Europe would qnickly follow! The
revolution has come in Australasia, but not as expected by the
free traders. To-day the protection of home manufactures is
imperatively demanded by the popular majority in New South
Wales, and will most certainly be carried ‘ere long,” The
movement has fairly started, and now nothing can stay it.

A possible solution of the problem might be sketched sowe-
what as follows .—England to admit all colonial raw produce
free, as at present, while putting-a good round duty on all
foreign produce of corresponding kinds. Raw cotton would
have to be excépted,'and probably raw wool too, all things
considered. But wheat and mearly all other food products
should be included, for certainly the colonies, if assured of the

to have agreed with Mr. Bourne in a
particular point of the National Policy

root.
far better Free Trade



