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OCTOBER FIRES.

The fire loss of the United States and Canadac dure
g Octaber, as compiled from the daily rcmrd: of
the New York feprnal of Commerce, amounts to S,
500, The dollowigg comparative tabie shoras the
losses by months

8. 1897, 1895,
Janusry.oiieiiiiens $12,040,500 $11.040,000  $11,895.600
Februaty,coee . conane X,0;0,580 9,730 000 12,360,200
March.coiee cannnsons 10,502,450 14,530,600 14,239,300
Aptil.eiiaacs vonnes 183300 120106 0 11,018,150
MaY.cerieoravs canoss 1C,193 00 10,018,000 7,761,360
JuRC . iiiiie s venane (WA YRR §.721,250 9,223£00
Julyieeeiina s €.620,300 ;,:.4‘:33.250 ()).?)S:g.ggg

seess nrsasse 4140350 N5 250 Q, K
:«uﬁ‘::;l;e.r..... Ceeaes t).‘z«;:,-x)m ¥,2c 0,030 10,706,3€0
[8 1017 ST 11,387,500 $.993.000 13,311,500

——— ettt

Totals,eee coee sase $99,081.;00 $1c9,6%,400
Ihe most notable fires in the month under review

$41,501,200

were these (—

Ontano, Can., brash Bres . coeee cooe cooocscacrcasacaes Séoo,ooo
Detrost, Mich , cpera howse and cthefoco iaieaieoeaaace ,so,uog
Gilsonburg, O 10, VALIUUS eee oo seee sersescnoesese 200,00

Duthatis, N. L., tolacco factoties and othetoeaeaee coes 250,000
Windsor, N. 8, VATIGUS ceoserssecesosascessscestasss 1,250,000
New Yotk city, statned glass factery.covee covneasiacees 300,000

It will be seen, save onr contemporary, that 1807
<or far is still sheavag a much lightar loss than jor the
<nie period e cithier 1800 or 1893, and nnd‘vr\\'ritc'\'
are quite satificd, jor the combination of lugh rates
and light Tosos gives the deserving and mulcscr\'mg
both Jiteral proms. However, this condition of af-
fairs scems to he about to change. The imlux o
new compaics means lively competition in the l'u.lurc
and tronbles i ratng onranizations at various poin's.
The vear 189% will prove interesting to those who
can obsenve the fire maarance situation understan 1-
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THE CONING FIRE CONGRESS AT PARIS.

An csteemed  Faglish contemporary reports that
the preparations for the Paris Pire Congress are ad-
vaneing rapodh. Mr Fred Hoare, the ‘ritish Com-
missioner, reports that the aathorities have allotted
the Esplanade des hivaludes dor the Congress and
e exhrbinon which will acecmpany it. The site s
divided inta twe portiens by @ broad roadway, €
ane side will e creetad o anmense buildings -«
firepremsi woesd, oue devetad 1o the congress hall,
commttce rooms and other adjunets, The other wall
he ovenpied by the (zbibits. These will include non-
mttanmable wood and paper. metallic fire-rosisting
balding matenads, fre exuncteurs, alarms, pumps,
sprinklers, theatre plans for sccunng ready exit, 1p
pliances for venblation and heaing theatres anet pub-
hie baldings. the cqupment of fire brgades, cte.
English exhbiters shoald communicate wih the
Rritishh Comnissiomer at 239 1-2 High Holbom, The
Nord Rattwan has convaldod hali rates for the trans-
port oi oanbate, and Gl costans duties: have been
renutted, so that cvery oflivial enconragement is he-
mE given o manufacturers and inventors to bring
their devnes before the Congress, At the rear is
an open space of 11000 square vards where the qual-
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ities of various fire-resisting materials will be publicly
tested, and exhibitions of fire brigade drill and imple-
ments will take place,  The exhibition will be open
from 15th October to 15th November, 1808, and is
1o pave a popular character, concerts, hands ind
other attractions being provided. s soma Cana-
dians would probably desire to send exhibits to the
Iire Congress at Paris, those entertaining such an
intention should at once communicate with the Brt-
ish Commissioner at the above address,
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A BSISTER COLONY 1IN DANGER.

The classic phrase, “carrving the war into Africa,”
15 Leing exemplified in the policy of Germany and
France towards Great Britain in regacd to the sugar
trade of the Imperial calonies, which is threatened
with rain by the severe competition of those couptrizs,
The case remin'+ us of the complaint made of the
wolf which charged the lamb with disturbing the
stream they were drinking from in such relative po-
sitions as to render it impossible for the lamb to be
tiie offender. The enormous foreign trade of Eng-
land which has brought with it a preponderance of
political power in foreign parts has long excited the
jealonsy of Germany and France.  Eungland’s vast
colonial pessessions have especially been an offence
to thuse powers.  The story of the struggle made by
Fagland to secure a monopoly of the sugar trade of
the world for her West Indian colonies is a long one.
It was sufficiently effective to build up the West In-
dies as the greatest source of the supply of sugar to
Eurape, thus creating a trade which has enriched
those islands and given to England a splendid mark-
ct for her manujactures,  The dependence of Ger-
many and France upon Great Britain for an article
of such general consumption as sugar gradually
aroused the national pride of those peoples.  After
prolonged fiscal contests the system was adopted of
giving heavy bounties on all home-made sugar ex-
ported, and protecting the home manufacture by a
heavy import duty.  LEfforts have been made by
the sugar refiners of Great Britain and those interest-
cd i the West Indies to induce the Imperial Govern-
ment to offset this movement by granting a bounty
on sugars exported from Eugland, and to place an
import duty on all non-colonial products of that
article, but the Free Trade poliey prevailed.  The
war was onc-sided; the attacks of Germauny  and
France were not resisted. nor any delensive meas-
ures taken to guard cither the West Indian planters
or the British refiners. The situation became so
alarming that 2 Royal Commission was appointed to
enquire into the matter, and their Report has just
been issued. It shows that Protection has two as-
pects, Jelensive and aggressive, the agressive oune
being exceedingly dangerous to a Free Trade nation,
though very costly to the one which adopts this sys-
tem.  The costliness of aggressive protection is
shown by the bountics paid by Germany, Austria and



