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peace. alike to the glary of' God atnd the
honor of the Presbyterian Church.
throughout the world. In a very grace-
fut and imnpressive manner his lordslaip
then pronounced a welcome to the aii-
sembled ýelegate& 1-l'

These addresses were responded to
very approprintely by gevertil delegfttes.
Dr. Adamns, of New York, said that if
anything could mitigate the scose of
sadness to which iliose 'vere stibject
wbo wandered far front home, it %va.s
sucb kind words as they had just listen-
ed to. Alrendy they felt they were flot
strangers and foreigners, but fèllow-citi-
zens Mn titat Church whieli knew no
kindreds or nationalities. Professor
Monod remarked that of all the Protes-
tant Citurclies, the Establislied Reformed
Presbyterian Cburch in France, he
should not say liad been the most faili-
fui or the most pions, but had suffl'e<
the inost for the Word of God and the
Gospel of Christ. Principal Snodg -rass,
of Canada, expressed a hope that the
Council might be the mens of helping
Preshyterians to realize more fully the
importance of Chriptian oneness. Dr.
McCosh, of Princeton, N. J ., said that
there were no fewer than fifty separate

PresyteianChurches iii existence, and
that, tii! the pre8ent movement orginated,
mont of them liad no bqnd of union
amnong, them. They were now, à.9%wever,
United for the purpuse of prornoti,?g tJîe
spread of the Gospel. Amongst o ther
speakers were Dr. De Pressense, of
Paris, and Professor Ballogli, of Han-
gary, both of whoni referred to the con-
,dtion -Of Reformed Ch'ýFurches on, the
Continent, and were happy to see the
great Church of the Reformotion-the
great Presbyterian Chureh-onited in
such a beautiful and marvellous way,
forming a great confederscy, and show-
ing to the world that withotit whieh reli-
gion should perish-liberty and unity.

The Ootincil assembled fer business
on Wednesdi.y morni.g in the Free
Asmeubly Hall, under the presidency of

Afiri-roine prelinuîn:îry inatter4 lisid been
arrangiA, De. Sctatf f New York, rend
a palie~r on

i-aving refierred to the Conference
suinnioned by Arelîbisho1, Cratner in
1552 for tIv- piiripo;c of furrning a union
of tilt R.etornwd Chirehee, Dr. Schaff
diviîleul t itei)rled Conflesions inea
thJrev aI.~~-lcunte-Calviriistie, the
Caivittistie, anit the post-CRIvinistic.
After detaîilinî é te principal Calvinstic
confesý;.ion.s, incltîding the Westminister
Standard'i, lie said the:,e documevitsa
constittited a rnost remarkabk.- body of
litnature. They were 'tot originally.
intended to be formulas ; thcy were
rather apologies-a vindieation of the
Protestant Evangtelical faitlî against
Rotnisit misreprsesentàttion and siander.
'rhey resermbled in that respect the
Apoiogy of the earlyýChristian centuries,

Oilly that, initead of being directed
aguainst P.aganism and Judaism, tlîey
were directed against Romanisai; and
they represented a far more mature
stage, of Christian knowledge and ex-
peieience. It was only by their intrinsie
merits That they became an authority
inferior only to the Word of God, of
which they professed to be a fair suin-
mary. Altlîouglh these confessions were
very xumerous, yet they expressed andl
taught sus'),ta ntially onie anîd the sanie
systeffi of doctrine. There ivas no such
harmony between the Reformed confes..
sions of the sixteenth and seventeeritk
centuries as there was between the sym-
bolie books of thle Luthera. 'Chur-ch, or
the Tridentine and Vatican standards of
the Church of Rome. Ail these Reforin-
cd confa8sions unanimously taught that
the canonical Scriptures of the (Jld and
New Testament were the only infallible
rule of Christian faith and practice, la
opposition to the Roman principle of hold-
ing eecle.siastical traditions as ajoint rule
of faith and practice. For more than
two hundred years these confessions


