
TUE MONTHLY RECORD 0Fr

that a kin.& b. given tbemn, instead of j1udgeit.
They don't want tLe uniust.judgrs r,~d
and*justjuidget; put in their place; they want
gowernment by a king rather thoan gnvern-

ment by judgi!,,. It is plain that ther were
disaatisflcd, flot only with the existing jutdge-',
(thev Lad reason to be dissatisfid with thein, 1
but ;with the order of julges. Thev wantelia
change, and this was4 the limte to ask for it.
And as things wvere, there wa% soine eho'w of'
reason in their aqking for it. But the real
reason was flot the cornaptncss of Saniîel's
suns, but the desire to lie like the nations
round abouat. Vs. 19 and 20 express this
plainly. Thev made the existing state of
matters, whica was no doulit bail enotiga. a
pretext to ask for and urge bliat nit wliclî
their hearts were set; and Mthat which tbev
muet have known it was flot the ivili of Guil
tlîev should have.

V. 6.-Samuel is diispleasedt wlaen Lie hears
their request. But like a gond taiat he laya
tLe malter before the Lord. The Lord heirq
and answers hiru, (v. 7) Anîl His answer is
tbis: Let the people bave their owni way, let
thena have a king of tbeir own clîoosing. but
let tbem knnw what sort nfia king le ivili be,
how Lie will ride and opprees îlîem. Or lu
other words God's answer wasq: Let the peo-
pie act in their oivn way, the way in whiclî
they are determined to act, but let theni alïo
take tLe consequences of their act

Wilful and disobedient, God suffers thein
to do as they wished to dIo, after H-e has
warned them of the consequences.

Froin the lOiL v. to the i8th, the qacred
writer records Samuel's desqcription of the
king that would reign over Tsrael. And after
the peopIt have heard the description, and
know that their king will lic a hqr,4h and se-
vere ruler. stil thev iýersist ini their cry, -Give
us a king." And' God gave theui a8 king in
Ris anger. Se. Roses. 13: 10, Il.

LESSON8.

(1.) The children of gond nmen mav do
wickedlv. Grace is flot liereditary. Eli*s
sýons were vile, Samuel's sons unjui.t.

(2.) The people of God are prone to con-
form to Le world. It wasîhatthleymnightbe
like the other nations round about; the
lsraelites asked for a kiig, a,îd uîgainbt
noîhing are we exhorted to lie more on our
guard than against conl'ornity to the world.
Mhie deterruuation of the lealtut have a
king, God regarded as noshing lems thon re-
jection of Himself. We cannet be Gudi*- and
tbe vorld's at the Samne ti me.

(3.) A peuple May desire whist is flot b)ee.t
for then. And what is more, lhev nuîy get
their desire. And He gave theni their re-
quest, but He sent leanness itit their soul--
l'salin 10)6. 15. Ephraim hlit rmade inany
altars to sin, altars shaîl be unto lii tu sin,
Roses. 8: Il.

(4.) But while God sometimes gives nien
their own way, He at the saine trne tells
them that they shaîl lie filled witb the fruit of
theit own doings. If they wili.sin. thîey tuuai
take the consequences. Getting wbatwevwish

we mav get that wlaich will lie a grief and
trouble to us ever after.

l'he ffollowinu i-; a pertinent illuîstration: A
fond father Iîaving a verv siek cbild. near
unto death, ws urged to subinit bo the will ni
GorI, an.d leave his chîild in lus band,.; but
h( repiieil, -I cannot give hami up; 1 prav
Cnd tn spare tbis chîild to nie whatever mav,
lie the consequence." The child was spared.
became a hardeiied wretch. a constant grief
to lits father, aud linalli- paid the penalty of
Lis crimeï on the gallows.

THIIuI) SABBATH.
Sui.; Er:-Siut chosen, 1 Sain. 10: 17-24.
Samnuel hiad g-rown nid, and Lis sons were

rnt walking- in hiq stepa Thev tiirned aside
after lucre, tank bribes, and pervertedjaîdg-
ment This furnisbed the people witb a show
of reason for a;king a king. Thev proie.ased
to lia anxious for liettergovernment, whilst in
realitv they were actunt el b)v pride, wisqhinig
to appear oereat in the ci-es nfthe szurrnunding
nRtions. Tnie nid prophet waq dlispleasedl at
tîxe proposition, vet lie asked God for direction.
In rcply God said to give îhrim a knvet at
the saine tiane, tu tLl I theum that their req uest
was not righl, for it wmt virtually a wi.h to
renotince their al leziance tn Jehovah. and also
to inforan ibea what tLe character of the king
wnuld lie. In the face of solemn warning the
people persisted in their reqîmest, so that thev
ladt none but themsel-.es to lilame when îLe)'
suffered under their king. In the preceding
cLapier, and in the first bahf ni (bis, is an ac
count of the anoînting ot Saisi as king. God
ilirectin.- Samuel in tLe malter. But the ap-
pointaient was flot yet made knnwn. Hence
the people were suiiimond to Mizpeh, where,
aller tbey were bold that they were virtuatly
re jectiaag Gaad who Lad delivered thena ont of
tLe hands of their enenhies, tlîev were made un
praisent thems.elves beinre the Lord tbat by
sailemn lot a king utiirait lie publicly choseii.
The lot fell upan Saixl, who, in biî moîlestv,
Ladt hid bimeehif. When brouglit froan bfis
Lidinrr place, the people shoutcd, God Save
the king.

LFSSONS.

1. We shnuld be cnntenled with thai ar-
rangement of P'rovidence. CGod is irise, antI
knows what is best. He is kiwl and does what
is liest. It is very sinful tu repine against
Go.d.

2. Gind mai' give usq ihat we ask wlien
we knowinglv ask aniiss, tLat we May' lie
cbasttened for unrwavwardne.ýs. H. gavethe
Israelites akin.-in lisanger. SeeHosea 13:
1l. Should a parent. ior example, lie unsub-
Missive tii th,. will i of Cod whn seems to wxsh
to remove a dear cbild by dcath. that child
may lie spared tu prove a cur.se inatead of a
blessing.

3. Little dowe knnw Le evil that isin us.
llad Saul, wben ini modesty hk- lid bimself,
been told bis subsequent career, Le would
have said, Is tLv servant a dog that Le should
do ibis evil? LUt us learn to lie jcalous ci
ourselves.


