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111. CANADA PRFSBYTFRIAN CHUucn1.
The Ileadship difficuslty prevents the

Presbytery ot'l>urliass &ouas agreeiag to
the Basis. Trhe votXe stood 9 against and
5 for. The congregations in the qanie
Presbytcry returned à, for and 3 agý,aiist.

THE REV. MR. KNIGHT AND THE OHURCH
0F SOOTLAND.

Our readers will resia.mber tisat ive
pubiished an excellent article in the
February nuniber ou this important
case. The foliowing was taken front the
Glasgow We/J-y Ilerald, as siaowing thse
position of the case as it now st.issds:

Ona Monday cvening a meeting of tihe
members and ad hcrents of S t. Enocls's con-
gregation was held, for the purpose of hear-
ing a statement, from, ise Rcv. Mr. Knight,
wbo, it ivili be recollcced, seceded frouas the
Free Churcli (f Scotiand in consequence of
the action taken against him by tise I>res-
bytery of Dundee.

Mr. Kasigis: made a long statement, in
the course of which lie said-1 bai-e pur-
posely abstiained from trying wo influence
you, the membeas of St. Enocla's congrega.
tion, in your decibion. In a matter so
solernn 1 have never argued the question of

î our duty witia you individualiy since we
left theFree Chtarci, in urder tisat 1 usiglat
leave everyone perfectly free to tise excrz. se
of au indepexident choîce. When 1 have
spoken of the suhject 1 have flot conceaied
my own convictions; bust 1 hare tricd
rather to ascertain your feelings tiian in-
fluence or bway theni w a decision. 1 anay
aay, as the result of ail] ryinquiries, tiaat 1
flnd the convictions entertained liv the con-
gregation to bc aimost univers.iliy the samne
as my own. Many wlio are eonvineed tisat
dais is thse besat step for us to pursuc are in
C iciple opposed te, Estabiished Churches.

'fre are soute inembers of this congrega-
tion Voluntares in principle, and tiscre are
others who aitogether adopt and maintain
tihe Established principie. 1 do the latter
myseif enphaticaiiy ; but thse question be-
fore you just now la not, Are Estabished
Churches tlie best that could be conceivcd?
but it is, What is the beat existing L'hurch
with which jou who left tise Free Churus
cars now conneet yourseives' I feel pe'-
suaded that, wlietber the days of Establisied
Churches are numbered or no:-whether
disestabliILiment cornes soon or late-the

'a artiular section of thse Church in Scot-
Ud cwhich is mos: worthy of thse support

of ail patriotie ansd Christian Scot-Tamen is
the Establishiment ; for in it sisere is a
greater rising tide of Charistian carnestnesq
and devotian, more casiaolicity, frecdom,
a-id peace than elbewhere, and, wisli tise
protections of tise liw, greater security for
justice. We have a Cissrcli botsnd by tlie
saine standards as those by wiîe we wcre
bo>und in the Free Ciaurcis, but we bave a
better securi y tlist justive ivili be done in
thc interpretasion of these sitandardls. 1
have caiied you together to tell you of mxy
owçn personai intenations, Inus flot to induce
or persuade joti to, foiiow une uniess you
concur in principle and in sympatby, fosr
notiaing, could lie more unîvorthy of jour
sunsaiter; jet, as we bave been? -ornradee
in adversity and united in past trial. 1 trust
we rnay be wedded together in the feilow-
slip of a united lite. . . . It bas beesa
mny happinese to preside over a congre-
gation %vhich usxiderstandg îvhat the duty
of a Christian nainister is as to bisj pubie
action, when once bis course of couidues
lias become clear to lais own inward eyc.
Wisi'e. ilicrefore, 1 cheerfullv Icit the Frce
Churcli, taking thecian-esof tise future, and
trusring to tbat Providence which, is ever
wiîli us to guide, I feed quite unequal tor
faa-e the responsibilities of ar. îsolated posi-
tion, unless driven into it lv tise refusai Ôf
tisai Chureli wiuls wlsici 1 seek to become
identified. 1 arn not too unreserved in now
teliing >-ou iliat 1 arn convinced that isola-
tion is bu 1 for myseif as well as for you. 1:
wouid be a position ot aloofness from brcth-
ren in ail the Cherches ; for whiie rnany of
tbemi bave assisted me as yet, 1 coulid hardily
ask or expeet tise continuance of this aid
were 1 to keep apart from cvery cxisting
Churcli in Scotland. I bave been entrcated
by rnany liretliren in the Cirdli which we
bave ail lit, by triends within it in "ha
town, and friendis at a distance, flot to re-
main out in the open, for your sakes and
for my own ; and 1 feel tisat 1 couid flot
carry on and carry out tise solerrn purpose
ofth:le Christian muinistrv in tiais comm unity
as an outsider. 1 ar nfot averse to tace the
diflicuities of an unknown position, or tise
contingencies of au untried one, so far as
mere personal labour is concerned, wcre 1
dasrinc:iy shut up to ik; but the hurden of
undivided rcsponsibii:y or a responsibility
siatd only by thie eiders and deacons of a
congregation, is vastly greriter tissu wlien
a Churcis takes tise additioual oversiglit and
protection of a congregation tbrougs thie
Preslitcrian forrn of governiment. More
than this, if we are to learu any leseon from
tise puat, 1 wish to repeat that 1 know tise
expeiece of these niovements away from
exiig Church feilowsaip within recent
years to have been bad for tise Christian


