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TRADITIONS 0F PARLIAMVENT.

We reeeived a letter £romn a valued correspondent who writes
as foiows-

"In your editorial entitled, 'Traditions of Parliament' Yeu
ask, Why choose the stock of a eompany with wb>ich the Gov-
erument of which they were members was actually ir negotiation
or had beeit or miglit be ? As 1 underatanti sucli reports of the
investigation into the Marconi case as I have seen, the Ameriean
Marconi Company, whose shares were bouglit by Mr. Lloyd
George and Sir Rufus Isaacs, was flot a company with whieh
the Government of whieh they were niembers was actually in
negotiation or had been or inighit be, but a distinct bLnd unre-
lated eompany whose shares inight be expected to advance in
synchrony with those of the English Marconi Company, because
o! the siniilarity of naine, and the inducement to buy thexa was
a broker's tip. If 1 arn right, your insinuation is iunfair; if I
arn iui8taken. 1 wisli yen would point out to me the evidence for
niy correction."

It seenis to us that oL. correspondent hiînseif supplies the an-
swer te bis objection t.o our criticisin. Whilst it is true that the
I3ritisli Governiiient were net dimtinctly negotiating with the
Ainerican Comnpany iii which the Attorney-General and Mr.
LloydI George had takeni shares, it was nevertheless a eompany
which would probahly be indireetly Wîiecte.d by any action of
thue Governuient o? which they are unembers. The better the
condition of the eonipany with which the Goverumnent was nego-
t.iating the more valuahie would heeome the shares taken iii

the counpany which was iii sympathy with it. In truth.. our
correspondent, %vithout, perhaps, intending it, adva-_ce# a strong
argument te sbew that the action of these nuinisters was uneet
unfortunate; anti as Th~e Tintes àaid, " they matie a miistake ini
walkinig into a puddle Nwhieh iniglit easily have been avoided."
We agree with the opinion expressed by that writer that a frank
aeknowledgment of the tili&take, with the proeedure kuown as
throwing yourseif on the tuercy of the Court, would have mxade
a better impression on the publie.


