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THE BLESSINGS 0F CONT-RAUY WINDS.

BY REV. THIEODORE L. CUYLER.

HjIAT niglit-storm un tic Lake of Galilc,
Swhici j desjpribed ln the fourteenth chap-

ter of Mattbciv, pictures xnany an exp)erienice in
the Christian life. For wveary liours the dibci-
pies have been toiling at the oars ia tic teeth of
thoeicpest. Ail tie strenigtliof tie fishiermiei's
brawny arns can scarcely pusli forvard the
littie boat against the angry wavcs-for "the
winci was contrary."

Yct that fierce head wind proved to be a bless-
ing; and in the experience of inany a child of
Gid, it lias been found equally truc. A career
of unbroken prosperity is frat.ght %,%ith danger
to ainai, to a churci, and to a nation. It brecds
pride and self-eonceit. Mien Nve are seeking
for wvhat we wvant, we cai upon God; after %vc
have got it, we Voo often give ourselves the
credit. The ten lepers ail prayed for relief froin
their misery. After they were hceaied, only one
of the nuniber returned to give thanks Vo tlîeir
Divinc Jiaier. The essence of c je a determiin-
ation to have our own way in disregard and de-
fiance of God. Our lleavenly Father ivili noV
consent to this ; Hec secs that it wotnld nioV bc
best even for a Christian to lay bis own plans,
choose his own way, and ahvays have a sinooth
8ea over whielh to carry thein into execution.
Whereforc Hie somnetimes sends a st.ff head-wind
into our faces for our own good as weli as for
Hie own glory. Let us look at sonie of tlbe blebb-
ings of Ilcontrary winds."

1. Iv je a familiar fact that the lof tiest careers
have usually begun from low'ly birth and early
:adversitics; our greatest mcn-like Lincoln-
have been cradled on the rocks. "Parts and
Vovcrty " lias been thc recipe for success ia life.
No greater mischief can befall any younig person
than to be born in luxury and be fanned witli the
breath of fulsonîce flattery. The stern wind of
-unsparing criticism is often needed to open our
,eyes Vo our ow.n foilies, and Vo drive us back
from courses that would lead us into certain
dangers, and possible destruction. One of the
loving obstacles of Uie -Ioiy Spirit ie to reveai to
US Our slos and to hicad us off from pursuing a
course that seemneth pleasant Vo ourselves, but
"the sud thereof i.s death."

2. Hecad-winds of adversity strengthien the
sinews of the soul. Thers ivas pretty severe
practice at the oars that nighit ia that Galle
gale. God's great objeet ln the sclîool-lifc of
this -%orld is Vo develop character. "lCount it
ail joy," said the stailvart Apostle James, "when
ye fali into divers trial." Ruowing that the try-
ing of your faiLli workcth. patience." Afflictions
Pre sent uîot only Vo punieli the faithîcess, but to
ruake the faith of the truc saint mnore vigorous.
The young minister wvlio le on tîxe lookout oiîly
for easy places, dooms himsslf to be a dwarf.

Tiiere are mnany of us older pastors who, as wve
loo0k hack over our lives, nover ceaso to thanie
God for dqjicultieq. Sornctinwes wlien wc%- were
tenipted linto indolent driftig, God sniute us
Nvith a liend-wvixd that sent us Vo our knees and
to our oars.

3. Anotlier benefit of contrary winds je Vlîat;
they iniake us mnore watchful. There w'ais no
sleeping on boardl of that, little flshing-smnack
(turing Vliat xiglit of tenipest; even Vue thres
disciples who slumbered iu Gethîseniane were
wide awalze Ulîcu. The very anclior that in tic
liarbor is a inere appeudage, becomes, in a temmi-
pest, Uic ship's saivation. WVe oftcxî have wliat
snilors etili " the anchor wateli," whvicn wc must

kefu-elinig of te cable of prayer Vo siec that te
''c.tl, is taut" and tue anclior le holdling.stout
aind st rong. It Nvas during surh a iit storin

VitL ra dol i\arin utershote lu ' B
f ebte-burg " above tie roar of the hurricane.

4. Adversities awakcu us Vo our dependence
upon God. Wlien wcare full we arc too apt Vo
forget God, juet as the foolisli Prodligal Son, as
long as luis nioney lield out, forgot bis kixud old
father. 11ie ligry stoinacli and lus gnawing
conscience set liiun Vo thinking about the dear
old lîomestead and the loving father whorn hie
liad forsaken. The Psaimist tells us that when
Vue Lord " siew the chldrsa of Israel, thien they
inquired after Hlm and Vhey rturned and sought
God earnestiy." There is nmore tan onie chu) ih
wvhose preseut spiritual condition otight to suaid
both pastor and people to their kuces. IV is a
chcering thought that the Master's eye is on
evcry cliurch, as iV, was that nigýht on the Voiling
<lisciples in the boat; luis ear is ever libteniing
for the cry of faitiî.

5. The hour of a Christian's extremit: fs Vhe
huour of Christ'e opportunity. At the riglît mo-
tuent tlîe Master cornes treading over the biliows
and sende out the startling voice above tlîc roar,
"B1e of good clîcer! R is 1; bc yc flot afraid 1 "
As soon as Uc sets Ris foot, upon Vue deck, the
îvind dies out loto a peaceful calai. Oh, yc wvho
are breastimîg a inidniglit sca of trouble, opemi the
oye of faith amîd belîold tue approaching Son of
God 1 lie cornes a cheering, consohing, aud de-
livering Saviour. Receive Hlmn into tue ship.
No vessel can founder or sink NviVh Jesus Christ
on board. No strugghing soul, no struggling
church, no struggling work of reform, ever wvent,
down when thc Son of God had set Ris Divine
foot wvithin it. Let Vhe hours of darkness come,
and let the hiead-wimids blow, if Jesus onuI, -tomes
Vo us Vhroumgh thier and weceau lîear thue thrilling
notes of Ris oninipotent voice, Il tei 1; be flot
afra&dl1" Our little craft shlall yet reach Vhs
shiining shore, auid -%vs shll cast our crowns uit
Vhe feet tif uini wvho brought us Vhrough Vhs
temnpeet.

"If through unruffisd seas,
Towvard Heaven wve calmnly saul

With grateful hearts, oh, God, Vo Thee,
We'U own Vhs favoring gaie.

"But should the surges risc,
And rest delay Vo come,

Blest be the sorrow-kind Vhs storm
Whieh drives us near2er honte 1 "
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