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NEGLECTE-U POINTS.

Jepriniedjrom the Aiestin, Tcexas, Na/lura/ist,

If every naturalist were annually to keep) a record of ail that lie

secs, confining imiiself to the branchi he mnost delighits in, suchi pTOCCed-

ings would be of the greatest use both for reference in aftêr years and

for comparison with othier records. Ail notes arc useful sooner or later

if properly kept, an,1 many, a litlie incident, trifling as it m ay, secim at

the timie, mniglit prove of great value in determining sonie question of
the future. Withi the extension af suttlemient, animal life, in lis natural

state, rapidly disappcars. Even is this manifest in the finny tribe, for

certain species of fishi whiich yeai s ago abounded iii sonie of our streamis

arc now entirely extinct inii hue waters-, o"ivng P)> various causes attri-

butable v) man's encroachinent on nature. Cutting downl the forestq

bias materially tended to cut off the old water supply, and cieeks whichi

haîf a centtury ag'o tcemed withi fishi, hiave now dwindicd tu brooks with

no facilities for thecir formier inhabitants. 'l'lie refuse of mills and fac-

tories lias also contaminated thc wvater, and indiscriminate slaugliter,
esîiccially iii spawning tîmie, hiaz donc1 the rest. In the inland waters
arounid Ottawa, Canada, several spec:ies of fîsli are recorded in lists

publishecd by die Natural H-istory Society, of thiat ph:ce, in the yecar

1859, inhiabîtmng streanis whiclh are now entirely dry, and if the records

did mît exist the idea of suchi fiý,h lix:ving been there would be ridiculed.
Records of annual observation would contribute tu showv the cause and

the imie of the extinction or driving away of certain tishi. Wc aIl well

know the cauecs to which the disaj'pearance of land animnais cati be

attributed, but it is not su in nmost cases with the denizens of the water,

and 1 would cail the attention of brut ler-natu ral Iis to thle ilaliortance

of recording- little facts for thle enlighliennment of those of the next g-ener-

ation.
'l'lie study of fishi and of " animal life helow the water," generally,

is pierlai.-ls more neglected by the amaiteur naturalist titan any othier

olbJ:ct, and yet it will lie foiind. afrer once conimencinz it, mnost fascina-

ting. 1 hiave oftert sat pcirfectly quiet beside a stull pool or beside a
shallow sireani whicre at first no lifé appearcd. Very soon an object,

darts out fromi under astone or a o'eithier aftrispe floating down,


